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PREFACE 


It is perhaps for the first time that a Muslim layman has 
attempted to elaborate certain verses of the Qur'an 
revealing not only the origin of creation but also the 
concept of the New World Order denoting specifically the 
kingdom of the Lord on earth. Whereas the Christian West 
suffers severely from great confusion about the kingdom of 
heaven and the kingdom of God on Earth, the Qur'an 
contains the revelations to differentiate between the same. 
Kingdom of Heaven and Kingdom of God on Earth cannot, 
therefore, be taken as alternative terms. Kingdom of 
Heaven essentially means the all encompassing 
government and administration of the Almighty enjoying 
perfection of the superlative order throughout the universe. 
The Earth and most of the creatures on it are also governed 
by the same principle of inbuilt guidance and compulsion of 
the Almighty. Only Jinn and Human beings had been 
granted a limited freedom as regards their conduct. In all 
other matters they too are subjected to the automation 
under the single law operating throughout the universe. 
Humankind and Jinn are, therefore, the only two species 
who bear the burden of responsibility on them due to their 
being subjected to the test and trial of the Lord under the 
covenant (Amanahh) with the Lord. It was, therefore, the 
requirement of their test and trial that the Lord God 
endowed them with multiplicity of choice and free will to 
decide and act accordingly. The book, therefore, may also 
serve as a rebuttal of the human assumption about the 
origin of sin as we find in the Christian West. It may also 
help restoration of the true concepts as revealed by the 
Almighty through His prophets from Adam to Muhammad 


Ever since the beginning of the 20™ century, the Christian 
West had been making hectic efforts to analyze and explain 
the new world order emerging from the world politics and 
conflicts between the contesting powers on earth. We, 
therefore, find numerous articles and books shedding light 
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on the same. Perhaps the epitome of the writings on the 
subject had reached with Henry Kissinger’s (Heinz Alfred 
Kissinger, b. 1923) book ‘World Order, (New York: Penguin 
Press, 2014)’. The book by the former secretary of state for 
USA analyzes primarily the systems of historic world orders 
dealing with the global politics and power. The sphere of 
discussion, therefore, was limited only to the modern 
trends for gaining technological and political superiority in 
the world. It had nothing to do with God's plan of creation, 
the purpose of creation and the purpose of creating human 
beings and Jinn. Henry Kissinger’s book, therefore, covers 
only a small aspect of human lives. It has nothing to do 
with overall human involvements, their duties towards the 
creator and their own species and their efforts to fulfill the 
purpose of their creation. The present book, therefore, is 
much more broad-based as compared to the discussion 
merely on the power politics in the world. 


The book invites the scholars to probe into the difference 
between the Kingdom of Heaven and the Kingdom of God 
on Earth. While the Christian scholars fail to draw a line of 
demarcation between the two, the Qur'an contains various 
references that clearly differentiate the one from the other. 
We, therefore, observe that the Qur'an has used terms like 
CDI 9 olad) Sg Or els olka) Sk to denote the 
Kingdom of heaven throughout the universe. Referring to 
God’s revelations to Abraham, it was disclosed that: 


Gs tigre sco Sisto Sls orate jai s 


Thus did We show Abraham the kingdom of the heavens and 
the Earth that he might be of those possessing certainty.! 


Allama Yusuf Ali rendered the translation of the same verse 
in the following manner: 


So also did We show Abraham the power and the laws of 
the heavens and the Earth, that he might (with 
understanding) have certitude.? 





! The Holy Qur'an 6:75, Eng. tr. Muhammad M. Pickthall. 
? The Holy Qur'an 6:75, Eng. tr. 'Allamah Yusuf Ali. 
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Similarly, Mawlana Mawdudi and A. J. Arberry translated 
le as the ‘Kingdom of Heavens and the Earth’. Abdul 
Majid Daryabadi translates it as ‘the Governance of the 
heavens and the Earth’. Allama Asad uses the words ‘God’s 
Mighty Dominion over the Heavens and the Earth’. The 
Sahih International interprets ©- as ‘the realm of the 
Heavens and the Earth’. It is, therefore, evident from the 
above that the Kingdom of Heaven refers to an all 
encompassing realm of the Almighty without limits of time 
or space having no beginning or the end. The governance 
of the Almighty over entire universe had been perfect and 
absolute during all times. Everything in the universe was 
operating under the law of compulsion of the Lord and 
nothing could deviate from the same to the slightest 
degree. The Kingdom of Heaven had, therefore, been 
functioning since unknown billions of years in the universe 
as per guidance of the Lord ingrained in each and 
everything in the heavens and the Earth. 


The planet Earth had been the only exception where the 
Almighty decided to test and try the conduct of Jinn and 
human beings by granting freedom to choose between 
various options before them and to act independently. 
Instead of putting them under compulsion, the Almighty 
chose to provide guidance to them through His prophets 
sent to them. Both Jinn and Human beings, therefore, 
enjoyed freedom of thought and action as per their own 
choice. The exception from compulsion and freedom to act 
in accordance with their own choice was, therefore, 
misused by most of the Jinn and majority of human beings 
who went astray by using their freedom of conduct against 
the commandments of the Lord. Jesus has been reported 
having preached his followers that: 


9. After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art 
in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven? 





3 Mat 6:9-10 KJV. 
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This shows that God’s Kingdom on Earth was operating 
under a system differing from that prevailing in the 
heavens. Kingdom of God on Earth was a kingdom ruled by 
human beings who were obliged to govern over the earth 
under the laws given by the Lord. Human beings, therefore, 
had to live under constant fear of accountability before the 
Almighty. It was for this purpose that the Lord God had 
created Adam with the predestination to appoint him as His 
vicegerent on Earth. This indirect government of the Lord 
can, therefore, be called as the New World Order which 
differs from the narrow use of the term in the illuminati 
plan for world domination in 1871. Many countries, 
thereafter, have been using the term to express unipolar 
domination of Spain, Germany and USA etc. at different 
times. For further details please refer to the first chapter of 
our book 'S/avery and Human Rights through the Ages' Vol. 
1, s.v. 'Kingdom of God on Earth'. 





Religions other than Islam and especially the Christianity 
seem to be utterly confused about the issue. They, 
therefore, use the terms kingdom of Heaven and the 
kingdom of God on earth as alternatives for the same 
concept pertaining to the domain and methods of the 
administration of Heaven and Earth by the Lord. The 
misconception and incoherence in the Christian thought and 
faith about God, man, the heavens and the omnipotence of 
the Almighty had occurred due to following human 
suggestions instead of relying on the truly revealed and 
preserved word of God. It was due to human insertions in 
the Old Testament that Earth was described as a stationary 
center of the universe serving also as abode of the 
Almighty while everything else in the universe was 
supposed to be revolving around the earth. Modern 
Scientists, therefore, reject most of the contents of the first 
three chapters of Genesis as a revelation from the Lord. 


Most of the Christians fail to acknowledge the fact that no 
revelation made by the Lord God can conflict with the 
creation made by Him. This is simply because there can 
be no conflict between the word of God and the work 
of God. The Golden principle in this respect is that any 
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revelation from the Lord must endure forever. Hence, 
a revelation that differs flagrantly from human observation, 
human history and scientific discoveries about matter, 
geography or astrophysics cannot be accepted as the word 
of God. 


Ch. 1 - 


THE NEW WORLD ORDER 


Everything Created to Worship the Lord 
Muslims firmly hold that the revealer of the Qur'an and the 
creator of heaven and the Earth is one and the same Lord 
God of the Universe. This is the reason that we discover no 
conflict between the narrative of the Qur'an and all the 
combined knowledge of human beings including that about 
history, geography, astronomy, astrophysics and all other 
facts discovered by the scientists. Human observation 
during the last 1440 years has, therefore, affirmed two 
things. First, that the Qur'an is correctly preserved word of 
the Almighty free from all mistakes, doubts or 
contradictions etc. Second, that the revelations from the 
Lord cannot differ from the facts of the creation made by 
the same God. As regards the Qur'an, it revealed many 
truths about the creation of the heaven and earth about 
1400 years earlier than the scientists. Such miraculous 
revelations must, therefore, convince all the lovers of truth 
about the fact that the Qur'an is undoubtedly the word of 
God preserved accurately since its revelation during the 7" 
century AD. The immutability and absolute truthfulness is, 
therefore, everlasting miracle of the Qur'an which leaves no 
room for the wise to disbelieve it. 


Since the Qur'an is absolutely free from mistakes, it has 
restored and rehearsed the true word of God in a unique 
manner which has been adopted by no other book in the 
world. Being a book of Divine guidance for human beings 
on Earth, it has adopted entirely different method of 
revelations. While other books adopt step by step method 
to explain concepts, the Qur'an has addressed the believers 
directly to obey the commandments of the Lord. Instead of 
following the school method of step by step teachings, the 
Qur'an reveals ultimate truths and guidance to the human 
beings in the easiest and commonly understood terms 
giving perfect comprehension of the subject to the listeners 
or the readers. Different facts of creation have been 
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miraculously couched in ordinary words which serve as 
guidance even to those who fail to understand the deeper 
meanings or scientific signs concealed in the verses of the 
Qur'an. This was the reason that it took human beings 
more than 1400 years to acquire the scientific knowledge to 
expose the real import of many of the verses in the Qur'an. 
Still there exist certain verses in the Qur'an which may 
require further advancement of knowledge for their proper 
description by the exegetes. 


We firmly believe that God can commit no mistake nor can 
He reveal anything that conflicts with His creation. All that 
is found incorrect in a religious book must, therefore, be 
the handiwork of man. Most conspicuous examples of the 
same are found in almost all the religious books describing 
the Creator, His creation and the ultimate fate of 
humankind and the universe. It had to be so because while 
compiling the ancient books of different religions, the 
scholars of the ancient times had to present them in such 
manner that the books may appear to be acceptable to 
majority of their readers. They, therefore, had to weave a 
great mass around a small nucleus of truth or revelation 
from the Lord. This is clearly evident from the first three 
chapters of the Genesis in the Bible describing the creation 
of man and the universe. It was to describe step by step 
method of creation; that the compilers had to contribute 
from their own knowledge, speculation and wisdom to 
maintain sequence and to present the book in a sensible 
manner. The said efforts, however, failed to avoid 
numerous and grievous mistakes in the opening chapters of 
Genesis. As regards the scientists and scholars today, they 
do not accept Genesis as the revealed word of God. They 
find various assertions conflicting with history, geography, 
reason and discoveries made by the scientists. Even an 
ordinary reader is wonder-struck to find contradictions and 
mistakes in the Genesis and other parts of the OT. As 
against this, the readers may find the Qur'an free from all 
defects whatsoever. 


The peculiarity of the Qur'an is that in most of the cases, it 
abruptly makes some great revelation without any prior 
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introduction or preamble for the same. We, therefore, 
observe that it has not followed the method of Old 
Testament to describe creation day by day in the first two 
chapters of the book which have been rejected by the 
modern scholars. It has adopted a different method of 
revelation yet whatever has been revealed in it cannot be 
refuted by the scholars. 


The special distinction of the Qur'an is that it attaches 
priority to the authority and attributes of the Almighty. 
Whereas other religious books have failed to describe the 
purpose of creation of heavens, earth and the human 
beings, the Qur'an had revealed scientific facts centuries 
prior to the discoveries of the same by the scientists. It was 
during the first part of the 7™ century AD when the Qur'an 
revealed that there had been a huge mass of gases and 
dust which the Almighty clove asunder to create the 
universe. Using the modern terminology of the 
astrophysicist, we can name it 'Big Bang' after which, 
different heavenly bodies started expanding at a constant 
speed throughout the universe. The scientists, therefore, 
reckon the start of time from the said event which possibly 
occurred about 13.7 billion years in the past. God said: 


2 SI. 9 77 $5 4 4,2 PP NP, 
os Glas CoU Ws OE E955 cuts ST Lf cas i dsl 
5» 2 Kur £2 pL 

(Oni ECC MC 


Do not the Unbelievers see that the heavens and the 
earth were joined together (as one unit of creation), 
before we clove them asunder? We made from water every 
living thing. Will they not then believe?? 


"Allama Asad translates it as follows: 


ARE, THEN, they who are bent on denying the truth not aware 
that the heavens and the earth were [once] one single entity, 
which We then parted asunder? - and [that] We made out of 
water every living thing? Will they not, then, [begin to] 





^ Al-Qur'an (al-Anbiya) 21:30. 
° The Holy Qur'an 21:30, Eng. tr. ‘Allamah Yusuf Ali. 


4 The New World Order 





believe?® 


Under the chapter on Amanahh, we have discussed that 
though all the heavenly bodies, the earth and the creatures 
had avowed their willing obedience to serve the Lord yet 
they had flinched from taking on them the 
responsibility of carrying out the commandments of 
the Lord independently. The Lord had, therefore, 
subjected each and every creature to compulsion so that 
nothing in the universe may be able to violate any of the 
commandments of the Lord. 


With advancement of the scientific knowledge we know that 
God had created infinitely vast universe with trillions and 
trillions of stars, planets, satellites along with innumerable 
creatures in it. The Qur’an also tells us that all the heavenly 
bodies and the angels had been subjected to the service 
and worship of the Lord flawlessly. We, therefore, 
understand that everything in the universe had been 
rendering perfect service and obedience to the Lord for 
billions of years without any lapse on their part.’ The great 
and grand kingdom of the sovereign Lord was orderly and 
smooth in all respects. We could call it a world of mega- 
projects, mass production and absolute subservience to the 
Almighty. The creatures had been provided with ingrained 
guidance or programming to continue their evolutionary 
process under the commandments of the Lord. Nothing but 
perfection, obedience and flawlessness could be seen in the 
universe. God also revealed that: 


^ 


t uf Sh Ess s cessus t Oui Gs ces Jc dista 8 
ép e 


Moreover He comprehended In His design the sky, and it had 
been (as) smoke: He said to it and to the earth: "Come ye 
together, willingly or unwillingly." They said: "We do come 
(together), In willing obedience.? 





$ "Allamah Asad, The Message, Eng. tr. of the Qur'an 21:30. 
? Please also refer to the topic "Everything Prostrates before the Lord". 
8 The Holy Qur'an 41:11, Eng. tr. ‘Allamah Yusuf Ali. 
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The verse, therefore, reveals the form of the primeval 
creation in the universe which was the gaseous mass or 
something like smoke. The fact was disclosed by the All- 
Knowing, All-Wise Lord God of the Universe about 1350 
years earlier than the scientists could discover the same. 


Due to utmost importance of the verse 41:11 quoted 
above, we are reproducing the translation of the same from 
different scholars so that our readers may have a better 
grasp of the theme. 


While translating Sayyid Abul A'la Mawdüdrs Tafhim al- 
Qur’an, Dr. Zafar Ishaq Ansari, Chairman, Islamic Research 
Institute, Islamabad renders the verse as quoted below: 


Then He turned to the heaven while it was all smoke. He said to 
the heaven and the earth: “Come (into being), willingly or 
unwillingly.” They said: “Here we come (into being) in willing 
obeisance.”” 


J. M. Rodwell translates it in the following words: 


Then He applied himself to the Heaven, which then was but 
smoke: and to it and to the Earth He said, “Come ye, whether in 
obedience or against your will?” and they both said, “We come 
obedient."!? 
Dar al-Choura, Beirut's English translation renders it as 
below: 


Then He turned to the sky, which was smoke, and to it and to the 
earth He said: 'Come both of you willingly, or unwillingly.' We do 





? Zafar Ishaq Ansari, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, Abridged 
Version of Tafhim al- Qur'an, by S. A. A. Mawdüdi (Leicester, UK: 
The Islamic Foundation), 2007, p. 975. He has inserted the 
following footnote here: 

This does not mean that God created the heavens after having 
created the earth and after having arranged to provide sustenance 
for the earth's creatures. The word ‘then’ used in the verse does not 
denote temporal sequence. Instead, the sequence that we find here 
is simply for purposes of narration, this is borne out by the 
statement that immediately follows. 

J. M. Rodwell, The Koran (London: Everyman's Library), 1977, 
p.193. 
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come willingly,’ they answered.! 


M. Marmaduke Pickthall has translated the verse in the 
following words: 


Then turned He to the heaven when it was smoke, and said unto 
it and unto the earth: Come both of you, willingly or loth. They 
said: We come, obedient.” 


George Sale has translated it as below: 


Then he set his mind to the creation of heaven; and it was 
smoke: and he said unto it, and to the earth, Come, either 
obediently, or against your will. They answered, We come, 
obedient to thy command.? 


While translating the same verse into English from the 
Turkish translation by the Oncologist Dr. Haluk NurBaki, Mr. 
Metin Beynam writes that: 


Then, turning to the nebulous heaven, He said to it and the 

globe (the earth): “Come, whether willingly or unwillingly.” 

They both said: “We come willingly..."!^ 
The verse refers to the earliest times of creation when Jinn 
and Men had not yet been created by the Almighty. Except 
for them everything in the heavens and the earth had 
undertaken to worship and to glorify the Lord with willing 
obedience. It was a miraculous revelation made some time 
before the Prophet's Hijrah to Medina. As such, it might 
have been revealed between 612 and 622 AD i.e. about 
1350 years ago when the Almighty disclosed to the human 
beings that heaven was a great mass of something like 
smoke which the Almighty turned into the heavenly bodies 
i.e. the skies, the stars and the earth. The fact was 
discovered by human scientists during the first half 
of the 20" century i.e. about 1300 years after its 
revelation by the Qur'an. As such, the verse 21:30 





11 N. J. Dawood's Trans. Checked and Revised by Mahmud Y. Zayid; 
and approved by The Supreme Sunni and Shii Councils of the Rep. 
of Lebanon: Dar al-Choura, 1980, p. 352. 

3? M, Marmaduke Pickthall, The Glorious Koran, 41:11. 

13 George Sale, Alkoran of Mohammed (London and NY: Frederick 
Warne and Co., n.a.), 356. 

14 Dr, Haluk NurBaki, Verses from the Holy Koran and the Facts of 
Science, (Karachi: Indus Publishing Corporation, 1992), p. 17. 
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(about the Big Bang) and verse 41:11 about the skies in 
the shape of a gaseous mass contain miraculous 
information which human scientists did not know prior to 
the first quarter of the 20^ century. The unbiased people 
among the non-believers cannot deny the fact that the 
Qur'an had been far ahead of the scientists to reveal the 
facts. 


Everything Declares Praises of God 

It is evident from the above that besides prostrating before 
the Lord, the heavenly bodies, forces of nature and other 
creatures declare praises of the Lord and serve Him as per 
guidance provided to them. Their modes of praises and 
worship are not, however, known to humankind. God says: 


Mio ern olli, Lusso te Sei su aa de AT 
SAEI ETA USC ETT 


and the thunder extols His limitless glory and praises Him, and 
[so do] the angels, in awe of Him; and He [it is who] lets loose 
the thunderbolts and strikes with them whom He wills. And yet, 
they stubbornly argue about God, notwithstanding [all evidence] 
that He alone has the power to contrive whatever His 
unfathomable wisdom wills.!^ 
Due to primary importance of declaring glory and praises of 
the Lord, the theme has been repeated throughout the 
Qur’an and especially in the verses 59:1 and 24, 61:1, 
62:1, 64:1, 57:1-6. God says: 


SSA disco S dus isti d Uta 


ALL THAT IS in the heavens and all that is on earth extols God's 
limitless glory: for He alone is almighty, truly wise.!* 


PM ets d dd a Leas sc I A s 





15"Allamah Asad, The Message, Eng. tr. of the Qur'an 13:13. 
16 ‘Allamah Asad, The Message, tr. of the Qur'an 59:1; 61:1. 
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9 S ditas 


He is God, the Creator, the Maker who shapes all forms and 
appearances! His [alone] are the attributes of perfection. All that 
is in the heavens and on earth extols His limitless glory: for He 


alone is almighty, d. wise! !? 


PU CI glo: MUSA ue Sidus HM dud esi 


Whatever is in the heavens and on earth, doth declare the 
Praises and Glory of Allah,- the Sovereign, the Holy One, the 
Exalted in Might, the Wise.*® 


SS cB So NERE S TETUER USATE LEA 


Whatever is in the heavens and on earth, doth declare the 
Praises and Glory of Allah: to Him belongs dominion, and to Him 
belongs praise: and He has power over all things.'? 


Asean dla 4j ASA di sis e eset d U d eta 

abis s» Us sais 551 sh 10$ 95 B e shi ats ok BIG 
z A & 4, €3,- ole Ac $ os z & ul 

PGRN D E Usos FE co I I ule usas sis 


Ue 35545 ED Gra Ns Us Uto 3E Us I Gs Us slag tsa 
disces stet ala aroda bg Ahly aa oct Kas ahs 


L4 
P G 


eA £46 385 Jal d 59 fis 9 nd Jeu 2s | 5 dd 
24 
294! 


Whatever is in the heavens and the earth declares the glory of 
Allah, and He is the Mighty, the Wise. 2. His is the kingdom of 
the heavens and the earth; He gives life and causes death; 
and He has power over all things. 3. He is the First and the Last 
and the Ascendant (over all) and the Knower of hidden things, 


Y 





17 ‘Allamah Asad, The Message, Eng. tr. of the Qur'an 59:24. 
18 The Holy Qur'an 62:1, Eng. tr. ‘Allamah Yusuf Ali. 
1? The Holy Qur'an 64:1, Eng. tr. 'Allamah Yusuf Ali. 


Ch. 1 — The New World Order 9 





and He is Cognizant of all things. 4. He it is who created the 
heavens and the earth in six periods, and He is firm in power; He 
knows that which goes deep down into the earth and that which 
comes forth out of it, and that which comes down from the 
heaven and that which goes up into it, and He is with you 
wherever you are; and Allah sees what you do. 5. His is the 
kingdom of the heavens and the earth; and to Allah are (all) 
affairs returned. 6. He causes the night to enter in upon the day, 
and causes the day to enter in upon the night, and He is 
Cognizant of what is in the hearts.?? 


Every Creature Put Under Compulsion 

We said earlier that in response to the proclamation all the 
heavenly bodies and the earth made  unequivocal 
commitment for willing obedience to the commandments of 
the Lord: The Qur'an, therefore, reveals that each and 
everything in the universe has been put under the 
compulsion to worship the Lord. Some of the verses from 
the Qur'an affirm the same: 


oS A obs seb Ss t du dais 


Whatever beings there are in the heavens and the earth do 

prostrate themselves to Allah (Acknowledging subjection),- with 

good-will or in spite of themselves: so do their shadows in the 

morning and evenings.?! 

Surah al-A'raf puts the theme in he following words: 
bork) TZ pod 9) 15 WM Os Ln ete En iz $5 àv 

oi Je sa Sf Ls doe Ss tst GE Guan KS} 

fef 2 $, 25$ 242 PPS Paid rd 1 AG ef 2 

Affe ao tsi auis sas cols Cage Alis sn Jon a 
E NAAN hn ga 


VERILY, your Sustainer is God, who has created the heavens and 
the earth in six aeons, and is established on the throne of His 





20 The Holy Qur’an 57:1-6, Eng. tr. ‘Allamah Yusuf Ali. 
21 The Holy Qur’an 13:15, Eng. tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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almightiness. He covers the day with the night in swift pursuit, 
with the sun and the moon and the stars subservient to His 
command: oh, verily, His is all creation and all command. 
Hallowed is God, the Sustainer of all the worlds!?2 


It has been asserted in Surah al-Taghabun that: 
59$ SB Je AERES d usciti du A 


Whatever is in the heavens and on earth, doth declare the 
Praises and Glory of Allah: to Him belongs dominion, and to Him 
belongs praise: and He has power over all things.?? 
Every creature including birds utters His praise and prayers 
in its own style: 


-2 22 $ 5 Pa "UP -[^ 3 241 9w a 5 
BE 9$ Q6 ple 3iits 95s St do^ ea d & 3 af 
Goss 845A sn. sia 


Seest thou not that it is Allah Whose praises all beings in the 
heavens and on earth do celebrate, and the birds (of the air) with 
wings outspread? Each one knows its own (mode of) prayer 
and praise. And Allah knows well all that they do.” 

Willingly or unwillingly, every thing submits to the path of 

Allah: 

P $13 9 2. SISO dps shal als hz atl ons as 


-» 35255 


Qs E 


Do they seek for other than the Religion of Allah?-while all 
creatures in the heavens and on earth have, willing or unwilling, 
bowed to His Will (Accepted Islam), and to Him shall they all be 
brought back.? 
Alama Asad translates the verse quoted above in the 
following words: 





22 The Holy Qur'an 13:15, Eng. tr. Yusuf Ali. 

?3 The Holy Qur'an 64:1, Eng. tr. Yusuf Ali; See also 51:1, 59:1, 61:1, 
62:1. 

?* The Holy Qur'an 24:41, Eng. tr. Yusuf Ali. 

25 The Holy Qur'an 3:83, Eng. tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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Do they seek, perchance, a faith other than in God, although it is 
unto Him that whatever is in the heavens and on earth 
surrenders itself, willingly or unwillingly, since unto Him all must 
return??? 
It is thus evident that all creatures were subjected to the 
commandments of the Almighty and perfect obedience has 
always been the essence of their worship of the Lord. 


After the avowal of the obedience by the creatures, the 
Almighty offered the responsibility of trust (Amanahh), to 
all the creatures in the universe. They all stood scared of 
the burden and humbly declined the offer. Allah, therefore, 
assigned to each heavenly body, the Earth and all creatures 
except the Jinn and Man their duties as delineated in the 
following verse: 


r 


yd ul TAAT Beth hand eue a fla 
oh 


And He [it is who] decreed that they become seven heavens in 
two aeons, and imparted unto each heaven its function. (...): 
such is the ordaining of the Almighty, the All-Knowing.”’ 


It is pertinent to note that the words 3l clea BTE (£3 here 
suggest that all the heavenly bodies including the earth 
were guided and programmed appropriately to perform 
their assignments without there being any possibility for 
them to diverge from the commandment or to deviate from 
the courses prescribed for them. Being under compulsion, 
they enjoy no free will or freedom of choice at all, as 
elucidated in the following verse: 


PA MG AM AOAIE ETE 
Agoes e tuf as e sats Jugis 





26 ‘Allamah Asad, The Message, Eng. tr. of the Qur'an 3:83. 
?/ ‘Allamah Asad, The Message, Eng. tr. Of the Qur'an 41:12. 
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4.4% 


Rex U Jaa) 2 Sill G 


ART THOU NOT aware that before God prostrate themselves all 
[things and beings] that are in the heavens and all that are on 
earth - the sun, and the moon, and the stars, and the mountains, 
and the trees, and the beasts? And many human beings (submit 
to God consciously], whereas many [others, having defied Him,] 
will inevitably have to suffer [in the life to come]; and he whom 
God shall scorn [on Resurrection Day] will have none who could 
bestow honour on him: for, verily, God does what He wills.?? 

Allah arranged the time phenomenon and subjugated the 

sun and the moon to His commandment: 


$s 2 2 TS A so i Tena a 
B scis ain E dta 
soká dágídsž 


Seest thou not that Allah merges Night into Day and he merges 
Day into Night; that He has subjected the sun, and the moon (to 
his Law),each running its course for a term appointed; and that 
Allah is well-acquainted with all that ye do??? 
The celestial bodies are floating through the space in a 
manner that reveals His flawless grandeur: 


-» 375 fafta oz zoe ae -1 íz f oe 
Gs OS EET AAEE 


and [fail to see that] it is He who has created the night and the 
day and the sun and the moon - all of them floating through 
space? 
They are duty-bound to flow on the orbits in accordance 
with the time frame given to them even to the slightest 
extent: 


92 AME i t2. al^ Uf fe vest 20.22 ftt erg” 3932 7 
garbis Á LUG HAG ID as N 


It is not permitted to the Sun to catch up the Moon, nor can the 





28 ‘Allamah Asad, The Message, Eng. tr. of the Qur'an 22:18. 


?? The Holy Qur'an 31:29, Eng. tr. 'Allamah Yusuf Ali. 
30 ‘Allamah Asad, The Message, Eng. tr. of the Qur'an 21:33. 
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Night outstrip the Day: Each (just) swims along in (its own) orbit 
(according to Law).?! 
At another place the Qur'an elucidates some other aspects 
of the theme in the following words: 


PAY Weree eeke [^ - 25526 -55 - 755 gene PPr] 
Jols GS aA Aei 28 
glinig 


The sun and the moon follow courses (exactly) computed; 
6. And the herbs and the trees - both (alike) prostrate in 
adoration. 7. And the Firmament has He raised high, and He has 
set up the Balance (of Justice), 8. In order that ye may not 
transgress (due) balance.?? 


obi dest Sah d trus Deis eigen Fé ia 
PL Liles Si sov is gat denies SU 
BGM gh MEAS gt ESL Meee oda t 355.85 

Ae y 


It is Allah Who has created the heavens and the earth, and all 
between them, in six Days, and is firmly established on the 
Throne (of Authority): ye have none, besides Him, to protect 
or intercede (for you): will ye not then receive 
admonition? 5. He rules (all) affairs from the heavens to the 
earth: in the end will (all affairs) go up to Him, on a Day, the 
space whereof will be (as) a thousand years of your reckoning. 6. 
Such is He, the Knower of all things, hidden and open, the 





31 The Holy Qur'an 36:40, Eng. tr. 'Allamah Yusuf Ali. This is one of the 
greatest revelations about the creation of system of the orbits 
predetermined for the Sun and the Moon in accordance with the 
exactly computed courses for them. No heavenly body has the 
power to swerve even to the slightest extent from the orbit ordained 
for it. Only the most modern scientists can explain reality keeping in 
view the programming and the impact of the gravity controlling the 
heavenly bodies, their movements and functions as ordained by the 
Lord. 

?? The Holy Qur'an 55:5-8, Eng. tr. 'Allamah Yusuf Ali. 
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Exalted (in power), the Merciful.?? 
Almighty Allah, the creator, the evolver, and the sustainer 
of the universe has categorically pronounced: ?^ Glglawl (à Us ay 


v2)! å ky (To Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and 
on earth). As such, everything was subjected to the 
worship of the Lord. 


It has further been revealed that: 
^ 95 XA T3 w rale Ar (zx Ziu-7 P Ga 
N 2340545 AL SS Uo E SX Vee od) 


Behold, those who are near unto thy Sustainer are never too 
proud to worship Him; and they extol His limitless glory, and 
prostrate themselves before Him [alone].?° 


Another revelation contains that each celestial and 
terrestrial? being utters His glory and praise but we can't 
comprehend their manner of worshiping Him: 


MES hoses ro P LE st Med 
SAE e dé 3 oda uo, 455) 


The seven heavens extol His limitless glory, and the earth, and all 
that they contain; and there is not a single thing but extols His 
limitless glory and praise: but you [O men] fail to grasp the 
manner of their glorifying Him! Verily, He is forbearing, much- 
forgiving! 3” 
By glorifying and worshiping the Lord, therefore, the 
heavenly bodies and earth were fulfilling the purpose of 
their creation perfectly. Constant command and supervision 
of the Lord enforce them to perform their duties with utter 
perfection. Since they have no liberty to deviate from their 
programming, therefore, they do not need any test and 
trial by the Lord. They enjoyed perfection simply because 
they were programmed and supervised by the Almighty due 





33 The Holy Qur’an 32:4-6, Eng. tr. ‘Allamah Yusuf Ali. 

34 Al-Qur'an (al-Baqarah) 2:284. 

35 ‘Allamah Asad, The Message, Eng. tr. of the Qur'an 7:206. 
36 ‘terrestrial’ means: ‘earthly; of (or living on) land;’ 

37 ‘Allamah Asad, The Message, Eng. tr. of the Qur'an 17:44. 
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to which they enjoyed freedom from the test and trial. 
These creatures, therefore, were neither accountable for 
their acts nor did they deserve any rewards or punishment 
on the day of final judgment. 





Although the heaven and the Earth had conceded willingly 
to obey the commandments of the Lord (Al-Qur’an 41:11), 
yet due to their shrinking from responsibility of the trust, 
the Lord subjected them to compulsion. Everything, 
therefore, prostrates in obedience to His will. The theme of 
obedience of every creature before the Lord is of such 
importance that Almighty Allah has made repeated mention 
of the same in the Qur’an. 


ASA WoL di SANs leg hue ata tg als 
S 255 iiis AS oa BING Us outset dU dad ds Safes 
Gn 


Do they not look at Allah's creation, (even) among (inanimate) 
things,- How their (very) shadows turn round, from the right and 
the left, prostrating themselves to Allah, and that in the humblest 
manner?. And to Allah doth obeisance”? all that is in the heavens 
and on earth, whether moving (living) creatures or the angels: 
for none are arrogant (before their Lord). ^? 


All Creatures Implore Allah 

It has also been revealed that the Lord does not sit idle at 
any time. He is always busy to do something. The Lord 
neither isolated himself from His creatures nor did He lose 
effective control over them even for a moment since the 
time of their creation. God always continues to take care of 
them, to guide them and to do everything to fulfill the 
needs of His creatures. It has been said: 


oe 5 = 3 f - 
od si ag oe istius 





38 ‘obeisance’ means: ‘a bow; a courtesy’. 
3° The Holy Qur’an 16:48-49, Eng. tr. ‘Allamah Yusuf Ali. 
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Whosoever is in the heaven and on earth begs of Him (its needs 
from Him). Every day He is (engaged) in some affair (such as 
giving honour or disgrace to some, life or death to some)!*° 


‘Allama Asad has rendered it as: 


On Him depend all creaturesin the heavens and on earth; [and] 
every day He manifests Himself in yet another [wondrous] 
way.” 

It is pertinent to note here that Islam has no concept of 
sluggishness, sleep, fatigue or rest of the God as stated by 
Genesis 2:2 i.e. “on the seventh day God ended his work 
which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from 
all his work which he had made" (KJV). To refute the 
misconception, it has been revealed that 


BEVIS s di gyi atl 


God-there is no deity save Him, the Ever-Living, the Self- 
Subsistent Fount of All Being. Neither slumber overtakes Him, nor 
sleep.” 

At another place God has categorically asserted: 


IK pli seal NI AE E OTENE S sg sf 
59$ xB Jot Ris 


See they not that Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth, 
and never wearied with their creation, is able to give life to the 
dead? Yea, verily He has power over all things.*? 
It is, therefore, evident from the above that the Lord 
always continues to create, to sustain to destroy or to 
evolve His creatures in whatever manner He may please. 
He never gets tired from His work nor does He stop working 
at any time. Allama Iqbal observes: 





40 The Noble Qur'an, Tr. Dr. Muhammad Tagi-ud-Din Al-Hilali And Dr. 
Muhammad Muhsin Khan (Riyadh: Darussalam Publishers, Saudi 
Arabia 1%* Ed. 2000), 55:29. 

^! Allamah Asad, The Message, Eng. tr. of the Qur'an 55:29. 

42 'Allamah Asad, The Message, Eng. tr. of the Qur'an 2:255. 

43 The Holy Qur'an 46:33, Eng. tr. 'Allamah Yusuf Ali. 
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Ave < rv Ü T E x 
x ye B Ale (oe e du 


This alludes to the fact that the Lord has did not cease to 
create new things to manifest more and more of His 
attributes. 


Kingdom of Heaven had No Room for Any 
Disobedience 


Our discussion so far makes it evident that no one in the 
kingdom of heaven enjoyed any freedom to violate any of 
the commandments of the Lord. Everything created by the 
Lord, therefore, bowed before Him in the most humble and 
slavish manner. God said: 


Not one of the beings in the heavens and the earth but must 
come to (Allah) Most Gracious as a servant.^? 


Exception to the Compulsion 

Although the Lord had always been busy exercising His 
command and control and effecting changes as per 
programming or evolutionary process, yet many of the 
attributes of the Lord had not yet been fully manifested in 
the Universe. Similarly, many subtle feelings, inclinations, 
instincts or natural properties of different creatures had not 
found their exposure in the world. The Lord, therefore, 
decided to create two new species, i.e. humans and the 
Jinn respectively with such complexities of nature which 
were not known in the Universe prior to them. 


The earth was, perhaps, white hot like Sun when the Lord 
created the Jinn from the flame of fire to occupy the earth 
and its surroundings. The main purpose of the creation of 





^' "Allamah Iqbal, Bal-e-Jibril, in 'Kulliyat-e-Igbal--Urdü' (Lahore: Iqbal 
Academy Pakistan, 2007), p.364. 
45 Al-Qur'an 19:37 Yusuf Ali. 
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the Jinn, too, was to worship the Lord.*® Like other 
creatures, the jinn, too, seem to have evaded to take up on 
them the responsibility to fulfill the trust (Amanahh) of the 
Lord independently. Amanahh was the opposite of 
Compulsion. It was a test and trial of the free will whether 
it yields to temptations, lusts and needs or succeeds to 
exercise control over vicious instincts and inclinations. Due 
to pride and arrogance in them, the Jinn were not inclined 
even to repent or to improve their conduct. The said 
inability of the Jinn, therefore, disqualified them from being 
appointed as representatives of the Lord on earth. 
Humankind, however, qualified for the assignment on 
account of their humility, confession of fault, repentance, 
craving for guidance and mercy of the Lord. 


The Lord had bestowed the Jinn with intelligence, free-will 
and guidance by sending prophets to them.*” Both the Jinn 
and angels had no compatibility with environments on 
earth. The Jinn were, however, the first sensible creatures, 
who were free from inbuilt guidance and programming of 
the Lord. They enjoyed free will to choose between good 
and evil and to act in accordance with their own discretion. 
The Jinn had sex and they could procreate. Avarice, hatred, 
enmity, vengeance, cheating, lying, arrogance, 
disobedience, pride and many other vices were introduced 
by the Jinn for the first time in the world. 





46 Al-Qur'an 51:56: i ' f 
O23] Y| Suis 52 Cals las 
I only created mankind and the jinn that that they might 
worship Me. (Dar al-Choura, Beirut, p.390). 
47 Al- -Qur'an 13: 7i 


eli) (Sighs 5 SUT Sue ó En sls (SA ALLS Sot afl ls Sad jobs ra 
de ligás g bhasi ils Cdi qe Gag E tu (S235 
$536 16 agi Sad 
‘Company of Jinn and mankind, did not Messengers come to you 
from among you, relating to you My signs and warning you of 
the encounter of this your day?' They shall say, 'We bear 
witness against ourselves.' They were deluded by the present 
life, and they bear witness against themselves that they were 
unbelievers. (A. J. Arberry, The Koran Interpreted; (6:130) 
Oxf. Univ. Press, 1983, p. 136f) 
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The Jinn were a species in between the angels and humans. 
They shared invisibility, power, speed and invulnerability to 
heat or cold etc with the angels. As regards humankind, 
they shared many feelings, inclinations and instincts with 
them. They needed food to sustain themselves. They, 
however, differed from both the angels and human beings 
in many aspects. Being created from the flame of fire, they 
were more inclined towards arrogance and pride. They had 
no humility or sense of repentance in them. The Jinn also 
did not accord with most of the elements composing the 
substance of the earth especially when it had cooled 
down to sustain vegetation and life on it. The Jinn, 
therefore, had no compatibility with the environmental 
changes on earth nor had they the capabilities to exploit its 
resources or to use the same for their benefit. They did not 
sow nor reap on earth. The Jinn did not rear livestock 
for their use or to produce anything for their 
sustenance. They had no capabilities to increase their 
knowledge nor could they improve their faculties to rise 
to a higher plane of life. The Jinn were unable even to 
bring temporary changes in the atmosphere, protection or 
to procure water and food for themselves. All this alludes to 
inability of the Jinn to rule the earth judiciously or to utilize 
its resources properly for their betterment. 


The Jinn had more of pride and arrogance than 
submissiveness and courtesy in them. They had no 
proclivity*® towards humility and repentance to crave for 
mercy and forgiveness of the Lord. Most of them spread 
wickedness and blood-shed on earth. Although, e>) i.e. 
mercy, was one of the most frequently mentioned 
attributes of the Lord yet the Jinn did not invoke the same 
for their salvation. 





48 ‘proclivity’ means: ‘Inclination and aptitude’. 
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No existence of Evil before Creation of 
Jinn and Man 


The kingdom of Heaven existed for unknown billions of 
years. Since everything had been put under the compulsion 
of the Lord, therefore, no creature had the option to 
deviate from any of the commandments of the Lord. No evil 
existed in the Universe. It was with the creation of Jinn and 
man by the Lord long after the Jinn with free will and the 
power to choose between good and evil and act in 
accordance with their own decision that evil entered into 
the world due to violation of the commandments of the 
Lord. Prior to their creation, no one could do any wrong to 
others. The world was free from lusts, avarice, envy, 
falsehood, fraud or any other vices as we find in the human 
beings today. As such, there was neither any need for 
dispensation of justice nor mercy needed to be displayed in the 
universe. Sensual love, sex, marriage, fertilization or re- 
procreation was unknown to the creatures except on Earth. 
Evil, therefore, did not exist beyond the earth and its 
atmosphere polluted by the Jinn and Man. While the rest of the 
universe was extremely dark and cold, yet some of the 
heavenly bodies were aflame with fire and moving away 
from each other at tremendous speeds. It was, therefore, a 
vast world of power, heat, cold, speed, energy and perfect 
compulsion in the universe. Vegetation, mortal beings, or 
tender feelings had not been created except on the planet 
Earth. 


Due to strict command and control of the Lord, everything 
was serving Him in a mechanical manner without any 
conscious effort on their part. Arrogance, disobedience or 
pride was unknown in the universe. All the heavenly bodies, 
the earth, and the living beings were working on a set 
pattern with perfect harmony and smoothness. There was 
no commotion, and no variety of conduct in the creatures 
of the Lord. From human point of view, there was a sort of 
monotony and colorlessness prevailing in the universe. 


It was a totalitarian system centered in the Lord. Nothing 
was autonomous in the Universe. There had been no 
questions of personality or individuality among the 
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creatures. Even the angels with the exceptions of 
Archangels had no individuality in them. The universe was 
being governed in an aggregate or collective manner. 
Mortality or sin was unknown in the world of compulsion. 
This was the background in which the Almighty was 
pleased to introduce a new world order on earth and 
its surroundings by creating Jinn and Man 
respectively. 


Was Something Lacking in the Universe? 


According to the consensus of the People of Book, 
Almighty, the creator and sustainer of the universe is the 
living Lord who is absolute, perfect and transcendent over 
His creatures. The Lord is eternal without any beginning or 
end. In spite of the said consensus, the Jews, the Christians 
and the Muslims differ from one another in respect of their 
comprehension about the person of God and His attributes. 
The Bible ascribes anthropomorphism to the Lord and 
to His attributes. Man in the likeness of God or vice- 
versa, therefore, is the greatest stumbling block for the 
Jews as well as the Christians in the way of their 
acquaintance with the Lord and their knowledge about His 
attributes. The Christians have evolved for themselves tri- 
theism instead of absolute unity or oneness of God. The 
Christian God, therefore, is three in one and also one in 
three. The front person in the Godhead is Jesus Christ who 
is man-God or God-man and the ultimate savior of 
humankind. 


The stories about the Creation of universe and humankind 
in the Old Testament contain less of the revelation 
than mythology and speculation of the Jewish sages 
and the priests. After presenting an imaginary account of 
creation they were concerned primarily to trace out the 
origin of the Israelites. The genealogies from Adam to 
Judah provided in the Genesis and descendants of Judah up 
to Jesus Christ enumerated in the New Testament are 
apparently the handiwork of certain rabbis and sages of the 
Jews and are not based on any revelation from the 
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Almighty. They, therefore, cannot be taken as authentic 
records. Similarity to the Almighty and His attributes has 
been suggested in a casual manner while the Israelites and 
their origin have been treated as the central theme of the 
Old Testament. Even the New Testament did not try to 
acquaint humankind with the transcendence of the Lord 
and His attributes. Christians were concerned primarily 
to highlight the so-called original sin of Adam and 
Eve causing degeneration and death to all their 
descendants. They seemed to be concerned with the 
Original sin and its effects on progeny of Adam while 
salvation from the same had been the main pursuit. 
Instead of any stress on wholehearted worship and 
obedience to one and the only Lord God of the 
Universe, they developed the doctrine of a savior i.e. 
Jesus Christ, the ‘Risen Lord’ as the main object of 
worship for them. 


It is only the Qur’an that is primarily concerned with the 
acquaintance of God and His attributes. Qur’an provides us 
with a credible and detailed account of the creation, the 
omnipotence and other attributes of the Lord. Some of His 
Attributes are mentioned in the Qur'an with literal 
meanings. Such attributes are also evident to the human 
beings. There are many others that are described in 
allegorical manner. Humankind will, therefore, be realizing 
about limited comprehension of the infinite realm of the 
attributes of God which will continue to manifest in the 
world with increased knowledge and enlightenment of the 
species. There also had been certain attributes of the 
Almighty about which we did not know before the creation 
of Jinn and Man. We shall, therefore, be discussing both the 
species in the chapters that follow. 


As regards the angels, they seem to be the earliest 
creatures of the Lord who were existing even before the 
creation of time. Angels have countless species which 
include highly estimable, huge and powerful figures like the 
Archangel Jibrael, Michael, Israphel and the most powerful 
angels like those bearing the throne of the Lord or those 
serving as the guardians of Hell etc. Angels enjoy vast 
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powers in the physical as well as meta-physical spheres. 
They can travel with infinite speed to perform their 
assignments. Among the Angels, there are many other 
types working as various forces of nature. They may also 
include the tiniest creatures who carry out different specific 
responsibilities assigned to them. 


Angels seem to be the first sentient beings with vast 
variety of species among them. While some of the angels 
were bestowed with great sizes, powers and speeds, others 
were tiny creatures to serve as elements of the forces of 
nature. Although the Lord had granted specific powers to 
each type of angels to perform their assignments yet they 
did not enjoy free will to do anything of their own. Angels 
were created from 9 (i.e. light or special power of the 
Lord) with immunity from all type of lusts, desires and 
feelings. They were invulnerable to fire, cold or heat, 
hunger or thirst, fatigue or sleep, grief or happiness and 
numerous other feelings and shortcomings of humans or 
the Jinn. Matters such as birth, infancy, growth, youth, old 
age, decay or death were unknown to the Angels. Worship 
and glorification of the Lord was the only source of their 
sustenance. They, however, did not enjoy liberty to deviate 
from any commandment of the Lord. 


Angels had no compatibility with the environment, the 
substance and the atmosphere of the earth. They also did 
not possess the pre-requisites of the test and trial which 
entailed freedom of choice and action keeping in view the 
guidance of the Lord. As against the angels, the Lord had 
created humankind with such complexity of nature that 
conformed to their test and trial on earth. Humankind had 
to endeavor constantly to do good and to control their lusts 
and temptations to avoid transgressions against the 
commandments of the Lord. Angels neither enjoyed any 
liberty nor had they any inclinations, temptations and lusts. 
In the absence of the necessary pre-requisites, therefore, 
the angels could not have fulfilled the purpose of test and 
trial ordained for humankind on earth. 
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Social Justice and Equality of Humankind 


Establishment of the kingdom of God on Earth needs 
dispensation of justice and social equality of all human 
beings. Qur'an, therefore, asserts that: 
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Surely Allah enjoins justice, kindness and the doing of good to 
kith and kin, and forbids all that is shameful, evil and oppressive. 
He exhorts you so that you may be mindful.°° 

It also asserts to entrust positions of responsibility to the 


genuinely capable persons and to dispense justice to the 
people without any bias: 
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Allah doth command you to render back your Trusts to those to 
whom they are due; And when ye judge between man and man, 
that ye judge with justice: Verily how excellent is the teaching 
which He giveth you! For Allah is He Who heareth and seeth all 
things.?? 


Maulana Mawdudi has translated it as follows: 


Allah commands you to deliver trusts to those worthy of them, 
and when you judge between people, judge with justice.” 





4° Al-Qur’an (al-Nahl) 16:90. 
5° Mawdüdi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, p. 568. 


5! Al-Qur'an (al-Nisa) 4:58. 
52 The Holy Qur'an 4:58, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
53 A footnote has been inserted here by Sayyid Mawdüdr: 

Here the Muslims are forewarned against the evils which had 
afflicted the Israelites. One of the fundamental mistakes 
committed by the Israelites was that in the time of their 
decadence they had handed over positions of trust, (i.e. religious 
and political leadership), to incompetent, mean, immoral, 
dishonest and corrupt persons. The result was that corruption 
spread throughout the nation. The Muslims are directed to take 
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Excellent is the admonition Allah gives you. Allah is All-Hearing 
All-Seeing.** 
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Believers! Be upholders of justice, and bearers of witness to 
Truth for the sake of Allah, even though it may be against 
yourselves or against your parents and kinsmen, or the rich or 
the poor, for Allah is more concerned with their well-being than 
you are. Do not, then, follow your own desires lest you keep 
away from justice. If you twist or turn away from (the Truth), 
know that Allah is well aware of all that you do.°° 


O ye who believe! stand out firmly for justice, as witnesses to 
Allah, even as against yourselves, or your parents, or your kin, 
and whether it be (against) rich or poor: for Allah can best 
protect both. Follow not the lusts (of your hearts), lest ye 
swerve, and if ye distort (justice) or decline to do justice, verily 
Allah is well-acquainted with all that ye do.” 


Since all human beings descend from one father, Islam 
stresses on equality of rights and dignity of all of them. It 
aims at the creation of a God-conscious society living under 
the fear of the Lord and accountability before Him on the 
Day of Judgment. God said: 





heed of this, and to entrust positions of responsibility only to 
those who are capable of shouldering the burden of such 
positions. The major weakness of the Israelites was that they had 
completely lost their sense of justice. They pursued either 
personal or national interests at the cost of honesty, equity, 
reasonableness and good faith. After informing the Muslims of the 
inequity of the Jews, God now warns them against committing 
similar injustices. They should rather declare what is right in the 
face of friend and foe alike, and judge between people with 
justice and equity. (Mawdüdi, p.170). 

** Mawdüdi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, p. 170. 

5 Al-Qur'an (al-Nisa) 4:135. 

56 Mawdüdi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, 195-6. 

5” The Holy Qur'an 4:135, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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O mankind! Be careful of your duty to your Lord Who created you 
from a single soul and from it created its mate and from them 
twain hath spread abroad a multitude of men and women. Be 
careful of your duty toward Allah in whom ye claim (your rights) 
of one another, and toward the wombs (that bare you). Lo! Allah 
hath been a Watcher over you.?? 
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It is He Who created you out of a single being, and appointed for 
each of you a place of stay (in life) and a resting place (after 
death), We have indeed spelled out Our signs for those who can 
understand.°! 
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(...). Help ye one another in righteousness and piety, but help ye 
not one another in sin and rancor (Mawdüdi: ‘transgression’): 
fear Allah: for Allah is strict in punishment.9? 
There is a number of other injunctions of the Lord aiming at 
improving the social setup and moral conduct of the 
believers such as: 
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58 Al-Qur'an (al-Nisa) 4:1. 

5° M, M. Pickthall, The Meaning of the Glorious Koran, 4:1. 

© Al-Qur'an (al-An’am) 6:98. 

61 Mawdüdi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, 282,83. 
62 Al-Qur'an (al-Ma'idah) 5:2. 

8$ The Holy Qur'an 5:2tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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"And [God says:] 'We have enjoined upon man goodness 
towards his parents: his mother bore him by bearing strain 
upon strain, and his utter dependence on her lasted two 
years: (hence, O man,] be grateful towards Me and towards 
thy parents, (and remember that] with Me is all journeys’ 
end. (31:15) "[Revere thy parents;] yet should they 
endeavor to make thee ascribe divinity, side by side with 
Me, to something which thy mind cannot accept (as divine], 
obey them not; but (even then] bear them company in this 
world's life with kindness, and follow the path of those who 
turn towards Me. In the end, unto Me you all must return; 
and thereupon I shall make you (truly] understand all that 
you were doing (in life].'9? 


The Lord Introduced the New World Order 


(Introduction of the Obedience or Disobedience Out 
of Choice and not out of Compulsion for the Human 
race — i.e. KHALIFAH OF THE LORD ON EARTH) 


It has so far been discussed that the creation of man in the 
likeness of God was one of the greatest misconceptions in 
the OT as quoted below: 


God said, ‘Let us make man in our own image, in the likeness of 
ourselves, (...). 27 God created man in the image of himself, in 
the image of God he created him, male and female he created 
them.9e 
The Jews and the Christians, therefore, failed to eradicate 
from their sub-conscience the deep-rooted image of 





$^ Al-Qur'an (Luqman) 31:14-15. 

65 ‘Allamah Asad, The Message, Eng. tr. of the Qur'an 31:14-15. 

66 The New Jerusalem Bible, Pocket edition. Gen 1:26-27 (London: 
Darton, Longman and Todd, 1990), p, 5. 
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Adam and Eve’s likeness with God. Their doctrine of sin 
implied that Adam enjoyed perfection of nature and 
sanctifying grace of the Lord at the time of his 
creation. They, therefore, deride Adam and Eve bitterly for 
spoiling the original nature of the creation of man. Adam 
and Eve were depicted as chief villains against humankind 
inflicting degeneration of nature, death and depravity on 
them. 


In the forthcoming chapters on the Purpose of the Creation 
of Man and the Amanahh, we have attempted to dispel the 
misconceptions about the original nature and the purpose 
of the creation of the human race. Suffice here to state that 
prior to the creation of human beings and the Jinn, entire 
universe was operating under the compulsion and strict 
control of the Lord. Due to programming and direct 
supervision of the Lord, it was a world of perfection having 
no possibility of any deviation from the courses set for 
everything in the universe. Perfect compliance of the 
commandments of the Lord and absolute sinlessness was, 
therefore, the order of the Universe and a norm in the 
world of compulsion. 


As against the above, the Almighty was pleased to create 
two new species i.e. Jinn and human beings for their test 
and trial on Earth. They were bestowed with freedom to 
choose between different options before them and to act 
independently. Instead of natural compulsion on them, the 
Almighty had granted them free will to choose between the 
good and evil keeping in view the guidance sent down to 
them through prophets of the Lord. Besides this, the 
Almighty had created humankind with such complexities of 
nature that they were open to both the ways before them. 
It was due to this liberty granted to humankind that 
transgression and sinfulness was foreseen as a norm than 
an exception or impossibility in the world of humans and 
the Jinn. Any sinful act from them was not, therefore, a 
surprise for the Lord. To help them in the test and trial the 
Lord always continued to reveal to them the way to 
salvation by turning to the Lord repentantly and 
seeking mercy and forgiveness from Him. The Lord 
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also had assured humankind repeatedly that He would be 
washing them clean from their sinfulness provided they 
implored for it with a resolve not to disobey the 
commandments of the Almighty thereafter. Due to 
weakness in human nature, however, human beings had 
the possibility to break their vow when over powered by 
their lusts. Even in such cases, they must not get 
disappointed from the Lord because they enjoy the 
privilege to be forgiven by the oft-forgiving and merciful. A 
new world order had, therefore, started with effect 
from the creation of the Jinn and human beings with 
free will and liberty to choose between various 
options and to act in accordance with their own 
choice on Earth. 





7 Isaiah 1:18, Al-Qur'an 2:186, 39:53. 


Ch. 2 - 


GOD’S COVENANTS WITH HIS 
CREATURES 


We learn from the Qur'an that soon after creating each and 
everything in the universe, the Almighty had made a 
general covenant with all His creatures as an essence of His 
acknowledgment by them. We already quoted from the 
Qur'an that: 


Moreover He comprehended in His design the sky, and it had 
been (as) smoke: He said to it and to the earth: "Come ye 
together, willingly or unwillingly." They said: "We do come 
(together), in willing obedience." 
This covenant, therefore, covered the skies, the earth and 
everything else created by the Lord. The covenant affirms 
that in response to query from the Almighty, each and 
everything had pledged their willing obedience to the 
commandments of the Lord. In addition to the above, the 
Lord had also been making particular or specific covenants 
with His creatures such as angels, Jinn and men. Human 
beings had perhaps been the only species who were 
honored by a large number of covenants at different times 
from Adam to Muhammad J£. The first covenant with the 
human beings was made before their placement on earth 
as vicegerents of the Lord. The Almighty revealed that: 
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When thy Lord drew forth from the Children of Adam - from 
their loins - their descendants, and made them testify 
concerning them selves, (saying): "Am I not your Lord (who 
cherishes and sustains you)?"- They said: "Yea! We do 
testify!" (This), lest ye should say on the Day of Judgment: 
"Of this we were never mindful"®? 





$8 Al-Qur'an 41:11 (Yusuf Ali). 
© Al-Qur'an 7:172 (Yusuf Ali). 
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Although each and every creature had already pledged their 
willing obedience to the commandments of the Almighty yet 
the sovereign Lord continued to make fresh covenants 
reminding human beings of their commitment to Allah SWT. 
Through the afore-stated covenant, the human spirits 
confessed the Almighty as their God which also implied 
willing obedience to fulfill their obligations towards the one 
and the only Lord God of the Universe. 


Covenant of the Prophets about the 
Promised Messenger 


After the covenant from the mankind, the Almighty also 
took a pledge from the prophets as quoted below: 
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Behold! Allah took the covenant of the prophets, saying: "I 
give you a Book and Wisdom; then comes to you a 
messenger, confirming what is with you; do ye believe in him 
and render him help." Allah said: "Do ye agree, and take this 
my Covenant as binding on you?" They said: "We agree.” He 
said: "Then bear witness, and I am with you among the 
witnesses."”° 


All the prophets from Adam to Jesus were, therefore, 
duty bound to announce the advent of the Prophet 
promised by the Lord. We shall be discussing the same 
separately in our forth-coming book “Paran and the Prophet 
Promised by the Lord”. 


God Took on Him to Provide Guidance 
The Qur'an tells us that while placing Adam and Eve on 
Earth, the Lord revealed to them: 


We said: "Get ye down all from here; and if, as is sure, there 
comes to you Guidance from me, whosoever follows My 





70 Al-Qur'an 3:81 (Yusuf Ali). 


Ch. 2 — God’s Covenants with His Creatures 33 





guidance, on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve.”! 


The Qur'an further reveals that the Lord had taken on Him 
to provide guidance to all the nations in the world. 
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Verily We take upon Ourselves to guide, And verily unto Us 
(belong) the End and the Beginning."? 


During the earliest history of man on earth, there had been 
no means to record or to preserve the words of God 
accurately. Even the disciples of the prophets and their 
followers were likely to forget the true contents of the 
teachings of the prophets over a period of time. During oral 
transmissions there occurred various corruptions, deletions 
and additions in the teachings of the Prophets. In the 
absence of the correctly preserved word of God, it was 
natural for the succeeding generations to deviate from the 
true faith and practice of the prophets. 


Mistakes in transcription of the revelations from one 
medium to another, errors of the scribes and 
alterations/insertions made by certain composers, sages 
and priests also had corrupted the contents as well as the 
words of the text. Parts of the true guidance were also lost 
due to forgetfulness, heedlessness and negligence of the 
people while other parts stood distorted due to evil 
intentions, perversity and deliberate concealments by the 
scribes or the priests. Very often the people of book 
preferred to follow their own traditions, culture and lusts. 
To fulfill the self-assumed responsibility, therefore, the 
LORD continued to send His prophets to various nations in 
the world but majority of the people refused to believe 
them. God said: 


For We assuredly sent amongst every People a messenger, 
(with the Command), "Serve Allah, and eschew Evil" (...):? 


To every people (was sent) a messenger: when their 





?! Al-Qur'an 2:38 (Yusuf Ali). 
72 Al-Qur'an 92:12-13 (Yusuf Ali). 
73 Al-Qur'an 16:36 (Yusuf Ali). 
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messenger comes (before them), the matter will be judged 
between them with justice, and they will not be wronged.” 


Mankind has usually been following their own desires. They 
preferred their traditions, interests, benefits and liberties 
over the injunctions of God. With the exception of a 
minority, most of the people usually continued to deny the 
sovereignty of the Almighty or the credibility of the 
prophets and the message conveyed by them. 


Then sent We our messengers in succession: every time there 
came to a people their messenger, they accused him of 
falsehood: so We made them follow each other (in 
punishment): We made them as a tale (that is told): So away 
with a people that will not believe!”° 

And never came there a prophet to them but they mocked 
him. So We destroyed (them)- stronger in power than these;- 
and (thus) has passed on the Parable of the peoples of old."9 


It was further revealed that each prophet sent by the Lord 
spoke the language of the people or the community 
assigned to him: 


We sent not a messenger except (to teach) in the language of 
his (own) people, in order to make (things) clear to them. 
Now Allah leaves straying those whom He pleases and guides 
whom He pleases: and He is Exalted in power, full of 
Wisdom.” 


Each Prophet Preached the Same 
Essentials of Faith 

There can be no denial of the fact that prophets from Adam 
to Moses were strict monotheists. They believed in absolute 
unity of the almighty and worshiped no one except Him. All 
the Prophets, therefore, continued to rehearse and revive 
the essence of the same message and guidance to his 
people. 


Sayyid Mawdudi elaborates the point in the following: 


Allah took upon Himself, from the very beginning of man’s life 





74 Al-Qur'an 10:47 (Yusuf Ali). 
75 Al-Qur'an 23:44 (Yusuf Ali). 
76 Al-Qur'an 43:7-8 (Yusuf Ali). 
77 Al-Qur'an 14:4 (Yusuf Ali). 
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on the Earth, to send His guidance to him during his term of 
life, leaving him free to follow or not to follow it. Accordingly 
He made arrangements from among the people themselves 
and bestowed upon them the knowledge of the truth and the 
right way of life. They were charged with the mission to invite 
people to the Right way from which they had strayed. The 
Messengers themselves believed in Allah and acted in 
accordance with the Guidance they received from him. They 
were raised from different nations in different countries and 
thousands of them were sent during thousands of years. They 
all had one and the same religion which was based on the 
Unity of God and accountability in the Hereafter. They all 
taught the same way of life that was taught to the first man at 
the very start of his life in this world. They all followed the 
same guidance, that is, those fundamental and eternal 
principles of morality and culture which were prescribed for 
the first Man from the very first day of his life. They all had 
the one and the same mission, that is, to invite all human 
beings to the same guidance, and to organize them into one 
community. All those people who accepted their invitation 
became one community, which was duty bound to follow the 
Divine Guidance and to do its best and utmost to establish it 
and to guard against any transgression."? 
Over a period of time, however, followers of the prophets 
failed to preserve the message of the Lord accurately. 
Substantial parts of the revelations were forgotten over 
long periods of time or the same stood corrupted during 
oral or written transmission from one generation to 
another. 


All the true prophets were the emissaries of the same God 
who had no partners or associates with Him. Humankind 
was, therefore, obliged to worship one God alone i.e. Allah, 
Jehovah, Yahweh, Lord God or with whatever good name 
you address Him. They were obliged to obey all His 
commandments diligently. All the prophets had been 
unanimous in their preachings. As such, there never had 
been any difference in their preachings of faith and moral 





78 S, Abul A'la Mawdudi, The Meaning of the Qur'an, Vol. 1, (Lahore: 
Islamic Publications (Pvt.) Limited, 13-E, ShahAlam Market, 
Pakistan, 2000) pg. 11-12. 
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lessons taught by them. No genuine prophet, therefore, 
preached anything conflicting with the preachings of the 
prophets who were sent prior to him. 


God Never Deserted the Mankind 


We learn from the Qur’an that the Lord never deserted the 
mankind without proper guidance to them at any time 
throughout the history of man. A Warner (Prophet) has 
always been sent to each and every nation in the world 
during different periods in the history of man (Al-Qur’an 
10:49, 74 & 13:7 & 16:36 & 35:26). Muslims, therefore, do 
not differentiate one prophet from the other (Al-Qur'an 
2:285). They have unflinching faith in the absolute oneness 
and eternity of the unchanging God whose word endures 
forever. Muslims believe that the basic tenets and teachings 
of the prophets had always been the same irrespective of 
the period of their time or the nation to whom they were 
sent. 


The Lord, therefore, poses the question to the disbelievers 
that: 


Is then one who is on a clear (Path) from his Lord, no better 
than one to whom the evil of his conduct seems pleasing, and 
such as follow their own lusts?”? 


And the Unbelievers say: "Why is not a sign sent down to him 
from his Lord?" But thou art truly a warner, and to every 
people a guide.9? 
Qur'an is, therefore, the ultimate guidance of the Lord 
revealed through Prophet Muhammad the last one among 
the prophets of the Lord who said: 


Verily We have sent thee in truth, as a bearer of glad tidings, 
and as a warner: and there never was a people, without a 
warner having lived among them (in the past).®* 





7? Al-Qur'an 47:14 (Yusuf Ali). 
80 Al-Qur'an 13:7 (Yusuf Ali). 
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Covenant with Adam 


The Almighty had created Adam to serve as His vicegerent 
on earth. Both Adam and Eve were newly created species 
who were ignorant, simpleton and novitiate in the universe. 
They knew nothing about deception of Satan by telling lies 
on oath. The Satan had already declared to misguide them 
from the straight way towards the Lord. The Lord God, 
therefore, did not put Adam and Eve abruptly on the 
assignment predestined for them. To provide them initial 
training, therefore, He placed them in the Garden so that 
they may have full demonstration of the guise and guile of 
Satan. 


Forgetting the warning of the Lord both Adam and Eve 
transgressed the commandment by eating from the 
forbidden tree. The fatal results of the lapse were evident 
to them. In their distress and dismay, they turned to the 
Lord for help. To rescue them, from the affliction, the Lord 
inspired them the words through which they could seek the 
mercy and forgiveness of the Lord. As such, Adam and Eve 
had the bitter experience of paying heed to the vicissitudes 
of Satan and the fatal results thereof. On the other hand, 
they also learnt how to get out of the snare of Satan and to 
save themselves from the consequences of other inequities 
committed by them. It was after the said training that the 
Lord instituted the earliest parents of mankind on earth 
along with the second part i.e. Satan: 


He said: "Get ye down, both of you,- all together, from the 
Garden, with enmity one to another: but if, as is sure, there 
comes to you Guidance from Me, whosoever follows My 
Guidance, will not lose his way, nor fall into misery. "But 
whosoever turns away from My Message, verily for him is a 
life narrowed down, and We shall raise him up blind on the 
Day of Judgment.?? 


The Qur'an, therefore, places no blemish on Adam for 
introducing sin or inflicting death on his descendants. It 
tells us that in response to repentance and seeking 
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the mercy, the Lord God not only forgave the lapse of 
Adam gracefully but also chose him to the exalted 
position of His first prophet on Earth. It was not only 
Adam who was given the dignified position on earth but 
many among his descendants also enjoyed the said 
distinction as stated by the Qur’an. 


DAN JESSE Os eat Js Ue s 25 Akat, 


Allah did choose Adam and Noah, the family of Abraham, 
and the family of 'Imran above all people, (Al-Qur'an, 3.33) 
The said verse of the Qur'an effectively dispels the 
concept of the original sin of Adam bringing sin and 
death on mankind along with perpetual degeneration or 
debility of man to do anything good for his salvation. We 
must note here that it was subsequent to sin and 
repentance that the Lord God found Adam equal to the new 
assignment. He, therefore, chose him for the same exalting 
him to the distinguished rank of first prophet as well as 
Vice-gerent of the Lord on earth. Hence, struggle of Adam 
to get out of the snare of Satan and turning to the Lord 
repentantly not only washed off his sins but granted him an 
elevated position before Him. This shows that instead of 
any degeneration as propounded by St. Paul and his 
followers, Adam earned blessings of the Lord due to which 
prophets such as Noah, Hud, Salih, Abraham, Ishmael, 
Moses, Elias, David, Jonah, Isaiah, Jesus and Muhammad 
were chosen and raised from among the progeny of Adam. 
It is, therefore, a great misconception of St. Paul and his 
followers that due to any villainous role of Adam, the entire 
human beings had become captive to sin and debilitated to 
do anything good. 


As against the said misconception, we find that the Lord 
God reminds us of his bounteous blessings on the progeny 
of Adam again and again e.g.: 


"We have honoured the sons of Adam; provided them with 
transport on land and sea; given them for sustenance things 
good and pure; and conferred on them special favours, above 
a great part of our creation" (Al-Qur'an 17:70) 


Ch. 2 — God’s Covenants with His Creatures 39 





Factually the Lord God has made detailed mention of His 
bounteous blessings on the progeny of Adam e.g. Surah Al- 
Rahman (Ch. 55) Al-Nahal (Ch. 16), Al-Room (Ch. 30), 
Yaseen (Ch. 36, Verses 33-44 & 71-73) and in many other 
Surahs of the Qur’an. Perhaps the following verse sums up 
the whole theme. It says:- 


“If ye would count up the favours of Allah, never would ye be 
able to number them: for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful.” (Al-Qur’an 16:18) 


Remember that conscious acknowledgement of God's 
favors on man arouses gratefulness in him whereas the 
concept of relentless treatment of the Lord makes us 
disappointed and alienated from Him. The Lord God has 
always been showering His blessings on mankind besides 
His repeated assurance of mercy and forgiveness for those 
who worship no one except Him. This shows that the Lord 
had neither any disappointment from Adam nor had He any 
estrangement from his descendants. God did not desert 
Adam or his progeny at anytime on earth. God was 
concerned about the mankind to such an extent that He 
always continued to send His exalted prophets to guide 
them. 


Covenants with Descendants of Adam 


We have already quoted God's covenant with Adam (AI- 
Qur'an 20:123-4). In addition to the same, we also had 
referred to God's covenant with the human souls as 
mentioned in the beginning of this chapter. For ready 
reference it may be useful to repeat the same here: 


When thy Lord drew forth from the Children of Adam - from 
their loins - their descendants, and made them testify 
concerning themselves, (saying): "Am I not your Lord (who 
cherishes and sustains you)?"- They said: "Yea! We do 
testify!" (This), lest ye should say on the Day of Judgment: 
"Of this we were never mindful.?? 
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The following can also be treated as covenant with 
descendants of Adam. 


26. O ye Children of Adam! We have bestowed raiment upon 
you to cover your shame, as well as to be an adornment to 
you. But the raiment of righteousness,- that is the best. Such 
are among the Signs of Allah, that they may receive 
admonition! 27. O ye Children of Adam! Let not Satan seduce 
you, in the same manner as He got your parents out of the 
Garden, stripping them of their raiment, to expose their 
shame: for he and his tribe watch you from a position where 
ye cannot see them: We made the evil ones friends (only) to 
those without faith. 28 When they do aught that is shameful, 
they say: "We found our fathers doing so"; and "Allah 
commanded us thus": Say: "Nay, Allah never commands what 
is shameful: do ye say of Allah what ye know not?** 


Did I not enjoin on you, O ye Children of Adam, that ye should 


not worship Satan; for that he was to you an enemy 
avowed??^ 


The Lord, therefore, addressed the descendants of Adam 
which can be taken as the covenant of the Lord with them. 


24. (Allah) said: "Get ye down. With enmity between 
yourselves. On earth will be your dwelling-place and your 
means of livelihood,- for a time." 25. He said: "Therein shall 
ye live, and therein shall ye die; but from it shall ye be taken 
out (at last).°° 

O ye Children of Adam! whenever there come to you 
messengers from amongst you, rehearsing My signs unto 
you,- those who are righteous and mend (their lives),- on 
them shall be no fear nor shall they grieve.?7 


This shows that according to the covenant, the mankind 
had accepted their creator as their God. They, therefore, 
break their covenant with the Lord by accepting any other 
heavenly body, an angel, a Jinn or a human figure as their 
God. 


Allah, thereafter, drew the souls of all the prophets and 
covenanted with them as found in the following: 
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And remember We took from the prophets their covenant: As 
(We did) from thee: from Noah, Abraham, Moses, and Jesus 
the son of Mary: We took from them a solemn covenant.9? 


We already referred to the said covenant as per Al-Qur'an 
3:81. 


Covenant with Noah 


The details about the deluge of Noah has been discussed in 
the Bible while the same has been discussed in the Qur'an 
though in a manner different than we find in the Genesis. 


Abraham a Blessing for All the Nations 


According to Muslims Abraham had been the greatest of the 
prophets in between Adam and Prophet Muhammad. He 
was a blessing for all the people of the world. Abraham was 
a selfless and self-sacrificing sage and saint of the highest 
eminence who sacrificed everything else for the sake of 
God and for his mission to preach the word of God. He 
therefore taught the people to worship no one except one 
eternal and the only Lord God of the Universe. Abraham 
himself obeyed all the commandments of the Lord 
throughout his life. Consequently the Lord made him eb! 
wll i.e. the Leader of Mankind. As such he served as a role 
model of faith, righteousness and morality to be imitated by 
all the people of the world. 


Covenant with Abraham 


The Genesis provides us the covenant with Abraham in the 
following words: 


You also must agree to keep the covenant with me, both you 
and your descendants in future generations. You and your 
descendants must all agree to circumcise every male among 
you. From now on you must circumcise every baby boy when 
he is eight days old, including slaves born in your homes and 
slaves bought from foreigners. This will show that there is a 
covenant between you and me. (SEE 17:11) Each one must 
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be circumcised, and this will be a physical sign to show that 
my covenant with you is everlasting. Any male who has not 
been circumcised will no longer be considered one of my 
people, because he has not kept the covenant with me." (Gen 
17:9-14) 
This shows that the promise of land and the descendants 
had the pre-condition of obeying all the commandments of 
the Lord and to do what is right. Similarly circumcision of 
every male was a must for them. Who ever had not been 
circumcised had broken the covenant and could not be 
counted among the people of God. The Israelites however 
never paid any heed to the word of God. Instead of main 
stress on obedience to the commandments of the Lord they 
asserted their holiness and superiority over other nations 
merely due to their blood relation with Abraham. 


Subsequently for elevation and distinction of the Israelites 
they pretended to be the only genuine descendants of 
Abraham by propagation of the illegitimacy of all other 
genuine descendants of the Patriarch. Aside from them the 
Israelites also alleged illegitimacy of the descendants of Lot 
and denigrated the descendants of Canaan to be the slaves 
of the Semites i.e. the Israelites. They invented curse on 
Esau to be the slave of Jacob also aimed at humiliation of 
the Edomites as compared to the Israelites. Some special 
commandments from the Lord were also invoked to justify 
genocide or extinction of the nations having animosity with 
them. 


The covenant was obviously unilateral because it had no 
reciprocal obligations on the patriarchs’ or their 
descendants. It was much later that the covenant of 
circumcision enjoined upon Abraham and his descendants 
to obey the Lord and to do what is right. No specific details 
were there to elucidate what was right? God promised 
Abraham to make him ancestor of many nations. He also 
promised to him that the whole land of Canaan will belong 
to the descendants of Abraham and the Lord God will be 
their God forever. 
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Promised Messenger foretold by Prophets 
of Israel 


According to the record available to us the advent of 
Prophet Muhammad was beseeched firstly by Prophet 
Abraham as discussed elsewhere. Among his descendants, 
however, we find Prophet Jacob who during his farewell 
blessings to his descendants revealed that: 


The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from 
between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the 
gathering of the people be.?? 


It is worth noting here that in spite of numerous 
corruptions inserted into the text, the contents of the 
message were distinct in Torah up to King James Version. 
Subsequently, the scribes and the translators picked up 
further courage to confuse or conceal it entirely. The 
message in KJV was clear enough to foretell the withdrawal 
of authority and lawgiving from the progeny of Judah i.e. 
Jews at the hands of the prophet promised by the Lord. The 
Jews as well as the Christians made several attempts 
thereafter to conceal or to distort the said prediction of 
Prophet Jacob. Perhaps the most glaring example of the 
said concealment can be found in GNB that renders the 
same verse in the following manner: 


Judah will hold the royal scepter, And his descendants will 
always rule. Nations will bring him tribute And bow in 
obedience before him.?? 


Without further comments on the willful concealment and 
ambiguity created in the GNB, we proceed to quote the 
prediction of Moses about the advent of the promised 
prophet. Moses foretold the Israelites that the nations in 
the land promised to them may not divert them from the 
true faith. He, therefore, said: 


For these nations, which thou shalt possess, hearkened unto 
observers of times, and unto diviners: but as for thee, the 
LORD thy God hath not suffered thee so to do. The LORD thy 
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God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of 
thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall 
hearken;?! 


The same message had been affirmed in the words of the 
Almighty as quoted below. God said: 


I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, 
like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he 
shall speak unto them all that I shall command him. And it 
shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my 
words which he shall speak in my name, I will require it of 
him. But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a word in 
my name, which I have not commanded him to speak, or that 
shall speak in the name of other gods, even that prophet shall 
die.?? 
Alas! The Israelites as well as the Christians refused to bow 
before the will of God quoted above. The Israelites were 
clearly told that the promised messenger will not be from 
them. He will be from the brethren of Israel. Prophet 
Muhammad being a descendant of Ishmael was raised from 
the brethren of Israel but they denied him arrogantly. 


As regards Jesus, he was the last one among the prophets 
of Israel. He lived as a follower of the Law of Moses from 
his birth till his death. This proves that the authority did not 
depart from the progeny of Judah till the death of Jesus. In 
spite of mentioning about the prophet-hood of Jesus 
indirectly, the New Testament does not highlight Jesus as a 
prophet nor does it confess him as a messenger of the 
Lord. The composers never asserted that Jesus was 
rehearsing the words put by the Lord in his mouth or that 
he was addressing them as commanded by the Lord. The 
Evangelists as well as other contributors in the New 
Testament presented Jesus in an authoritarian manner like 
that of the Almighty. In stead of pointing out fulfillment of 
necessary signs of the prophet promised by the Lord in 
Jesus Christ as per Deu 18:14-15, 18-20 quoted above, the 
Christians preferred to assert his divinity than his prophet- 
hood. As against the New Testament, the Qur'an quotes 
Jesus having said: 
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When Jesus came with Clear Signs, he said: "Now have I 
come to you with Wisdom, and in order to make clear to you 
some of the (points) on which ye dispute: therefore fear Allah 
and obey me. "For Allah, He is my Lord and your Lord: so 
worship ye Him: this is a Straight Way.?? 


According to the Qur'an, Jesus, too, had predicted the 
advent of the Holy Prophet by name in the following 
manner: 
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And remember, Jesus, the son of Mary, said: "O Children of 
Israel! I am the messenger of Allah (sent) to you, confirming 
the Law (which came) before me, and giving Glad Tidings of a 
Messenger to come after me, whose name shall be Ahmad." 


But when he came to them with Clear Signs, they said, "this is 
evident sorcery!"?^ 


It is evident from the above that the Israelites refused to 
receive Jesus Christ as the exalted prophet of the Lord. The 
Christian followers of St. Paul, on the other hand distorted 
the true words of the revelation by confusing the advent of 
the promised Prophet with Paraclete or the Holy Ghost. 
Eventually, instead of worshiping one and the only Lord 
God of the Universe as preached by Jesus himself, the 
Christians ascribed divinity to Jesus and the Holy Ghost to 
introduce a Triune God or Trinity in the Godhead. Besides 
nullifying the teachings and faith of the prophets from 
Moses to Jesus, the afore-stated faith of the Christian 
community abrogates the most essential and primary 
commandments of the Decalogue as reproduced below: 


And God spake all these words, saying, I am the LORD thy 
God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before 
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me. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any 
likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: Thou 
shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the 
LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation 
of them that hate me; And shewing mercy unto thousands of 
them that love me, and keep my commandments.?* 


Another version of the same message we find recorded in 
the Deuteronomy: 


I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt, from the house of bondage. Thou shalt have none 
other gods before me. Thou shalt not make thee any graven 
image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or 
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waters beneath 
the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor 
serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting 
the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and 
fourth generation of them that hate me, And shewing mercy 
unto thousands of them that love me and keep my 
commandments.” 


Covenant Given in Specific Words 


Covenant of the LORD is neither a routine matter nor an 
ordinary event in the history of man. It is not a secret pact 
but a public event of utmost importance for human kind. 
The Almighty has always been making elaborate 
arrangement for the same. While the fulfillment of the 
covenant entailed various blessings of the LORD, the non- 
fulfillment always brought fatal results on the delinquents. 
The LORD had made His earliest covenant with all the 
heavenly bodies which included the angels and the Jinn. 
They all had vowed to obey all the commandments of the 
LORD. Nothing in the universe ever deviated from the 
commandments of the LORD. The placement of man as 
Khalifah (vicegerent of the LORD) was such an important 
event that the Almighty arranged a regular investiture 
ceremony for him. While all the angels obeyed the 
commandment of the LORD, the Satan was the first rebel 
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to break his covenant by disobeying the commandment of 
the Almighty. He, therefore, became accursed one in the 
Universe. 


We may note here that the covenant of Moses was neither 
given through a vision nor through a dream. The Lord 
called Moses to His personal presence and gave His 
commandments in specific words which were clear and 
definite in their meanings. The Ten Commandments being 
the core of the law and faith of Moses were again engraved 
on both sides of the tablets to serve as a permanent record 
and reminder for Israel for all times to come. There was no 
ambiguity or riddle in the commandments of the Lord. This 
has also been confirmed by the word of the Lord: 


And the LORD said, "Now hear what I have to say! When 
there are prophets among you, I reveal myself to them in 
visions and speak to them in dreams. It is different when I 
speak with my servant Moses; I have put him in charge of all 
my people Israel. So I speak to him face-to-face, clearly and 
not in riddles; he has even seen my form! How dare you 
speak against my servant Moses?" ? 


The verdict of the Lord, therefore, leaves no room for 
changing the simple, clear-cut, well established and definite 
implications of the Ten Commandments endorsed by all the 
prophets of Israel from Moses to Jesus by any revelation, 
vision, interpretation or reasoning whatsoever. To ward off 
any confusion in future the LORD had himself engraved the 
specific words of the Ten Commandments on both sides of 
the stone tablets which stood preserved in the Ark of the 
Covenant up to its placement in the temple at Jerusalem. 
Besides this, the LORD also had instructed Moses to write 
down the words of the covenant as quoted below: 


The LORD said to Moses, "Write these words down, because it 
is on the basis of these words that I am making a 
covenant with you and with Israel." Moses stayed there 
with the LORD forty days and nights, eating and drinking 
nothing. He wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant--- 
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the Ten Commandments. 7° 


In view of the fact that after formalizing the covenant with 
the Lord, the Israelites had broken the same by their 
rebellious activities, therefore, the Lord gave them a fresh 
chance to fulfill their obligations under the Law. We can 
also presume that the renewal was necessary to show that 
the Lord had not got estranged from Israel nor He severed 
His relations with them. The Lord in His grace was pleased 
to renew the covenant and to assure the Israelites of His 
protection even when they might be surrounded by their 
enemies. 


But even then, when they are still in the land of their enemies, 
I will not completely abandon them or destroy them. That 
would put an end to my covenant with them, and I am the 
LORD their God. I will renew the covenant that I made with 
their ancestors when I showed all the nations my power by 
bringing my people out of Egypt, in order that I, the LORD, 
might be their God."?? 
The Lord, therefore, fulfilled His part of the commitment in 
the verses quoted above. Alas! The masses of the Israelites 
did not desist from worshiping false gods of other nations 
around them. Towards the End of the prophecy in Israel 
both John and Jesus called them to repent of the sins and 
seek forgiveness from the LORD. They continued to preach 
obedience to the Law of the LORD till their death. The 
earliest followers of Jesus had no concept of the divinity of 
Jesus or the Holy Ghost. They also had no Idea of 
Abrogation or replacement of the Law of Moses with man- 
made law i.e. the Law introduced by St. Paul, earlier 
Christian fathers or various councils of the bishops. Jesus 
was the last and the final prophet among the Israelites. No 
one after him had any lawful authority to change an iota 
from the faith and the Law of Moses. 
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MAN AS VICEGERENT OF THE 
LORD 


Kingdom of God 


The New Testament depicts Jesus using the term Kingdom 
of God frequently. The Christians, therefore, take it as the 
central theme of Jesus' teachings. As regards its meanings, 
we find widely differing views among them because they 
confuse it with Kingdom of Heaven. To know the true 
meanings of the Kingdom of God, we firstly need to 
understand the concept of ‘kingdom’ from the human point 
of view. The Webster's Dictionary explains that: 'the word 
‘kingdom’ means the position, rank or power of a 
king; a government of a country headed by a king 
or queen; monarchy.' 


The Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary explains the 
word ‘kingdom’ as ‘a Country ruled by a king or 
queen; an area controlled by a particular person or 
where a particular thing or Idea is important'. The 
Kingdom of God may, therefore, mean to us the realm of 
God, ruled directly by Him or through His representative in 
accordance with the law and commandments of the Lord. 
For monotheists, it may be a territory, a planet, a star or 
thousands of galaxies ruled by one and the Only Lord God 
of the Universe. 


‘God is the only sovereign LORD or King in the Universe’ 
was the primary faith of all the prophets from Adam to 
Muhammad. The Idea of God as a king was also 
fundamental to Judaism. By this they understood as God's 
work or activity or exercise of His sovereign power in the 
Universe. To sum up, we may conclude that the 'Kingdom 
of God' means the reign or rule of God i.e. where 
everything is subjected to the will of the LORD expressed 
through His law. Acknowledgement of sovereignty of the 
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Almighty and supremacy of the Law of the LORD are, 
therefore, the prime conditions for the Kingdom of God. As 
such, all prophets came with the message that humankind 
must not worship or bow before any one except the LORD. 
They must obey all the commandments of the LORD to 
establish His Kingdom on Earth. 


The entire body of the Law of Moses is based on the 
concept of the establishment of the kingdom of God abiding 
by their covenant with Him. Moses and all the prophets of 
Israel after him were, therefore, duty-bound to implement 
the injunctions of the Law. No one was free to ignore the 
Law of the Lord or to replace the same with any Law made 
by man. Even the kings were instructed to obey the law in 
the following manner: - 


When he becomes king, he is to have a copy of the book of 
God's laws and teachings made from the original copy kept by 
the levitical priests. He is to keep this book near him and read 
from it all his life, so that he will learn to honor the LORD and 
to obey faithfully everything that is commanded in it.!9? 


Man Created to be Vicegerent of the Lord 
on Earth 


Bible is silent about the purpose of creation of man and 
jinn. It simply tells us that God, after creating man, blessed 
him and said: "Have many children, so that your 
descendants will live all over the earth and bring it under 
their control" (Gen. 1:28). Aside from producing more and 
more children and bringing the earth under their control, no 
other purpose of creation or obligations of humankind 
towards the Lord has been mentioned therein. Self- 
surrender or Submission to the will of God had never been 
the priority of the Israelites. As against this the Qur'an had 
emphatically declared that the Lord had created man and 
jinn only to worship the lord. It was for the said purpose 
that the Lord God designated man as his vice-gerent on 
earth (Al-Qur'an 2:30) 
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This testifies that from the very beginning, the Lord had 
created man with the explicit purpose of making him His 
vicegerent on earth. The Lord God, therefore, fulfilled all 
the prerequisites for the same. He foretold them about His 
decision to create man to serve as vice-gerent over His 
creatures on earth. The angels were commanded that as 
soon as the LORD infuses His spirit in Adam, they will have 
to pay him the homage by prostrating before him. 


Duties Assigned to the Vicegerent 


Man, being a creature and slave of the Lord was obliged to 
obey all the commandments himself and impose the same 
on earth in his capacity as vicegerent of the Lord. The afore 
stated exalted designation of man as representative of the 
Lord bars him from bowing before any other creature 
because by worshiping any one except Allah, he not only 
admits rivals of the Almighty but also degrades himself as 
the deputy of the sovereign Lord. It is, therefore, a clear- 
cut breach of trust as well as rebellion on the part of man 
to associate other Gods with the Lord or to worship anyone 
else than the one and the only Lord God of the universe. 


Man as an appointee of Allah was also obliged to establish 
the kingdom of the sovereign Lord on Earth. For this, he 
had to abide by the Law of the Lord himself besides 
implementing the same within the sphere of his influence. 
Humankind is obliged to pronounce the word of God to 
others faithfully without any addition or concealment 
therein. They must realize that it is unbecoming for the 
agent of the Lord to obey or to worship anyone except the 
sovereign Lord. They have to be mindful of their 
responsibilities to promote peace, love, social justice and 
universal brotherhood of man as per guidance of the LORD. 
Similarly, eradication of pride, bigotry and injustice towards 
the depressed and the destitute was also enjoined on them. 
They must feed the poor, help the needy and treat other 
human beings with affability and kindness. A precise 
description of the obligation is found in the following: 
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Allah commands justice, the doing of good, and liberality to 
kith and kin, and He forbids all shameful deeds, and injustice 
and rebellion: He instructs you, that ye may receive 
admonition. 1?! 


There are many commandments of the sovereign Lord to 
establish His kingdom by implementation of His law on 
earth. Law is the will of the supreme expressed in specific 
words for proper understanding of man. The LORD, 
therefore, continued to reveal His word through His chosen 
prophets, which has been named St» or the covenant of 
the God with man. All the prophets preached the same and 
served as role models of righteousness to be imitated by 
their followers. 


The covenant, however, had never been unilateral. On the 
one hand, the Lord disclosed the necessary obligations of 
man, along with His assurance of grace and ample reward 
to those who follow the commandments of the Lord 
meticulously while on the other hand, He admonished the 
transgressors to refrain from disobedience to the Lord to 
escape punishment from Him. Mankind was told that there 
could be no salvation unless they worship and obey the 
LORD alone. In case of any transgression, they must repent 
and seek mercy and forgiveness of the LORD to help them 
towards the path of the righteous. It is worth-noting here 
that the Lord has always been true to His promise and He 
never failed to fulfill His part of the covenant. Man, on the 
other hand, usually failed to discharge his duties and 
obligations under the covenant again and again, due to 
which he shall be accountable on the Day of Judgment 
before the sovereign Lord of the universe. 





101 Al-Qur'an, 16:90 (Yusuf Ali). 
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Exaltation of the Vicegerent over all His 
Creatures 


Adam's designation as deputy of the LORD was not merely 
a matter of pronouncement. The Almighty did really mean 
it. He, therefore, made everything in the universe 
subservient to the cause of man. All the heavenly bodies 
and the forces of nature were commanded to render their 
assistance towards fulfillment of the obligations of the 
vicegerent of the Lord. 


Before the creation of man, the angels enjoyed superiority 
over all other creatures. They were the first creatures to be 
foretold about the advent of Adam as deputy of the 
Almighty to be placed on earth. They were, therefore, set 
on alert to bow before Adam as soon as the LORD infused 
His spirit in him. Jinn seem to be the first occupants of the 
Earth. Although the Almighty had provided guidance to 
them through the prophets from their own species yet they 
being rebellious and corrupt were mostly inclined towards 
wickedness. Iblees was one of the Jinn. Due to his devoted 
worship of the Lord for very very long time, the Almighty 
had allowed him to worship the Lord in the company of the 
angels. As such, when the Lord disclosed about the creation 
of man to serve as Vice-gerent of the Lord on earth, both 
the angels and Iblees met with a surprise because they 
thought that like jinn man, too, might spread corruption 
and bloodshed on the Land. Angels considered themselves 
as better candidates to be designated as vice-gerents of the 
Lord on earth. The Lord, therefore, revealed their plea 
along with proving to them the correctness of His choice in 
the following: - 


30. Behold, thy Lord said to the angels: "I will create a 
vicegerent on earth." They said: "Wilt Thou place therein one 
who will make mischief therein and shed blood?- whilst we do 
celebrate Thy praises and glorify Thy holy (name)?" He said: 
"I know what ye know not." 31. And He taught Adam the 
names of all things; then He placed them before the angels, 
and said: "Tell me the names of these if ye are right." 32. 
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They said: "Glory to Thee, of knowledge We have none, save 
what Thou Hast taught us: In truth it is Thou Who art perfect 
in knowledge and wisdom." 33. He said: "O Adam! Tell them 
their names." When he had told them, Allah said: "Did I not 
tell you that I know the secrets of heaven and earth, and I 
know what ye reveal and what ye conceal?" 34. And behold, 
We said to the angels: "Bow down to Adam" and they bowed 
down. Not so Iblis: he refused and was haughty: He was of 
those who reject Faith. +°? 


It is pertinent to note here that the Lord did not order the 
angels to worship Adam. He simply commanded them to 
bow in respect of the vicegerent designate to assure their 
assistance to him in the discharge of his obligations 
towards the Lord. The prostration of angels before Adam 
was, therefore, a unique honor bestowed by the Lord on 
man. Even the descendants of Adam share the same 
exaltation, provided they serve and worship no one except 
one and the Only Lord God of the universe and obey all His 
commandments meticulously. Anyhow, in spite of all efforts 
of man, there always exists the possibility of his violating 
the commandments of the Lord. Even prophets like Joseph 
admit the same inclination of their soul. He said: 


"Nor do I absolve my own self (of blame): the (human) soul is 
certainly prone to evil, unless my Lord do bestow His Mercy: 
but surely my Lord is Oft-forgiving, Most Merciful. "10? 


The Creator, therefore, has the best and the perfect 
knowledge of the nature according to which He created the 
man. The Qur'an reveals that: 


26. Allah doth wish to make clear to you and to show you the 
ordinances of those before you; and (He doth wish to) turn to 
you (In Mercy): And Allah is All-knowing, All-wise. 27. Allah 
doth wish to Turn to you, but the wish of those who follow 
their lusts is that ye should turn away (from Him),- far, far 
away. 28. Allah doth wish to lighten your (difficulties): For 
man was created Weak. (Al-Qur'an 4:26-28) 





102 Al-Qur’an 2:30-34 (Yusuf Ali). 
103 Al-Qur'an 12:53 (Yusuf Ali). 
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The Almighty also knew that Satan had challenged to turn 
away human beings from the straight path towards Him. 
Instead of accepting his fault and seeking mercy from the 
Lord, he insisted on his point of view. On seeking respite 
from the Lord till the Doomsday he chose to misguide 
human beings from the straight path towards the Lord. 
Satan being a representative of the jinn envied Adam’s 
excellence over his race. He firmly held on his conceit that 
due to his creation from the flame of fire, he enjoyed 
superiority over man whom the Lord God created from the 
essence of the earth. 


To fulfill his challenge, Satan would be striving day and 
night to misguide the people and to allure them towards sin 
and transgression. Allah also knew before hand that due to 
lusts and temptations, humankind was likely to fall into the 
snare of Iblees. Hence, in case of any transgression, the 
right course for man was not to get disappointed from the 
mercy of the Lord but to turn to Him repentantly and seek 
protection from Him. The Lord God had graciously assured 
man to forgive his sins provided he repents and turns from 
his sins thereafter. Allah, therefore, always continued to 
guide the human beings that he will be pleased to forgive 
the sins of those who repent of the same and turn to Him 
for salvation. Repentance of man was, therefore, a clear cut 
defeat of Satan who had strived hard to lead mankind away 
from the Lord. 


The Noblest Among the Creatures of the 
Lord 


It was a unique honor for man that the Lord God made him 
His vicegerent on earth and also made him the trustee of 
His covenant. There is neither any mention of some other 
vicegerent throughout the universe nor the Almighty did 
formalize a covenant with any other creature except man. 
Consequently, the Almighty equipped Adam with adequate 
knowledge, capabilities, and potentials to cope with his 
obligations and assignments as vicegerent of the Lord on 
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earth. Man as such acquired the status of ‘cbg 9,4!’ i.e. 
the noblest among the creatures of the Lord. The jinn 
too, despite their qualities of freedom to think and to act 
lagged behind man perhaps mainly due to their false pride 
of superiority over man, and their inability to confess their 
guilt or to learn from their errors. On the other hand, man’s 
capabilities to repent of their misdeeds and seeking mercy 
and forgiveness from the Almighty became the source of 
their exaltation over the Jinn and their salvation in the 
hereafter. By improving his conduct and by acquiring more 
knowledge man could surpass the jinn and other creatures 
of the Lord. It was the humble and unconditional 
submission of man before the Lord which pleased the 
Almighty and He always turned to mankind with immense 
love and forgiveness which are the necessary pre-requisites 
for the salvation as well as elevation of man. 


Dissatisfaction or frustration from the 
Lord 


Let us not forget that the Lord created everything including 
mankind and Jinn with the specific purpose to worship Him. 
Due to his designation as Vice-gerent and trustee of the 
Lord man was duty bound to concentrate on fulfillment of 
his obligations towards the Almighty. Most of human 
beings, however, failed to be grateful to the Lord for the 
unique status and honor bestowed on them by Him. 
Instead of performing the role assigned to them, 
humankind aspired to be like Jinni, angels or Gods. 
Unluckily, there had always been certain leaders among 
men who instead of teaching the people to discharge their 
obligations with wholehearted obedience and love for the 
Lord tried to infuse disgust and disappointment against 
Him. Instead of reminding to them the overall kindness, 
mercy, forgiveness and bountiful blessings of the Lord for 
mankind, they depicted Him in the likeness of a human 
despot who was old, rigid, relentless and sluggish person 
with no relaxation even to forgive the very first and the 
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only sin of Adam committed by him during his probation in 
the Garden. 


The God of the Old Testament was depicted as outdated, 
intransigent and obsolete. The Christian fathers like St. 
Paul and others found it expedient to introduce some new 
young, effective and benevolent god who could not only 
rescue mankind from the Original Sin of Adam but also take 
on him all the sins of mankind to make them holy partners 
in the newly established kingdom of God. It was, therefore, 
the unique privilege of St. Paul and his followers to discover 
and introduce Jesus as God son of God and the Holy Ghost 
as another God. Hence, they preached that it was of no use 
to be slaves under the commandments of the God of the 
Old Testament. To promote their point of view, such 
leaders spread disappointment and dejection against the 
ancient and rigid God of the Old Testament. St. Paul 
introduced union with Christ as the central truth of his 
doctrine of salvation. The expression ‘in Christ’ occurs 216 
times in Pauline letters and 26 times in the Johannine 
literature. St. Paul and his followers, therefore, stressed on 
intimate identification of the Christ with the believer 
(Gal 2:20). Instead of worshiping the Almighty, therefore, 
Christian church preached oneness or Union with Christ as 
the only way for salvation. 


Humankind has all the capabilities to evolve themselves to 
the highest levels of humanity. For us, therefore, the term 
‘in Christ’ has no meanings at all. Man is unable to change 
himself into a Jinni, an angel, a bird or a fish; yet through 
advancement in his knowledge and experience, he can 
develop around him facilities which did not originally lie in 
the nature of his creation. Man can dive into the deep sea, 
remain afloat, travel on land or surface of the sea at a 
tremendous speed. He has acquired the capabilities to fly in 
the air or to travel in the space. He has become capable of 
communicating his messages at millions of miles within a 
few seconds. Man also has succeeded in observing various 
objects on all the parts of earth or in the space at the 
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distance of millions of light years. All these advancements 
and many more had already been predicted by the Qur’an 
about 1430 years ago: 
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Seest thou not that Allah has made subject to you (men) all 
that is on the earth, and the ships that sail through the sea by 
His Command? He withholds the sky (rain) from falling on the 
earth except by His leave: for Allah is Most Kind and Most 
Merciful to man. Al-Qur'an, (22:65) 


The theory of man's captivity to sin or his debility to do 
anything good has, therefore, no support from the Qur'an, 
which depicts him capable enough to exercise control over 
all things in the heaven and earth and availing of the 
innumerable bounties of the Lord showered on him. It had 
been further revealed that: 
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Do ye not see that Allah has subjected to your (use) all things 
in the heavens and on earth, and has made his bounties 
flow to you in exceeding measure, (both) seen and 
unseen? Yet there are among men those who dispute about 
Allah, without knowledge and without guidance, and without a 
Book to enlighten them! (Al-Qur'an: 31: 20) 
Man was, therefore, the noblest among all the creatures of 
the Lord throughout the universe. All great prophets of the 
Lord were the progeny of Adam. The Lord has given a 
detailed account of those prophets including Zachariah, 
Yayha (John the Baptist), Jesus, Abraham, Moses, Aaron, 
Ishmael, Idrees (Enoch), Noah, and sons of Abraham and 
Jacob. Sura Maryam, i.e. 19:1-57, reveals that He chose 
and elevated all of them to the high rank of the prophets 
and showered His blessings on them: 
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Those were some of the prophets on whom Allah did 
bestow His Grace,- of the posterity of Adam, and of those 
who We carried (in the Ark) with Noah, and of the posterity of 
Abraham and Israel of those whom We guided and chose. 
Whenever the Signs of (Allah) Most Gracious were rehearsed 
to them, they would fall down in prostrate adoration and in 
tears. 104 


Self-surrender before the Lord 


No doubt the Lord created man in the best of the moulds 
and He exalted him over all His creatures by making him 
vicegerent or trustee of the covenant to enforce the will of 
the God on earth. For these bounties of the Lord, man was 
required to adopt self-surrender before the Almighty. 
Instead of the said response most of the mankind took no 
proper cognition of their dignity and responsibilities as the 
vicegerent of the Lord. We, however, observe that except 
for the prophets or some righteous persons in the world, 
other people usually failed to discharge their liabilities. 
Instead of establishing kingdom of God on earth and 
supremacy of the Vice-gerent of the Lord over other 
creatures, many among the mankind started worshipping 
and prostrating before the lifeless images carved out of 
stone wood or metal and many other objects instead of 
worshiping their creator and sustainer as the Only Lord God 
of the universe. 





104 Al-Qur'an, 19:58 (Al-Qur'an) 


Ch. 4 - 


AMANAHH (TRUST oR THE 
COVENANT) 


All Creatures Put under Compulsion 


We learnt earlier that after their creation all the heavenly 
bodies and the Earth had vowed their collective and willing 
obedience to the Lord. The next step was to ask them if 
they were ready to take up the responsibility of the trust to 
discharge their obligations independently. The Qur’an 
reveals that all the creatures shrunk from the same due to 
the fear that they may not be able to fulfill the trust of the 
Lord autonomously. The Lord revealed that: 
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We did indeed offer the Trust to the Heavens and the Earth 
and the Mountains; but they refused to undertake it, being 
afraid thereof: but man undertook it; He was indeed unjust 
and foolish; 1? 
While commenting on ‘Amanahh’ (33:72) Abdullah Yusuf Ali 
said: 
That man should undertake the God-like attributes (in 
however small a degree) of will, Forbearance, Love, and 
Mercy, brought him nearer to God than was possible for any 
other creature of God. This was part of God's will and Plan, 


but little did man realize then what a tremendous task he was 
undertaking or question himself whether he would be equal to 


it. 196 
Since all heavenly bodies, the earth and other creatures of 
the Lord in the universe had declined the offer of the Lord 
to bear the burden of the trust to be reposed in them He 
Himself imposed on each heaven its function and put them 





105 The Holy Qur'an 33:72, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
106 Abdullah Yusuf Ali, The Holy Qur'an (al-Ahzab) 33:72. 
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under the natural compulsion to obey all the 
commandments of the Lord. 


lay AL BE FIs hard ellos AULA 


Then He made them seven heavens in two days and revealed 
to each heaven its law.” 


It shows that the Lord ingrained His guidance in the nature 
of all those creatures and they were put under compulsion 
of the Lord which made it impossible for them to disobey 
any commandment of the Lord. The heavenly bodies and 
the earth were, therefore, programmed in such manner 
that they could not make the slightest deviation from the 
will of God. The Lord pronounced that: 
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Surel your Lord is none other than Allah, Who created the 
heavens and the earth in six days, and then ascended His 
Throne, Who causes the night to cover the day and then the 
day swiftly pursues the night, Who created the sun and the 
moon and the stars making them all subservient to His 
command. Lo! His is the creation and His is the command. 
Blessed is Allah, the Lord of the whole Universe. °S 


Besides general pronouncement about creation, the verse 
also reveals an implied confession of all the creatures about 
the exclusive prerogative of the Lord to create and to 
govern. The direction, which the Lord gave to Moses (pbAh) 
and Aaron (pbAh) to be conveyed to Pharaoh, also reveals 
the same: 


TOU B ph guts IS 


He said: "Our Lord is He Who gave to each (created) thing its 





107 Mawdidi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, p. 975. 
108 Mawdūdī, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, p. 319. 
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form and nature, and further, gave (it) guidance. 


It is evident from the above that by virtue of their 
subjection to Jabber’ (y>)! as well as ‘Qadar’ (533)!!! all 
heavenly bodies, forces of nature and living beings except 
humans and the jinn continued to serve and worship the 
Lord in a mechanical way. They, therefore, neither need to 
be put under any test and trial nor they earn any credit or 
discredit for their acts. As against other creatures, only 
human beings had been bestowed with the 'self' and free 
will due to which their acts of obedience and worship of the 
Lord were volitional, willful or deliberate acts done 
consciously to acknowledge the overall sovereignty and to 
pay homage and gratitude to the benevolence of the Lord. 
It is worth noting here that the Almighty had created 
human beings after everything else in the universe 
including the Jinn. They were the only creature bestowed 
with numerous new needs, inclinations, potentials and 
weaknesses. Keeping in view all the qualities put in human 
beings, we can understand that human worship and acts 
were conscious choices out of various options before them. 
Their actions, therefore, were neither lifeless movements 
nor automated acts of worship or disobedience to the 
commandments of the Lord. 


The Universe without Time and Evil 


The scientists today reckon the time since the ‘Big Bang’. 
According to them it was an explosion supposed to have 
occurred about 13.7 billion years ago when one great mass 
of gases and dust suddenly burst asunder for some 
unknown cause and started expanding on all directions at 
an accelerating speed. This was the start of the 
evolutionary process of trillions of heavenly bodies and the 
planets throughout the universe. The life of our planet 





10? The Holy Qur'an 20:50, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
110 Compulsion, overcome by force. 
111 Decree, Preordain, to straighten, to subject to strict measurement, 


Divine preordination etc. 
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earth is estimated at about 4.5 billion years. Meanwhile, the 
heavenly bodies, the earth, the angels and other creatures 
continued to serve the Lord being regulated under constant 
commandments of the Lord and were put under such 
compulsion that they could not commit any lapse at all. 
Human beings on the other hand were the latest species on 
Earth and their appearance in full form did not exceed a 
few thousand years. 


Angels were the spirit beings who enjoyed great powers 
that could be used only to carry on the will of God. They 
were free from hunger, thirst, lusts and desires of their 
own. They had no sex, nor could they procreate. Angels 
were free from avarice, prejudice, pride, hatred and 
animosity against others. There was no sense of 
competition among them nor had they the feelings of love, 
fear or protection from their enemies or perils of any other 
nature. They did not need to compete for power or wealth. 
Complexities of human relations, intricacies of business and 
problems such as earning livelihood on earth or loss of 
wealth were not known to them. There were no feelings of 
pride, hatred, competition, or animosity among the 
creatures of the Lord. No feelings of happiness, sorrow or 
dejection were known in the universe. 


No corruption, no fraud, no deception, no falsehood or 
cheating was known in the world of angels. Animosity, 
quarrels, bloodshed, fornication, or other crimes were 
unheard of in the universe. The angels were immune from 
the feelings of heat or cold and they did not need any 
shelter or protection against enemies or other hazards of 
nature. They had no fear of thirst, hunger, diseases, 
calamities or death. Angels did not have multifarious needs 
nor were they obliged to be appreciatively grateful to the 
bounteous blessings of the Lord. Sense of guilt, 
accountability or punishment from the Lord did not exist till 
then. There was no sense of depravity or remorse obliging 
them to bow before the Lord with utter humility to seek 
forgiveness and mercy from Him. As such, e> (Mercy) one 
of the most important and frequently mentioned attribute 
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of the Lord, had no conspicuous manifestation in the 
universe. 





The Background of Amanahh 

It was with the purpose of test and trial of humankind that 
the Lord put in their nature the needs, the desires, the 
lusts, the weaknesses and many other shortcomings that 
could tempt them to violate the commandments of the 
Lord. Humankind was also assigned with duties and 
liabilities that could not be fulfilled without labor, pains 
perseverance and sacrifice of time and comfort on their 
part. On the other hand, the Lord also provided humankind 
with His guidance along with special gifts, potentials and 
capabilities to fulfill their assignments. +? 


Although humans and the jinn were among those who had 
collectively vowed their worship and obedience to the Lord 
yet the Almighty reminded them again that: 


yea) assed is 


I have only created the Jinn and humans for nothing else but 
that they may serve Me.!? 


Both the jinn and humankind knew full well that the 
primary purpose of their creation was to worship the Lord. 
As additional reminder to humankind, the Lord drew forth 
from the loins of Adam the souls of all human beings to 
confess their servitude before the Almighty Allah as their 
God. This was done so that none among them may seek 
refuge under the excuse that he worshiped false gods 
because he found his forefathers worshiping them. Their 
confession before the Lord was, therefore, necessary to 
forestall the plea that they did not know the Lord or they 
were unaware of their individual obligations towards Him. 
God said: 


112 Details have been provided in other parts of the book. 


133 Mawdüdi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, p. 1082. 
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And recall, (O Prophet), when your Lord brought forth 
descendants from the loins of the sons of Adam, and made 
them witnesses against their own selves, asking them: "Am I 
not your Lord?" They said: "Yes, we do testify." We did so lest 
you should claim on the Day of Resurrection: "We were 
unaware of this." Or say: "(It was our forefathers) before us 
who associated others with Allah in His Divinity; we were 
merely their offspring who followed them. Would You destroy 


us for the deeds of the unrighteous?"! 


Maulana Mawdudi has afforded the following footnote to it: 


This event, according to several traditions, took place the time 
of the creation of Adam. Apart from the prostration of the 
angels before Adam and the proclamation that man would be 
God's vicegerent on earth, all the future progeny of Adam 
were gathered and were endowed with both existence and 
consciousness in order to bear witness to God's Lordship.!!^ 


By the covenant quoted above, the humankind had again 
confessed the Almighty as their God but even the said 
confession did not contain specific prohibition to worship 
Satan or any other God besides the Lord. The Lord, 
therefore, admonished them again in these words: 


RER ba ie 5525 45 JOULE 55 Last, ug sh Sue Taf 
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"Did I not enjoin on you, O ye Children of Adam, that ye 
should not worship Satan; for that he was to you an enemy 
avowed? "And that ye should worship Me, (for that) this was 
the Straight Way?!!$ 





114 Mawdüdi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, p. 347f. 
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Willing obedience to the Lord (Al-Qur'an 41:11) had already 
been confessed by entire humankind along with other 
creatures. The verses quoted above specifically forbade 
them from worshiping anyone except the Lord. It is worth 
noting here that instead of Adam and Eve, the Lord had 
taken the vow from all individual members of the human 
race. Subsequently, they were also reminded of another 
part of the covenant as follows: 
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(...). Was not the covenant of the Book taken from them, that 
they would not ascribe to Allah anything but the truth? and 
they study what is in the Book. But best for the righteous is 
the home in the Hereafter. Will ye not understand?!!? 





Forgetfulness had always been a part of the nature of 
humankind. The Lord, therefore, continued to remind 
humankind of their pledge by renewing His covenant with 
various communities from time to time.!!? The OT does not 
mention such covenants except those ratified through Noah 
(pbAh), Abraham (pbAh) and Moses (pbAh).? The Qur'an, 
however, has mentioned many covenants of God with 
different creatures of the Lord and also with humankind 
before and after Adam's episode in the Garden. Prominent 
among His covenants on earth were those ratified through 
Adam (pbAh),?! Noah (pbAh), Hud (pbAh), Salih (pbAh), 
Abraham (pbAh), Shu'ayb (pbAh), Moses (pbAh) and 
Muhammad (pbAh) while thousands of His prophets 
including Joshua, David (pbAh) and Jesus Christ (pbAh) etc. 





117 Al-Qur'an (al-A'raf) 7:169. 

118 The Holy Qur'an 7:169 tr. Yusuf Ali. 
119 Al-Qur'an (al-Ra'd) 13:7, 35:24. 

120 Gen ch. 9, ch. 15. & Exo ch. 20. 

??! Al-Qur'an (Taha) 20:123-124. 
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continued to renew and rehearse the covenants with the 
communities assigned to them. 


Humankind rightfully deserved to be guided by the Lord. 
He, therefore, took on Him to provide them with 
uncorrupted message from Him. Substantial parts of earlier 
covenants had been, corrupted or forgotten over long 
periods of time. The Israelites even willfully concealed parts 
of Torah which were distasteful to them.!? The Almighty, 
therefore, ratified His last, final and the everlasting 
covenant through the Holy Prophet Muhammad (pbAh) with 
his own assurance to keep it free from corruption for all 
times to come. This was the special favor of the Almighty 
on humankind in general and People of the Book in 
particular to restore the essential, primary and purified 
teachings of the prophets of the Old including Noah (pbAh), 
Abraham (pbAh), Moses (pbAh) and Jesus (pbAh) so that 
humankind may abide by the same for their salvation. 
Qur'an has been revealed as the final everlasting and 
immutable document containing true message of the Lord 
to humanity forever. As such, the Lord has already fulfilled 
His part of the covenant perfectly. None can excuse himself 
for not finding the true guidance from the Lord. 


The episode of Amanahh had an utmost importance for 
humankind. His Khilafat (inheritance) on earth emanates 
from the same. Free will granted to humankind and 
bestowal of personality, infusion of God's spirit, human 
creation in the best of moulds and their evolution under 
constant and loving care of the Lord were all the 
prerequisites for the bearer of God's Amanahh on earth. 
The Almighty, therefore, reminded humankind about the 
Amanahh with the formality that we find a prologue as well 
as an epilogue to it. We shall be discussing the same in the 
following. 





122 Al-Qur'an (al-Ana’m) 6:91. 
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The Prologue of the Amanahh 


The revelation about the Amanahh (trust/ covenant) was of 
such an importance for humankind that instead of revealing it 
in the ordinary manner, the Almighty was pleased to provide 
a prologue to it. He said: 
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69. 'O you who believe! Be not like those who annoyed Müsa 
(Moses) but Allah cleared him of that which they alleged and 
he was honorable before Allah. 70. O you who believe! Keep 
your duty to Allah and fear Him, and speak (always) the truth. 
71. He will direct you to do righteous good deeds and will 
forgive you your sins. And whosoever obeys Allah and His 
Messenger, he has indeed achieved a great achievement (i.e. 
he will be saved from the Hell-fire and will be admitted to 
Paradise).!? 


The foreword to Amanahh quoted above warned the 
believers to refrain from annoying or irritating the Holy 
Prophet &$ in the manner the Israelites had pestered Moses 
(pbAh). Those who try to make calumnies against the 
prophets or who try to find fault with them, harm their own 
selves while Almighty Allah always clears His prophets from 
all such vilifications. This implied that the Lord will also 
vindicate the integrity and holiness of the Prophet from all 
mischief of the wicked one and the worst sufferers will be 
those who try to malign him. In addition to the admonition, 
the verses 70 and 71 quoted above also contain a helpline 
for the believers. They were told that by fearing the Lord! 





123 The Noble Qur'an 33:69-71, tr. Dr. Tagi-ud-Din Al-Hilali and Dr. 
Muhammad Muhsin Khan (Riyadh: Darussalam, KSA., 2000]. 
124 The Glorious Koran 7:200f, tr. Marmaduke Pickthall, writes: 
And if a slander from the devil wound thee, then seek refuge in 
Allah. Lo! He is Hearer, Knower. Lo! those who ward off (evil), 
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and speaking the truth, they will be guided and helped by 
the Almighty to good deeds. The Lord would forgive them 
their sins besides making it easy for them to obey the Lord 
and the prophet. God's help will ensure great achievement 
to the believers by making it easy for them to fulfill their 
duties under the trust. Humankind, therefore, had nothing 
to worry as long as they spoke the truth and obeyed the 
Lord and the Prophets. In case of default on their part they 
had the opportunity to turn to the Lord repentantly to seek 
mercy and forgiveness from Him. 


The Amanahh 


It was after the preamble quoted above that the Lord 
revealed the verse of crucial importance to remind 
humankind of their pledge before the Lord and their 
obligations towards Him. The Lord said: 
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Truly, We did offer Al-Amanahh (The trust or moral 
responsibility or honesty and all the duties which Allah has 
ordained) to the heavens and the earth, and the mountains, 
but they declined to bear it and were afraid of it (i.e. afraid of 
Allah's Torment). But man bore it. Verily, he was unjust (to 
himself) and ignorant (of its results). +?” 


After the initial creation the Lord had questioned each of 
the creatures if they could take on them the responsibility 
of trust, i.e. to abide by the guidance of the Lord 
independently and without compulsion on them. They, 
however, shrank from the burden of fulfilling the 
responsibility autonomously. They declined the offer due to 
the fear of their inability to discharge the liability 
independently. 





when a glamour from the devil troubleth them, they do but 
remember (Allah's Guidance) and behold them seers! 

1235 The Noble Qur'an 33:72, tr. Dr. Taqi-ud-Dīn Al-Hilali and Dr. 
Muhammad Muhsin Khan (Riyadh: 2000]. 
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After the Jinn, humankind was the only species who instead 
of programming and ingrained compulsion in their nature 
were provided with guidance from outside, i.e. through the 
prophets from human beings to guide humans and the Jinn. 
Various descriptions of the Jinn in the Qur'an and traditions 
of the Holy Prophet, show that though the Jinn were 
created from the flame of fire, they had some limited 
likeness with the angels created from light. On the other 
hand they also shared certain features with humankind 
such as eating, drinking, sex, fear, hope, love and envy etc. 


Although nothing has been revealed specifically about the 
covenant with the jinn yet it seems that they might have 
acquiesced to the offer (Al-Qur'an 33:72) due to which they, 
too, had been freed from compulsion even prior to man. 
Nothing is, however, known about any formal covenant of 
the Lord with the Jinn. It seems that the Jinn had neither 
been bound entirely to earth nor had they the capabilities 
to exploit or utilize its sources. Like men, they too, enjoyed 
freedom to choose between the good and evil and to act 
independently keeping in view the guidance provided to 
them. The Jinn and the human race were, therefore, 
the only creatures bestowed with the option to obey 
or to disobey the commandments of the Lord knowing 
full well the consequences of the choice made by them. 
Almighty Allah had granted them freedom from compulsion 
only to test and try them. On the Day of Judgment, however, 
each individual member of the species will be shown the 
record of his performance to be recompensed with 
punishment in the hell or to be awarded with everlasting 
life of pleasure in the garden strictly in accordance with 
their own deeds. 


Besides being a reminder to humankind about their 
undertaking before the Lord, the episode of Amanahh 
has a pivotal importance to explain the origin of sin 
and existence of evil in the world. As deputies of the 
Lord, human beings were obliged to fulfill their duties on 
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earth." Human beings were, therefore, reminded of their 
responsibilities under the covenant keeping in mind fatal 
consequences of breaking the covenant after its ratification 
with the Lord.**” It is important to note here that it was oL 
(Humankind as a species), and not Adam (pbAh) or Eve in 
their individual capacity, who took upon them the 
responsibility of the trust. Since, entire humankind had 
participated in the covenant, each and everyone 
individually and the entire species had become trustees of 
the Lord. It is, therefore, evident from the above that no 
one will be able to excuse his own negligence or violation of 
the Divine Commandments by implicating Adam (pbAh), Eve 
or anyone else. Similarly, no one will be able to transfer his 
sins to others nor any vicarious sacrifice will be accepted to 
absolve the sinners from the sins committed by them. 


The Lord had created humankind to test and try them as 
His Vicegerents on earth. Knowing all the weaknesses of 
man, the Almighty had always been inclined to turn to 
them compassionately. God says: 
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Allah wants to lighten your burden, for man was created 
weak. +?’ 


Almighty Allah knew that humankind's freedom of choice 
and action along with their temptations and necessities 
seeking immediate gratification could always lead them 
astray from the straight path. He, therefore, continued to 
remind them repeatedly to abide by the guidance provided 
by Him. They were also told that in case of sinfulness, they 
had no cause to get disappointed of the mercy of the Lord. 
Almighty Allah was extremely merciful to those who turned 
away from sin and sought mercy and forgiveness from Him. 
God, therefore, directed the Holy Prophet to declare: 





126 Al-Qur'an (al-Hajj) 22:41. 
127 Al-Qur'an (al-Baqarah) 2:27. 
128 Mawdūdi Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, p. 160. 
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Say: ‘O my Servants who have transgressed against their 

souls! Despair not of the Mercy of Allah: for Allah forgives all 

sins: for He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. +? 
Almighty Allah knows that humankind had been created 
with such a nature that they could commit both sin and 
virtue alternately. This was the reason that instead of 
demanding immunity from sin, the Lord stressed on 
humankind to refrain from sin. In the event of any default, 
the Lord guided human beings to turn to Him repentantly to 
be saved by Him. They need to be guided by the certainty 
of Abraham (pbAh) that no one gets despaired of the mercy 
of the Lord except those who have gone astray.'*° The door 
of repentance is not closed even to those who had 
committed numerous sins provided they repent sincerely 
and seek mercy from the Lord before the portents of 
perdition, signs of catastrophe or death become apparent 
to them. The sinner, therefore, does not get lost 
permanently nor becomes debilitated to seek forgiveness 
and mercy from the Lord to be saved from perdition. There 
is no end to the infinitely vast mercy of the Almighty. One 
can always turn to the Lord for his salvation. Only those are 
lost who persist in sin and refuse to seek mercy and 
forgiveness from Him. A repentant sinner is always rescued 
by the Lord provided he has the urge for his salvation. God 
Says: 
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And establish the Prayer at the two ends of the day and in the 





12? The Holy Qur'an 39:53, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
13? A1-Qur'an 15:56. 
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first hours of the night. In deed the good deeds drive away the 
evil deeds. This is a reminder to those who are mindful of 
Allah.?! 
By sincere repentance and doing good, the Lord does not 
merely obliterate the evil deeds of the believers but He also 
consoles them by replacing their evil deeds with good 
deeds. 
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Save him who repents, and believes, and does righteous work 
— those, God will change their evil deeds into good deeds, for 
God is ever All-forgiving. All-compassionate. ‘3? 


The Epilogue to the Amanahh 

The verse next to Amanahh is apparently an epilogue to it. 
The predestination as well as the purpose of the Amanahh 
is evident from the same. God says: 
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So that Allah will chastise the hypocritical men and women 
and the associators and the associatoresses. And Allah will 
relent toward the believing men and women, and Allah is ever 


Forgiving, Merciful. 


The purpose of Amanahh was to test and try the efforts, 
self-control and the trustworthiness of each individual 
regarding fulfillment of the responsibilities of the trust after 
which, everyone will be brought back before the Lord to 
account for his conduct on earth: 
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131 Mawdudi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, p. 474. 
1? The Koran Interpreted 25:70, tr. A. J. Arberry, p. 368. 
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O thou man! Verily thou art ever toiling on towards thy Lord- 
painfully toiling, but thou shalt meet Him.?* 
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If any one does a righteous deed, it ensures to the benefit of 
his own soul; if he does evil, it works against (his own soul). 
In the end will ye (all) be brought back to your Lord. +” 
For this, humankind had to pass through the ordeal to 
prove their mettle, Mere confession with mouth or 
boastful assertions of devotion has no value at all unless its 
verity stood proved through test and trial during the period 
of respite given to each person on earth. The Lord says: 
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Do you imagine that you will be spared without being 
subjected to any test? Know well that Allah has not yet 
determined who strove hard (in His cause) and has not taken 
any others instead of His Messenger and the believers as his 
trusted allies? Allah is well aware of all that you do. 137 


Mere confession by mouth will be of little help even to 
those who confess the Almighty as the only God, unless 
they prove themselves true to their word by their actual 
conduct on Earth. In case their actual conduct disproves 
their confession, they will receive the wages of their own 
deeds: 
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134 The Holy Qur'an 84:6, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
135 The Holy Qur'an 45:15, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
136 ‘mettle’ means: ‘courage; spirit’. 


137 Mawdüdi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, p. 382. 
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What! Do those who seek after evil ways think that We shall 
hold them equal with those who believe and do righteous 
deeds, that equal will be their life and their death? IIl is the 
judgment that they make. Allah created the heavens and 
the earth for just ends, and in order that each soul may 
find the recompense of what it has earned and none of 
them be wronged. 23. Then seest thou such a one as takes 
as his god his own vain desire? Allah has, knowing (him as 
such), left him astray, and sealed his hearing and his heart 
(and understanding), and put a cover on his sight. Who, then, 
will guide him after Allah (has withdrawn Guidance}? Will ye 
not then receive admonition? ^? 
Verse 23 especially refers to those who, instead of 
worshiping the Lord, worship gratification of their own lusts 
and desires. Such people accept only what is pleasing to 
them. Since the word of God and preachings of the 
prophets were distasteful to them, therefore, they openly 
rejected the guidance and tried to ridicule and persecute 
the prophets and their followers. Such people will be the 
worst losers unless they turn repentantly to the Lord. Even 
in case of the People of Book, severe test and trial was 
necessary to discriminate the hypocrites from the devotees. 
While the former shall be consigned to hell the latter will be 
awarded with life of eternal peace and comforts in the 
paradise. 
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Those who persecute (or draw into temptation) the Believers, 


men and women, and do not turn in repentance, will have the 
Penalty of Hell: They will have the Penalty of the Burning Fire. 





138 The Holy Qur’an 45:21-23, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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For those who believe and do righteous deeds, will be 
Gardens; beneath which rivers flow: That is the great 
Salvation, (the fulfillment of all desires), Truly strong is the 
Grip (and Power) of thy Lord. ? 
Humankind were the only volunteers in the Universe to 
take on them the responsibilities of the trust 
independently. Almighty Allah, therefore, bestowed on them 
higher level of consciousness, knowledge and faculties to cope 
with the needs of their assignment. They were provided 
guidance through prophets sent to each and every nation in 
the world. They were assured that those who follow the 
guidance provided by the prophets, there shall be no fear on 
them, nor shall they grieve.**° God also told them that: 
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And those who strive in Our (cause), - We will certainly guide 
them to our Paths: For verily Allah is with those who do 
right.*42 
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By the Soul, and the proportion and order given to it; And its 
enlightenment as to its wrong and its right;- Truly he 


succeeds that purifies it, And he fails that corrupts it'!^? 





Humankind must, therefore, realize their responsibilities 
towards the creator and try to fulfill their obligations 
towards Him. The best course for them was to follow the 
prophets sent to them because disregard of the 
commandments of the Lord may lodge humankind into 
everlasting disaster. Even then most of the people ignore 





13? The Holy Qur'an 85:10:12, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
140 Al-Qur'an (al-Baqarah) 2:38. 

141 The Holy Qur'an 53:39, tr. Yusuf Ali. 

14? The Holy Qur'an 29:69, tr. Yusuf Ali. 


143 The Holy Qur'an 91:7, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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the guidance from the Lord. They do not like to bother 
themselves by observing the restraints of the law. They 
found it convenient to bypass the Lord and His law to attain 
salvation through shortcuts and easy, effortless, and 
carefree ways such as suggested by the Christians and 
certain other communities in the world. According to the 
Qur’an, the efforts of those, who pin their hopes on sources 
other than the Lord, go in vain: 
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What is amiss with you that you do not look forward to the 
Majesty of Allah when He has created you in stages?!^* 


G 2353 5 2 AS - 3 75,5 5 e a 1 

Vid e re Bland 55 Sl a 0s es ati is Uu Aa ac 
4 z 4 213 KD f 2l " 12. 

Us os] ONES mak GIONS 28) 1558. Cals nado USUS 
SANT sE 


To Him shall you return, all together— God's promise, in truth. 
He originates creation, then He brings it back again that He 
may recompense those who believe and do deeds of 
righteousness, justly. And those who disbelieve— for them 
awaits a draught of boiling water, and a painful chastisement, 
for their disbelieving.!^ 
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and when the graves are laid Open, everyone shall know all 
his deeds, both the earlier and the later. O man! What has 
deceived you about your generous Lord. Who created you, 
shaped you, and made you well-proportioned, and set you in 
whatever Form He pleased? No indeed; (the fact is that) you 





144 Mawdüdi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, p. 1219. 
1^5 A. J. Arberry, The Koran Interpreted (Oxf. Univ. Press, 1983), 10:4, 
p.196. 
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deny the Reckoning, declaring it a lie; !^ 








146 Mawdidi 


, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, p. 1226. 


Ch. 5 - 


AMANAHH EXPLAINED 


Due to crucial theological importance of Amanahh, it was 
necessary that readers may have a better comprehension 
of the concept. Firstly, therefore, we reproduce the verse 
about Amanahh: 
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We did indeed offer The Trust to the Heavens and the Earth 
and the Mountains; but they refused to undertake it, being 
afraid thereof: but man undertook it, He was indeed unjust 


and foolish.!^? 


The Holy Prophet & explained Amanahh as under: 


Narrated Hudhaifa «x ài 42): Allah's Messenger js said to us, 
"Al-Amanahh (the trust or the moral responsibility or honesty, 
and all the duties which Allah has ordained) descended from 
the heavens and settled in the roots of the hearts of men 
(faithful believers), and then the Qur'an was revealed and the 
people read the Qur'an, (and learnt it from it) and also learnt 
it from the Sunnah (legal ways of the Prophet)." [Both the 
Qur'an and As-Sunnah (legal ways of the Prophet) 
strengthened their (the faithful believers’) Al-Amanahh.]!^? 


Allama Yusuf Ali also inserted a footnote (No. 3777) to the 
term ‘The Trust’ as follows: 


The Trust is something given to a person, over which he has a 
power of disposition; he is expected to use it as directed or 
expected, but he has the power to use it otherwise. There is 
no trust if the trustee has no power, and the trust implies that 
the giver of the trust believes and expects that the trustee 
would use it according to the wish of the creator of the trust, 





147 The Holy Qur'an 33:72, tr. Allama Abdullah Yousuf Ali (Beirut: Dar 
al- Qur'an al-Karim, 1403 AH), p.1129. 
148 Sahih Al-Bukharl, 9:7276 (O.P. 381). 
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and not otherwise. 4° 


Mawlana Abdul Majid Daryabadi rendered the verse about 
Amanahh in the following words: 


Verily We! We offered the trust to the heavens and the earth 
and the mountains, but they declined to bear it and shrank 
from it. But man undertook it; truly he was very sinful, very 
foolish, +° 


The Mawlana’s comments on this verse also help us 
understand the theme: 


i.e. moral responsibility, which is human sense of 
answerableness for all acts of thought and conduct. Its first 
and foremost prerequisite is freedom of choice, which is the 
real function of a human being as a moral agent. The ‘trust’ 
referred to is obviously the trust of free choice or 
accountability. 15? 


This shows that whereas all other creatures had shrunk 
from the burden, humankind was too audacious, imprudent 
and foolish to take on them the perils and tremendous 
responsibility of the trust. Mawlana Abdul Majid comments: 


In the case of man in whom individuality deepens into 
personality, opening up possibilities of wrong-doing, the sense 
of the tragedy of life becomes much more acute. But the 
acceptance of selfhood as a form of life involves acceptance of 
all imperfections that flow from the finitude of selfhood. The 
Qur’an represents man as having accepted at his peril the 
trust of personality which the heavens, the earth, and the 
mountains refused to bear.’!°2 


Willing acceptance of the responsibility of the trust was the 
prerequisite for fair test and trial of humankind. Only the 
freedom to choose and act could determine the actual 
conduct of the individuals to differentiate the faithful from 
the hypocrites and the infidels. 





14? The Holy Qur'an 33:72, tr. Allama Yousuf Ali, op cit, p.1129. 

150 Tafsir al-Qur'an, 33:72 (Karachi: Dar'l-Isha'at, Urdu Bazar 1, 
1991). 

15! Tbid (commentary) 

1?? Tafsir-Ul-Qur'an, (Karachi; Darul-Ishaat, Urdu Bazar 1 Pakistan, 
1991), commentary of Verse number 33:72. ref no. 139. 
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Allama Asad has commented on ‘Amanahh’ as under: 


The classical commentators give all kinds of laborious 
explanations to the term Amanahh ("trust") occurring in this 
parable, but the most convincing of them (mentioned in Lane 
1, 102, with reference to the above verse) are "reason", or 
"intellect", and "the faculty of volition" - i.e., the ability to 
choose between two or more possible courses of action or 
modes of behaviour, and thus between good and evil. Sc., 
"and then failed to measure up to the moral responsibility 
arising from the reason and the comparative free will with 
which he has been endowed" (Zamakhshari). This obviously 
applies to the human race as such, and not necessarily to all 
of its individuals. +” 


Sayyid Abu'lA'la Mawdüd! has explained the verse in the 
following words: 


Here, the word "Amanat" (trust) implies Khilafat (caliphate) 
which, according to the Qur'an, man has been granted in the 
earth. The inevitable result of the freedom given to man to 
choose between obedience and disobedience, and the powers 
and authority granted him over countless creations for using 
that freedom, is that he himself be held responsible for his 
voluntary acts and should deserve rewards for his righteous 
conduct and suffer punishment for his evil conduct. Since man 
has not attained these powers by his own efforts but has been 
granted these by Allah, and he is answerable before Allah for 
their right or wrong use, these have been described by the 
word Khilafat at other places in the Qur'an and by Amanat 
here. In order to give an idea of how important and heavy this 
“trust” (Amanat) is, Allah says that the heavens and the 
earth, in spite of their glory and greatness, and the 
mountains, in spite of their size and firmness, could not have 
the power and courage to bear it. But man, the weak and frail 
man, has borne this heavy burden on his tiny self. 1*4 


The Lord knew the potentials and the weaknesses of 
humankind. He also knew well of the heaviness and gravity 
of the responsibility. God, therefore, provided adequate 





153 Muhammad Asad, The Message of the Qur'an 33:72. 
134 The Meaning of the Qur'an, Eng. Trans. Of A. A. Mawdüdi's Tafhim 
al-Qur'an (Lahore: Islamic Publ. Ltd, 2005), 4:148. 
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guidance with assurance of protection and infinite mercy to 
those who earnestly beseech for the same. 


The Volunteer Honored by the Almighty 


Since all other creatures had escaped the burden of the 
trust, therefore, humankind was the last one of the 
creatures to be offered the Amanahh (Trust). They were so 
simpleton and bold that they failed to realize the 
responsibilities of independent fulfillment of the trust. The 
Lord, therefore rightly termed their audacity as Nog> Ub 
i.e. ‘unjust and foolish’. Consequently, after acceptance of 
the Amanahh, they had become liable to accountability and 
punishment before the Almighty.'^? God, therefore, honored 
the volunteer above all other creatures who had evaded the 
liability. To facilitate the volunteer, however, the Lord 
equipped him with various faculties such as knowledge, 
conscience, intellect and freewill to choose between the 
good or evil and to act independently as per guidance 
provided by Him. This also included the Divine assurance to 
the defaulters to be saved provided they turned to the Lord 
repentantly with a firm resolve to do good deeds in future. 


Humankind were taught to read, write and speak. They 
were afforded the best hands with which they could 
perform multifarious jobs with great ease. Almighty Allah 
declared them His vice-gerents on earth and made all the 
heavenly bodies including the forces of nature subservient 
to their cause. This was the reason that every natural force 
was made friendly to the cause of man. The distance of the 
Earth from the Sun, its angle during rotation, the mixture 
of gaseous masses around the earth and provisions of rain 
and air were all made congenial to man's life on earth. This 
shows that everything on Earth or in its orbit had been 
synchronized and regulated in such a manner that was 
conducive to growth and help towards welfare and progress 
of humankind to achieve their goals. The Almighty 
bounteously blessed the Earth for the benefit of 
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humankind. As such, there was absolutely no question of 
earth being put under a curse for the sake of the sin of 
Adam as alleged by the Bible (Gen 3:14-19) nor do we find 
any proof from the OT or the words of the prophets that the 
so-called sin of Adam (pbAh) had caused degeneration in the 
nature of human creation. As against this, the Lord reminds 
humankind of His favor that He created them with good 
bias. 
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Who has created thee, and formed thee in accordance with 
what thou are meant to be, and shaped thy nature in just 
proportions. +° 


Allama Muhammad Asad has made the following comments 
on ‘what thou are meant to be’: 


(God) endowed thee with all the qualities and abilities relevant 
to the exigencies of thy individual life and thy environment. +7 


He has afforded the following comments On the total verse: 


Lit., "made thee proportionate", i.e., a being subject to 
physical needs and emotional urges, and at the same time 
endowed with intellectual and spiritual perceptions: in other 
words, a being in whom there is no inherent conflict between 
the demands of "the spirit and the flesh", since both these 
aspects of the human condition are - as stressed in the next 
verse - God-willed and, therefore, morally justified. +8 


Allama Yusuf Ali's rendering of the same verse is similar to 
that of Allama Asad: 


Allah not only created man, but fashioned him in due 
proportions, giving him extraordinary capacities, and the 
means wherewith he can fulfill his high destiny. Having given 
a limited free will, He gave us a just bias through our reason 
and our spiritual faculties. If we err, it is our will that is at 





156 Allama Muhammad Asad, The Message, 82:7 (Gibraltar: Dar al- 
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fault. ^? 


No Estrangement from God 


All human beings who depend on the Lord or seek mercy 
and help from Him are sure to succeed. Losers will be only 
those who turn away from the Almighty to seek help and 
protection from others. 


Allama Iqbal's remarks on the plight of man may also be of 
some interest for the readers: 


And how do we find him in this environment? A 'restless' being 
engrossed in his ideals to the point of forgetting everything 
else, capable of inflicting pain on himself in his ceaseless 
quest after fresh scopes for self-expression. With all his 
failings he is superior to Nature, inasmuch as he carries within 
him a great trust which, in the words of the Qur'an, the 
heavens and the earth and the mountains refused to carry:!9? 


No doubt the volunteer was termed as foolish and unjust. 
He, however, was not labeled as inert, unfaithful, turn-tail 
or evader of the responsibility. Humankind was not, 
therefore, loser as a whole.!5* God's verdict of esl> and Jse- 
was, merely, a generalization based on majority of 
humankind. Honorable exceptions were all the prophets of 
the Lord who proved to be the epitomes of piety and 
righteousness. They included the exalted messengers of the 
Lord such as Adam (pbAh), Noah (pbAh), Hüd (pbAh), Salih 
(pbAh), Abraham (pbAh), Shu'ayb (pbAh), Moses (pbAh), Jesus 
(pbAh), and Muhammad (pbAh) who excelled in rank over all 
the creatures of the Lord. 
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Those were some of the prophets on whom Allah did bestow 
His Grace, of the posterity of Adam, and of those who We 
carried (in the Ark)with Noah, and of the posterity of Abraham 
and Israel of those whom We guided and chose. Whenever the 
Signs of (Allah) Most Gracious were rehearsed to them, they 
would fall down in prostrate adoration and in tears.!9? 





Besides the prophets, there were many elites termed as 
Siddiqin, Shuhada and Salihin who also are counted among 
the Mugarrabin. Even the God-fearing and the righteous 
among the mankind were sure to inherit the extremely vast 
and abundantly provided paradise in the heavens. All these 
people are likely to attain nearness to God and see their 
Lord face to face which is the highest achievement for any 
of the creatures in the universe. 


Next to the elites will be the believers who are defined as 
under. 
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There are others who have confessed their faults. They 
intermixed their good deeds with evil. It is likely that Allah will 
turn to them in mercy, for Allah is All-Forgiving, Ever 
Merciful. 164 


The Almighty has always been extremely kind and merciful 
to humankind. Even the worst sinners among them had the 
chance of forgiveness provided they beseeched the Lord 
earnestly. 19^ 


The highway suggested above remains open for all human 
beings on earth till the signs of death or the Doomsday 
become apparent to them. It is, therefore, haughtiness, 
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163 A. Yusuf Ali, The Holy Qur'an 19:58. 
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insolence and recklessness of the individuals which deprives 
them from the infinite mercy of the Lord. All those who turn 
to the Lord repentantly and crave for His mercy are sure to 
be saved by Him. 


Those who believed in the Lord and strived to obey His 
commandments following in the steps of their prophets are 
sure to inherit the paradise which is vaster than heavens 
and the earth. It was revealed that: 


6 e 35,4 Cd e wi we 22 2 - 
Gu edel eris Let ees Gase aes Nod d la 
«di Lath S25 185 44 adl USt hal 


Be ye foremost (in seeking) Forgiveness from your Lord, and 
a Garden (of Bliss), the width whereof is as the width of 
heaven and earth, prepared for those who believe in Allah and 
His messengers: that Is the Grace of Allah, which He bestows 
on whom he pleases: and Allah is the Lord of Grace 
abounding.?© 


From the very beginning, the Lord had created human 
beings to serve as His representatives on earth. The 
ultimate purpose might have been to make them His 
vicegerents to rule in His name over the universe. Besides 
life-everlasting they will be able to continue their rise to 
higher degrees in Jannah and inherit the kingdom that shall 
never fail. 





166 A. Yusuf Ali, The Holy Qur'an 57:21. 


Ch. 6 - 


MAN'S ACCEPTANCE OF 
AMANAHH 


No Compulsion in Religion 


After showing both ways to humankind, the Lord did not 
enforce his obedience on them. He granted them freedom 
to choose between the good or evil and to act accordingly. 
It was a requirement of the test and trial of humankind that 
they may be given fair chance to choose and to act 
independently so that they may not blame anyone else for 
their lapses. Even the prophets were forbidden to adopt 
coercive methods to enforce faith or compliance of the 
commandments of the Lord. Humankind had been granted 
freedom to ponder the guidance to choose their path out of 
options given to them. God said: 
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Let there be no compulsion in religion: Truth stands out 
clear from Error: whoever rejects evil and believes in Allah 
hath grasped the most trustworthy hand-hold, that never 
breaks. And Allah heareth and knoweth all things. Allah is the 
Protector of those who have faith: from the depths of 
darkness He will lead them forth into light. Of those Who 
reject faith the patrons are the Evil ones: from light they will 
lead them forth into the depths of darkness. They will be 
companions of the fire, to dwell therein (For ever). +% 


After providing elaborate guidance to mankind for righteous 


conduct on earth, the Lord granted them full authority to 
perform their role independently. 
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It is We Who have placed you with authority on earth, and 
provided you therein with means for the fulfillment of your 
life: small are the thanks that ye give!!$? 


The man, therefore, enjoys autonomy to choose between 
good and evil and to take action keeping in view the 
guidance of the Lord enjoining on them to obey all His 
commandments diligently and to abstain from everything 
forbidden to them. In view of this humankind had to 
exercise patience and strive hard to do good deeds and to 
resist against the immediate temptations for their ultimate 
and everlasting wellbeing in the hereafter. God said: 
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For He it is Who has appointed you vicegerents over the earth, 
and has exalted some of you over others in rank that He may 
try you in what He has bestowed upon you. Indeed your 
Lord is swift in retribution and He is certainly All-Forgiving, 
All-Compassionate.*”° 


This shows that only firm faith in the Lord, patience and 
perseverance during one’s life can ensure humankind 
enduring benefits on earth and everlasting blissful life in 
the Paradise. 


Law; a Blessing than a Curse 


We know that the Law of the Lord had been treated as a 
precious privilege of the Israelites. They, therefore, held it 
as a prize and pride for the nation. Law, therefore, had 
been treated as a special blessing for them and their 
prophets always attached prime importance to it. Islam too 
introduces the law of the Lord as a special blessing for the 
believers. Human beings, therefore, have no reason to 
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suppose that the covenants of the Lord or His law were 
either a curse!"! or a punishment to increase wrong doing 
in them as asserted by St. Paul.! The Qur'an emphatically 
contradicts the said assertion. Guidance in fact, was sent to 
bring humankind from utter darkness into light. It was a 
mercy from the Lord to purify and to complete God's favor 
on them. God, therefore, revealed to the Israelites that: 


e - 3r 2 - ae t. z% $ 2 e 7 5 ald 
Bye Sd suia Viso KE cach Sh aw tht Jain wl 
"ost A Gus 

O Children of Israel! call to mind the (special) favour which I 


bestowed upon you, and fulfill your covenant with Me as I 
fulfill My Covenant with you, and fear none but Me.!7* 
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Moreover, We gave Moses the Book, completing (Our favour) 
to those who would do right, and explaining all things in 


detail," and a guide and a mercy, that they might believe in the 
meeting with their Lord. 7^ 
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We did reveal to Moses the Book after We had destroyed the 
earlier generations, (to give) Insight to men, and guidance 
and Mercy, that they might receive admonition.!7* 
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O people of the Book! There hath come to you our Messenger, 
revealing to you much that ye used to hide in the Book, and 
passing over much (that is now unnecessary): There hath 
come to you from Allah a (new) light and a perspicuous 
Book, Wherewith Allah guideth all who seek His good pleasure 
to ways of peace and safety, and leadeth them out of 
darkness, by His will, unto the light, guideth them to a path 
that is straight." 


The guidance from the Lord was meant to show the straight 


path to provide them with wisdom and to cure their 
spiritual afflictions to save them and to sanctify them. 
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Allah did confer a great favour on the believers when He 
sent among them a messenger from among themselves, 
rehearsing unto them the Signs of Allah, sanctifying them, 


and instructing them in Scripture and Wisdom, while, before 
that, they had been in manifest error. "8 
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O mankind! there hath come to you a direction from your 
Lord and a healing for the (diseases) in your hearts,- and 
for those who believe, a guidance and a Mercy.’”” 
We, therefore, find repeated stress on the fact that the 
Lord bestowed His utmost blessings and favor on 
humankind by revealing to them His law. Only the 
perverted people can term it as a curse. God further said: 
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(...). Do not treat Allah's Signs as a jest, but solemnly 
rehearse Allah's favours on you, and the fact that He sent 
down to you the Book and Wisdom, for your instruction. And 
fear Allah, and know that Allah is well acquainted with all 
things. 18° 


To the Holy Prophet #, Allah said: 
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Recite what is sent of the Book by inspiration to thee, and 
establish regular Prayer: for Prayer restrains from shameful 
and unjust deeds; and remembrance of Allah is the greatest 
(thing in life) without doubt. And Allah knows the (deeds) that 
ye do. 181 
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Establish regular prayers - at the sun's decline till the 
darkness of the night, and the morning prayer and reading: 
for the prayer and reading in the morning carry their 
testimony. And pray in the small watches of the morning: (it 
would be) an additional prayer (or spiritual profit) for thee: 
soon will thy Lord raise thee to a Station of Praise and 
Glory!*®2 


The purpose of the revelations is also evident from the 
following: 
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(...). Allah doth not wish to place you in a difficulty, but to 
make you clean, and to complete his favour to you, that ye 
may be grateful. And call in remembrance the favour of Allah 
unto you, and His covenant, which He ratified with you, when 
ye said: "We hear and we obey": And fear Allah, for Allah 
knoweth well the secrets of your hearts.*®? 


Man’s nature and his involvements are such that he must 
always remain on his guards. There are numerous 
temptations inviting man to his immediate attractions, and 
he can always lean towards them forgetting, ignoring or 
violating the guidance of Allah. No one is absolutely 
immune from such attractions. Only the God-fearing and 
faithful bondmen of Allah are saved by the grace of the 
Lord. Others who persist in the inequities become 
companions of Satan. Man, however, is free to act 
according to his own choice. As long as he is God-conscious 
and keeps in mind commands of Allah, remains under the 
protection of the Lord, Satan cannot overpower Him to 
commit sin. He succeeds to tempt him only when he 
neglects his accountability before the Lord and leans 
towards his temporal benefit to fulfill his evil desires. 


Man's Acceptance of Amanahh 


The Lord created humankind with his predestination to 
place them as His representatives on earth. Amanahh had 
been offered to each and every creature in the universe 
soon after its creation but all except humankind shrunk 
back from it. It seems that Allah might have revealed the 
pros and cons of the Amanahh to all the creatures. Besides 
the overall contents including rewards attached to its 
fulfillment, the Lord might also have displayed to the 
heavenly bodies and all living beings the severest 
punishments in case of lapse, disregard or any 
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transgression against the Amanahh. On perceiving the dire 
consequences of their possible failure to fulfill the 
obligations under the trust, all the heavenly bodies, forces 
of nature, the angels and other living beings flinched from 
the burden of the Trust. Man was the last one to be offered 
the Amanahh and he ventured to accept the same. The 
situation created by the offer of Amanahh has been 
imagined by Sayyid Mawdudi as below: 


(heaven and earth) Might have made this submission before 
their master.... Then Allah might have asked: "I want to 
invest someone of My Creation with the power that being a 
subject of my kingdom, it may acknowledge my supremacy 
and obey my commands of its own free will; otherwise it will 
also have the power to deny me, even rebel against me. After 
giving him this freedom I shall so conceal myself from him as 
if I did not exist at all. And to exercise this freedom I shall 
invest him with vast powers, great capabilities, and shall give 
him dominion over countless of My creation; so that he may 
raise any Storm that he may in the universe. Then I shall call 
him to account at an appointed time. The one who will have 
misused the freedom granted by Me, will be made to suffer a 
most terrible punishment; and the one who will have adopted 
My obedience in spite of all chances and opportunities for 
disobedience, will be raised to such high ranks as no creation 
of Mine has ever been able to attain. Now tell, which of you is 
ready to undergo this test'." hearing this discourse a hush 
might have prevailed for a while all through the universe. 
Then one (huge creation after the other might have bowed 
down and submitted that it should be excused from the severe 
test. Then, at last, this frail creation might have risen and 
submitted: "O my Lord, I am ready to undergo this test. I 
shall brave all the dangers inherent in the freedom and 
independence only in the hope that I shall be blessed with the 
highest office in Your Kingdom if I pass the test. 


By imagining this scene through his mind's eye only can man 
judge exactly what delicate position he holds in the universe. 
Allah in this verse has called the person "unjust and ignorant", 
who lives a careful life in the place of test, and has no feeling 
at all of how great a responsibility he is shouldering, and what 
consequences he will encounter of the right or wrong decisions 


96 The New World Order 





that he makes in choosing and adopting an attitude for 
himself in the life of the world. He is ignorant because the fool 
holds himself as responsible to no one: he is unjust because 
he is himself preparing for his) doom and is also preparing the 
doom of many others along with him.!9* 


Dr. Zafar Ishaq Ansari has translated this footnote in the 
following words: 


They (the heavens and the earth) may even have petitioned 
God that they would prefer to remain His subservient 
creatures, unencumbered with free will and choice. (...). God 
asked all those present as to who would take up the role of 
His vicegerent. He made it clear that the creature taking up 
this role would be free to affirm God's supremacy and obey 
His command out of choice or he may refuse to do so, rising 
in revolt against Him. After having granted this authority, God 
would retire from the scene as if He were no longer there. 
Vast power and immense potential would be conferred upon 
man, along with the ability for him who took up the role to 
lord it over other creatures. However, at an appointed hour, 
this creature would be taken to task. Those who had misused 
the freedom granted by God would be subjected to a 
punishment that had not been inflicted upon anyone before. 
Conversely, those who faithfully obeyed God and refrained 
from disobeying Him, although they could have done so, will 
be granted unprecedented reward. All were then asked: who 
of you is ready to shoulder this task? (....). 


The whole scenario brings to mind the onerousness of man's 
responsibility. It is a great pity that man does not realise the 
greatness of his role. God, therefore, brands man as ‘ignorant’ 
and "wrong-doing'. He is 'ignorant' in so far as he is not 
cognizant of the immense responsibility he is carrying. He is 
also ‘wrong-doing’ in so far as he is inviting destruction upon 
himself and numerous other creatures by his misdeeds.9* 


In spite of the confession that "we do come together in 
willing obedience" the heavenly bodies and all other 
creatures withdrew from the burden of fulfilling the trust 
independently. They avoided the responsibility only, due to 
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the fear of betrayal of the trust. The Lord, therefore, did 
not infuse His spirit in them nor the 'self’ necessary to 
make them autonomous persons/bodies in the Universe. 
Divine Duties were, therefore, put into the nature of all 
creatures who had withdrawn themselves from the 
responsibility of fulfilling the trust independently. They were 
subjected to the compulsion of the Lord in such a manner 
that they had no possibility to swerve from any of the 
commandments of the Lord. Humans and the jinn were, 
therefore, the only exceptions to enjoy the free will. 





As per verdict of the Al-Mighty, Amanahh had been 
accepted by humankind due to their unjust nature and 
ignorance about the severity of the trial. The rendering of 
verse on Amanahh by Rodwell alludes to the same: 
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'Verily we proposed to the Heavens and the earth, and to the 
mountains to receive the Faith, but they refused the burden, and 
they feared to receive it. Man undertook to bear it, but hath 
proved unjust, senseless!'!97 


= Motivation for Acceptance 

No doubt humankind turned out to be esl (unjust) because 
they could not show steadfastness and constancy to fulfill 
their vow. They failed to use their potentials and freedom 
to act righteously. They also proved themselves as Joe 
(lacking knowledge, vision and foresight) because they 
failed to visualize the dire consequences of the non 
fulfillment of their obligations under the trust. The Lord had 
enjoined on them to obey all His commandments and to be 
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truthful, righteous and just but the majority of humankind 
failed to fulfill their own undertakings before the Almighty. 


Humankind's error to accept the trusteeship was perhaps 
due to their under estimation about the burden of 
responsibility on one hand and overestimation about their 
potentials as well as steadfastness on the other. It was, 
undoubtedly, an intellectual evil on their part yet the same 
was perhaps an indispensable factor for the display of 
inquisitive nature, fervor and fortitude to risk everything for 
knowledge, experience and power befitting the assignment 
predestined for them. The volatile and venturesome 
nature due to infusion of God's spirit in man might 
also have motivated humankind to venture for the 
trial than to sit idle like some lifeless matter on 
earth. Man, therefore, preferred to opt for the challenge 
than to withdraw under the fear of failure. Long long after 
the episode of Amanahh, we find Mawlana Rüm endorsing 
the leap of man. He said: 
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The narrative of the episode about Amanahh in the Qur'an 
has avoided details prompting humankind to plunge into 
the most hazardous assignment. Some other verses in the 
Qur'an, however, provide a clue to humankind's willing 
acceptance of the responsibilities of the trust e.g. 
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Behold, thy Lord said to the angels: “I will create a vicegerent 
on earth." They said: "Wilt Thou place’ therein one who will 
make mischief therein and shed blood? whilst we do celebrate 
Thy praises and glorify Thy holy name?" He said: "I know 
what ye know not.!*? 
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The verse quoted above reveals that the Lord had created 
humankind with the predestination to test and try them!?? 
as His vice-gerents on Earth. Nothing could, therefore, 
frustrate the will of God. The same has been affirmed in the 
following: 
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And Allah hath full power and control over His affairs; but 
most among mankind know it not. !?? 


This means that acceptance of selfhood was predestined for 
man due to which they naturally felt inclined to accept it 
notwithstanding many imperfections flowing from the 
finitude of their selfhood. The option of man, therefore, 
exposed him to be tried with evil and with good on earth. +” 
The same is evident also from Lord's revelation vide (Al- 
Qur'an 6:165). 


The Lord does not place any burden on a soul that it cannot 
bear. !°ł The predestination of the Lord, therefore, makes us 
assume that the Almighty had sufficiently pre-equipped 
humankind with endowments to discharge their liabilities. 
The Lord might have inspired humankind with the courage 
and confidence to take up the assignment. Keeping in view 
the predestination of the Lord and pre-equipment of man to 
perform his role, it would have been unbecoming on the 
part of the vice-gerent designate to shirk from the liabilities 
attached to the nobility preordained for him. 


Acceptance or decline of Amanahh was the first occasion 
where humankind had to show their dynamism, will power 
and ambitiousness for the distinction. They had the option 
to withdraw unhurt from the challenge than to take the risk 
of their failure. The other course was to show intrepidity 
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befitting the deputies of the Lord. Humankind, therefore, 
chose to face the challenge than to sit like a stone. Refusal 
on their part would have exposed their worthlessness for 
the assignment predestined for them. Since, the Lord had 
created them to serve as His vicegerents on earth, 
therefore, the man had to put everything on stake to prove 
himself up to the mark. As such, the acceptance of the 
trust can neither be attributed entirely to the foolish 
initiative of man nor his volition, though imprudent, was 
against the will of God. 


It had already been stated that the Lord created 
humankind with His own hands. The Lord also had 
conferred another grace on human kind by infusion of His 
own cs» (spirit or self) in them.P?* These special favors 
were, perhaps the prerequisites for man's designation to 
the position of the Viceroys of the Lord on earth. God had 
pronounced that "verily I am about to place one in my 
stead on earth (...).?" The special distinction of man's 
creation; with God's hands and infusion of His spirit in him 
might, therefore, have inspired humankind to manifest the 
initiative and operative ego equal to the assignment. 
Hence, inspiration or direction (Amr) to motivate man was 
not perhaps his own. The possible impact of the infusion of 
God's Ruh, as understood by this author, has already been 
discussed in the chapter ‘Distinctive Blessings on Man". 
Keeping in view the said background, humankind must 
have been aspiring to bear out as the appropriate choice for 
the assignment with the lure of the nobility and the 
nearness to God. In their eagerness for elevation, they 
might have overestimated their capabilities to take up the 
risk ignoring their limitations, temptations and 
shortcomings etc. 


Humankind might also be having firm faith in the merciful 
benevolence of the Lord. They had no reason to think that 





195 Al-Qur'an (Sad) 38:75. 
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any proposal from the compassionate Lord would be 
detrimental to their cause. There was no apprehension that 
God's offer will not be covered by the constant help and 
guidance from Him. Shrinking back on the part of 
humankind could, therefore, mean lack of faith in the 
providence of the Almighty. Humankind had to prove their 
faithfulness and devotion only by self-surrender before the 
will of God. It was, therefore, in good faith that humankind 
willingly accepted the proposal of the Lord. Evasion from 
the obligations would have exposed his inertness and lack 
of intrepidity befitting the vice-gerent designate. Fear of 
defeat could always prevent human beings from trying their 
natural endowments, potentials to fulfill their burning desire 
to attain nearness and approval of the Lord. Cowardice and 
inertia could have disqualified them from the challenging 
assignment. 





The creation of man with the predestination to install him 
as deputy of the Lord on Earth was such an important 
event in the universe that the Lord proclaimed nobility of 
man to the angels with His commandment to bow in 
obeisance to him as soon as the Lord evolves the man and 
breaths His spirit into him. The breathing of God’s spirit 
was the excellence of man over the angels due to which the 
later were bade to acknowledge man’s superiority by 
bowing before him. In addition to the above, the Lord had 
also granted ws ‘Self! or Selfhood to man. Human 
beings needed to display the distinctions of the Lord 
conferred on them. It could not, therefore, be merely with 
wisdom but through intuitive and courageous plunge into 
the challenging circumstances that humankind could prove 
his guts. There could be no full expression of ‘Self as long 
as humankind were fret with apprehensions of the failures. 
Allama Iqbal says: 





198 Allama Iqbal has devoted a substantial part of his Urdu as well as 
Persian poetry to explain the concept of «++ or Ego. Chapter 5 of the 


book contains certain verses from Iqbal on the issue. 
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Instead of accepting the disgrace of withdrawal under the 
fear of defeat, the viceroy designate opted for the risk to 
attain his goal. Such might have been the intensity of 
desire and excitement of mankind to motivate them to take 


up the burden which was unbearable even for the 
mountains as revealed by the Almighty: 


VSTI EEEE NCA eiat 
er s tA “9 2% 
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Had We sent down this Qur’an on a mountain, verily, thou 
wouldst have seen it humble itself and cleave asunder for fear of 
Allah. Such are the similitude which We propound lo men, that 
they may reflect.?9? 


Foolishness or Passionate Love? 


The verse 33:72 had asserted man's ignorance and 
recklessness to take up the burden of the trust. Prudence 
could hardly have allowed humankind to opt for the 
responsibility unless the same was motivated by extreme 
enthusiasm of humankind for their own elevation or due to 
their passionate love for the Lord. It is also said that "But 
those who (truly) believe, they love Allah more than all 
else."??! Instead of calculating the risk, therefore, 
humankind preferred to surrender their entire self 
unconditionally before the Lord. No risks could undermine 





199 Al-Qur'an (al-Hashr) 59:21.. 

200 A. Yusuf Ali, The Holy Qur'an 59:21. 

201 Mawdüdi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, p. 47 
(2:105). 


Ch. 6 - Man's Acceptance Of Amanahh 103 





or enfeeble the faith, nor would passionate love ever reckon 
the risk. Iqbal alludes to the same: 


di Lee; UT siiip e 
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Let us recall that God had breathed something of his spirit 
in man. On this account, man differed from all other 
creatures of the Lord. The spirit or 'Se/f' in man had the 
impulse of passionate love for God. Wisdom on the other 
hand hardly allows risks attached to decisions based on 
passionate love but 'Self', restrained by wisdom and 
sagacity cannot manifest itself freely. Prudence would have 
advised humankind to evade the responsibilities of the 
trust, but love and devotion prompted him to plunge into 
the danger without taking into account the hazards 
whatsoever. Humankind's evasion of the responsibility 
would have labeled them as good for nothing. Their 
reluctance could have disqualified them as devout Viceroys 
of the Lord. The distinction was envied even by the angels 
and the jinn. It was, therefore, the foolish plunge into the 
risk that proved humankind equal to the nobility 
predestined for them: 


dp 2 LÁ 
Uu. WLS Urhgtiut 


The foolish Plunge of the unjust man was, therefore, the 
event creating distinction between him and all other 
creatures of the Lord. Humankind were able to rise to the 
occasion only with the | (Amr i.e. Direction) of the Lord. 
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Sinfulness Emanates from Free Will 


The concept of Amanahh (Covenant or the trust) of the 
Lord with Humankind is a unique revelation of the Qur’an. 
It is not traceable in the Bible because the People of the 
Book failed to preserve accurately the substance of the 
revelations from the Lord. God’s revelations about the 
purpose of the creation of man are, therefore, missing from 
the text. The Old Testament, as we find it today, has a vague 
concept of the status of humankind, their pledge to God and 
their obligations towards Him. This was the reason that the 
Jews and the Christians had no clear perception of their 
duties towards the Almighty. Similarly they were confused 
about the criterion to determine their ultimate fate in the 
hereafter. Bible also did not make any reference to natural 
compulsion due to which it was impossible for heavenly 
bodies, the earth and other creatures to commit any 
transgression against the commandments of the Lord. The 
People of Book, therefore, did not know that to commit a 
sin was impossible for all creatures except the jinn and the 
humans. 


Sin, it is agreed, is caused by transgression of the Divine 
commandments. Transgression was possible only where the 
Almighty had granted free will and choice to a creature. It 
was unknown in the Universe before the Lord granted free 
will to the Jinn and humans only to test and try them. They 
were, therefore, the only species enjoying freedom to 
choose between various options and to act in accordance 
with their own discretion keeping in view the guidance of 
the Lord. 


By the time of St. Paul, the OT had suffered from various 
distortions, concealments, deletions and corruptions in the 
text. It, therefore, had no explanation for the origin of sin 
and the purpose of the creation of humankind. In the 
absence of the revelations St. Paul and his followers had to 
speculate about the origin or existence of the sin and evil in 
the world.?? The said speculation laid the foundation for 
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the doctrine of original sin by interpreting Genesis 2:15-17 
and 3:6-24 in a peculiar way. St. Paul and his followers 
implicated Adam and Eve as arch villains of humankind and 
held them responsible for introducing sin and death among 
their descendants. 


According to St. Paul, the unscrupulous act (sin) of Adam 
and Eve had caused man’s fall from the heaven. The 
original sin committed by them brought the moral 
degeneration which was inherited by all their descendants. 
The said corrupt nature and death?” ensuing from the 
same were the incorrigible maladies which had no remedy 
except expiation/ atonement through the blood sacrifice??* 
of Jesus Christ the innocent son of God. While the new 
interpretation of the episode of Adam (pbAh) and Eve in the 
Garden had caused an utter desperation for humankind, 
the saving sacrifice of Jesus Christ, son of God had brought 
a dramatic relief to them. Adam and Eve were the villains 
leading humankind to abyss, whereas Jesus Christ was the 
hero and ultimate savior of humankind providing rescue 
from the calamity. Expiation of original sin through faith in 
the Christ as such was the easiest shortcut to salvation. 
Due to great attraction in the suggestion, the theory soon 
became popular in the West. It may, however, be noted 
that the theory of Original Sin, death and salvation 
suggested by St. Paul contradicts the revelations of the 
Lord and teachings of all the prophets of Israel from Moses 
(pbAh) to Jesus (pbAh). Even according to the Gospels, both 
John the Baptist and Jesus Christ (pbAh) did not suggest any 
other shortcut to salvation except through repentance, 
turning away from the evil deeds and seeking forgiveness 
from the Lord. 


203 Rom 5:12. 
204 Rom 4:25. 
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PURPOSE OF CREATION 


The Qur'an tells us that the Almighty had created human 
beings for the sole purpose of their test and trial as 
vicegerents of the Lord on Earth. The Lord had, therefore, 
provided all prerequisites for existence of man on Earth. All 
duties and assignments of man also pertained to Earth. In 
view of this, Adam's stay in the Garden could only be a 
transitory phase to train him for his future assignment on 
Earth. Man's transfer from the Garden academy cannot, 
therefore, be termed as a fall simply because it is only after 
passing out from the Academy that the incumbent officials 
are posted at the position of responsibility. 


It was imperative for humankind primarily to acquaint 
themselves with the Creator, Master, Evolver and Sustainer 
of the Universe and to know about His attributes. The next 
stage was to know about our duties before the Almighty. At 
this stage we turn to know the purpose of the creation of 
the Universe and our own creation to identify the ultimate 
goal of our lives on Earth and the everlasting abode in the 
hereafter. In this respect, there can be nothing better than 
the Divine guidance about all types of creatures and their 
duties in the universe. It is, however, a pity to note that 
the Bible does not take the theme properly. Only a casual 
reference to creation of man and his placement on Earth is 
found in it: 


And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all 
the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon 
the earth. So God created man in His own image, in the image 
of God created He him; male and female created He them. 
And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of 
the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the 
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earth.2°° 


To have dominion over all living creatures on earth to 
multiply, to replenish it and to subdue it had, therefore, 
been the main purpose of the creation of man as described 
by the Old Testament. This was, perhaps, the reason that 
both the Israelites and the Christians always attached 
primary importance to establish their supremacy in the 
world. They, therefore, strived primarily on possession of 
more and more lands, wealth and power on Earth. They 
neither had any higher motives of life before them nor did 
they endeavor diligently to acquaint themselves with the 
Lord and His attributes. Due to the same omission, they 
failed to realize their obligations towards the Creator. No 
doubt Christians have been propagating about higher ends 
and destiny of human beings, yet they did not stress on 
individual and collective obligations of humankind towards 
the Almighty. So far as the creed is concerned, they admit 
that our whole life on earth must aim at the service to God. 
In Lesson I i.e. ‘Man’s Supreme Destiny and Duty’ of the 
‘The Creed Explained’, we find the following: 


to show how good he is, 
to share with him his eternal happiness 
in heaven. 


God made us*” { 


It transpires from the above that the purpose of creation 
does not entail humankind’s obligations and duties 
towards God and man. Christians, therefore, believe that 
it is ‘to gain heaven’ that ‘we must know, love, serve God in 
this world'.?? 


It is pertinent to note here that even the words quoted 
above are not from the NT. These are merely contribution 
from the composer of 'The Creed Explained'. We, therefore, 
cannot take them as vitals of faith in the Bible. 
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As compared to the Bible, the Qur’an is primarily the book 
of guidance for humankind. Acquaintance with the Lord, 
knowledge about His attributes and human duties towards 
Him are the main themes of the Qur’an. It reminds 
humankind about bounteous blessings of the Lord on them. 
The Qur’an, therefore, exhorts humankind to meditate on 
the creation of the Universe and the purpose of the creation 
of humankind to understand their obligations towards the 
Lord to worship Him wholeheartedly. It also reveals that 
like all other creatures of the Lord both humans and the 
Jinn were created only to worship Him. The Lord God, 
therefore, revealed that: 


oxizsg»yl dts edis us 


I created the jinn and humans for nothing else but that they 
may serve Me;??? 


It has already been stated that Iblis (Satan) was a jinn who 
due to his prolonged worship of the Lord enjoyed the 
privilege to worship Him in the company of the angels. We 
also understand that all creatures prior to jinn and man, 
were subjected to the obligation/compulsion (=), and also 
to pre-ordaining or pre-destination (543) from the Lord. They 
were, therefore, programmed accordingly without there 
being any option open to them to violate the 
commandments of the Lord or to deviate from the courses 
pre-determined for them. This included also the natural 
position, the evolution, the movements and the courses 
devised for the heavenly bodies to move in their 
preordained and well-balanced positions throughout the 
universe. All forces of nature were also subjected to the 
commandments of the Lord. Thus, the angels or spirits 
were directed by the Lord to carry out the duties assigned 
to them, and also to implement special commandments of 
the Lord when and if received from Him. Jinn and men 





208 S. A. A. Mawdüdi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, Abridged 
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were, however, the only exceptions who were not subjected 
to the afore-stated programming of Jabber (»=) as regards 
their conduct. Instead of compulsion, therefore, the Lord had 
sent down His guidance through the prophets to help them in 
making proper choice between good or evil so that they may 
know beforehand the consequences of the choice they 
make.” ‘Allama Asad has translated the verse 2:256 as 
under: 


THERE SHALL BE no coercion in matters of faith. Distinct has 
now become the right way from [the way of] error: hence, he 
who rejects the powers of eviland believes in God has indeed 
taken hold of a support most unfailing, which shall never 
give way [break]: for God is all-hearing, all-knowing.?!? 


Humans and the jinn were, therefore, the species distinct 
from other creatures due to the freedom they enjoyed to 
choose between the vice or virtue and to act in accordance 
with their own choice. They were under a life-long test and 
trial of the Lord. It was with this very purpose that the Lord 
had put both options before them so that they may live on 
earth with full awareness of their accountability on the Day 
of Judgment. God, therefore, reveals: 
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Blessed be He in Whose hands is Dominion; and He over all 
things hath Power;- He Who created Death and Life, that 
He may try which of you is best in deed: and He is the 
.211 


Exalted in Might, Oft-Forgiving; 
"Allama Asad translated it as under: 


HALLOWED be He in whose hand all dominion rests, since He 
has the power to will any thing: He who has created death as 
well as life, so that He might put you to a test [and thus 
show] which of you is best in conduct, and [make you realize 
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that] He alone is almighty, truly forgiving. ^'? 
Sayyid Abu'IA'la Mawdudi rendered it as below: 


Blessed is He in Whose Hand is the dominion of the Universe, 
and Who has power over everything; Who created death and 
life that He might try you as to which of you is better in deed, 
He is the Most Mighty, the Most Forgiving.^? 


As regards the purpose of creation, there can be no source 
of its knowledge better than the revelations from the 
Almighty. Unluckily, the revelations in the earlier books 
could not be preserved accurately. Besides loss or 
corruption in the message due to known and unknown 
reasons, the human hand consciously changed the contents 
to make the message compatible with the wisdom, 
knowledge and requirements of the communities 
concerned. Adaptation of the message to the taste, creed 
and purpose of the composers or the priests had also 
caused a distortion in the text. The OT as well as the NT 
has, therefore, suffered from the hands of the sages, the 
priests, the composers and the scribes. The Qur'an is the 
only book which contains unpolluted and accurately 
preserved message of the Lord in the original language, 
words and form. To know the facts, therefore, we need 
guidance from the Qur'an which provides us with the 
immutable word of God about the process, the Evolution 
and the purpose of creation of the Universe and human 
beings. It is from the Qur'an that we can know about the 
special nature of creation of man, the purpose of his 
probation in the Garden before placing him on his 
predestined assignment on earth. In the forthcoming 
chapters, therefore, we shall try to present a coherent story 
of creation and the purpose of creation based on various 
revelations in the Qur'an. 


Dr. ‘Allama Muhammad Iqbal says: 
The main purpose of the Qur’an is to awaken in man the 
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higher consciousness of his manifold relations with God and 
the universe?!^ 


The Qur’an has provided a detailed guidance to humankind 
to acquaint them with the Lord and His attributes. It also 
exhorts them to use their conscience and intellect to study 
the works of God in the nature and in their own selves to 
confess Almighty Allah as one and the only God of all the 
worlds.?? Qur'an is the authentic source providing accurate 
guidance about the beginning of the creation, its evolution 
during various aeons of time and continuous direction, 
control as well as command of the Lord over all heavenly 
bodies including the Earth and the creatures throughout the 
universe. It contains guidance for humankind about their 
role in the Universe and their duties as well as obligations 
towards the Lord. Referring to the disbelievers, the Lord 
says: 


ALN GAS IA 28 LS Ss Go NIA NIRE 
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Of a surety, they are the ones who make mischief, but they 
realise (it) not. When it is said to them: "Believe as the others 
believe:" They say: "Shall we believe as the fools believe?" 
Nay, of a surety they are the fools, but they do not know ?!$ 


The Holy Prophet & was, therefore, guided by the Lord as 
under: 
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Say: "Shall we indeed call on others besides Allah,- things 
that can do us neither good nor harm,- and turn on our heels 
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after receiving guidance from Allah? - like one whom the evil 
ones have made into a fool, wandering bewildered through the 
earth, his friends calling, come to us',(vainly) guiding him to 
the path." Say: "Allah's guidance is the (only) guidance, and 
we have been directed to submit ourselves to the Lord of the 
worlds; "^? 


Instead of stressing on the metaphysics, the Qur'an invites 
humankind to contemplate on the ascertainable facts and 
realities in the universe. It says: 
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See they not how Allah originates creation, then repeats it: 
truly that is easy for Allah. Say: "Travel through the earth and 


see how Allah did originate creation; so will Allah produce a 
later creation: for Allah has power over all things.?!? 


By contemplating on the phenomena of nature and by 
reflecting on the revelations in the Qur'an, humankind can 
easily realize that nothing had been created without a 
predetermined purpose, as revealed here: 
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Not without purpose did We create heaven and earth and all 


between! that were the thought of Unbelievers! but woe to the 
Unbelievers because of the Fire (of Hell)!?!? 
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Not for (idle) sport did We create the heavens and the earth 
and all that is between! If it had been Our wish to take (just) 
a pastime, We should surely have taken it from the things 
nearest to Us, if We would do (such a thing)! Nay, We hurl 
the Truth against falsehood, and it knocks out its brain, 
and behold, falsehood doth perish! Ah! woe be to you for 
the (false) things ye ascribe (to Us).?”° 
The verses quoted above invite humankind to think over 
the purposes of the creation of the Universe and all living 
beings. There are many verses in the Qur’an which serve as 
admonition to humankind so that they may focus their 
attention on purpose of creation to fulfill their obligations 
towards the Lord. Woe to the unbelievers ascribing false 
things to the Almighty. By meditating on the facts of nature 
around them, humankind could easily find ample evidence 
about the existence of the omnipotent creator who sustains 
and evolves each of His creatures. His command and 
control is manifest in the preordained, well-balanced, 
regular and coordinated movements of the heavenly bodies 
and the forces of nature throughout the Universe. Similarly, 
numerous wonderfully grand designs in the universe, 
recycling of waste into useful elements of reproduction, 
automatic repairing systems in the physical, botanical and 
living bodies and the unchanging law of the Lord imply 
unity of the command and control of the sovereign Lord. 
Complexities of human bodies, animals, birds, insects, 
reptiles, trees as well as vegetation etc. display and expose 
a perfect planning and automation in them. Performance of 
heart, lungs, liver, kidneys, spleen etc. continue without 
any conscious efforts of humankind or other living beings. 
All this testifies constant loving care, command and 
effective control of Almighty Allah. It, therefore, directs 
humankind to observe such signs carefully to acquaint 
themselves with Him and with His attributes so that they 
may worship the creator with conscious devotion and 
gratitude to Him. Almighty Allah reveals: 





220 The Holy Qur'an 21:16-18; Eng. tr. 'Allamah Yusuf Ali. 


Ch. 7 — Purpose of Creation 115 
5555 3, J| PE Gs case tias Us PIS iste GALE Us 
S55 ut dss BY EROS, ELUCET OE RS 
Ae gd PEE aos gas SU 


» 





We created not the heavens, the earth, and all between them, 
merely in (idle) sport: We created them not except for just 
ends: but most of them do not understand. Verily the Day of 
sorting out is the time appointed for all of them,- The Day 
when no protector can avail his client in aught, and no help 
can they receive, Except such as receive Allah's Mercy: for He 
is Exalted in Might, Most Merciful.??! 
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Behold! in the creation of the heavens and the earth, and the 
alternation of night and day,- there are indeed Signs for men 
of understanding,- Men who celebrate the praises of Allah, 
standing, sitting, and lying down on their sides, and 
contemplate the (wonders of) creation in the heavens and the 
earth, (With the thought): "Our Lord! not for naught Hast 
Thou created (all) this! Glory to Thee! Give us salvation from 
the penalty of the Fire.??? 


We learn from the Qur’an that primary purpose of creating 
the heavenly bodies, the earth and all other creatures was 
nothing except glorification and worship of the Almighty. 
Since all other creatures except humans and the Jinn had 
excused themselves from the responsibility to obey all the 
commandments of the Lord independently, therefore, the 
Lord subjected them to compulsion in such a manner that it 
was impossible for them to transgress any of His 
commandments. No heavenly body, the creatures or the 
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spirits had the chance to be arrogant or disobedient to the 
Lord. Every creature, therefore, prostrates obediently 
before Him. 


Conscious Worship 


Although all the heavenly bodies, the earth, and the 
creatures were already complying with the commandments 
of the Lord yet humans and the Jinn were the only species 
bestowed with conscience, guidance and freedom of choice 
and action due to which they were subjected to 
accountability i.e. punishment or rewards in the hereafter. 


E Sight gi neki Add yk bauhags 
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Such are they against whom is proved the sentence among 
the previous generations of Jinns and men, that have passed 
away; for they will be (utterly) lost.??? 


Like all other creatures, humankind also knew their 
obligations to glorify and serve the Lord obediently. Instead 
of programming or in-built guidance, they were provided 
with moral directions through external means i.e. through 
prophets of the Lord sent to each community from time to 
time: 


eb EENE SE TACERE 


And indeed, within every community have We raised up an 
apostle [entrusted with this message]: "Worship God, and 
shun the powers of evil!" 224 


Men being trustees of the covenant were distinct even from 
Jinn. They were obliged to apply their knowledge and 
intellect to ponder the creation of the universe and the 
purpose of their own creation. They, however, enjoyed 
freedom to obey or disobey the commandments of the Lord 
with their own discretion. As guided by the prophets, they 





223 The Holy Qur'an 46:18; Eng. tr. ‘Allamah Yusuf Ali. 
224 'Allama Asad, The Message, Eng. tr. of the Qur'an 16:36. 
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too were duty bound to impose the law of the Lord on 
themselves and also over everything else in the world. It 
was with the same purpose that the Lord had established 
humankind on earth with full authority to fulfill the duties 
assigned to them. 


It is worth noting here that humans cannot transform into 
other species: 
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(...) adhere to the true nature on which Allah has created 
human beings. The mould fashioned by Allah cannot be 
altered. That is True, Straight Faith, although most people do 
not know.?2° 
The verse quoted above, therefore, refutes the concept of 
the Christians that the sin committed by Adam and Eve had 
brought degeneration in all their descendants which 
introduced death in them. Nothing can change the 
nature on which the Lord had created them. In spite of 
this, they have the potential and capabilities to evolve 
themselves from lower to higher levels of consciousness 
and spirituality stage by stage. Thus evolution of man to 
higher stages of life was another purpose of his creation as 
assured by the Lord: 


^2 2 hz z'f4ze4Ó 
ORBIT RO cE UIS OUO 
Ye shall surely travel from stage to stage. What then is the 
matter with them, that they believe not?-.?7° 
Maulana Mawdudi translated the verse in the following 
words: 


You shall proceed onwards from stage to stage. So, what is 


225 Mawdüdi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, p. 841. 
226 The Holy Qur'an 84:1-20; Eng. tr. 'Allamah Yusuf Ali. 
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the matter with them that they do not believe.??" 


Humankind's ascending from stage to stage may mean his 
evolution on earth but it may also imply man's elevation to 
a level where they enter into the house of felicity, i.e. 
Paradise and attain nearness to God. Perhaps highest 
purpose of humankind's creation was to raise them to such 
a level where they may see their Lord face to face. This is 
the utmost elevation and reward for human beings. The 
Qur'an asserts: 


uK Spe a5 suot 


O thou man! Verily thou art ever toiling on towards thy Lord- 
painfully toiling, but thou shalt meet Him.??? 
Maulana Mawdudi translated it as follows: 


O man, you are striving unto your Lord and you will meet him. 
229 


Gia Basle SB el gies Ie 


He said: "Our Lord is He Who gave to each (created) thing its 
form and nature, and further, gave (it) guidance."7°° 





227 S. A. A. Mawdüdi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, p. 1274. 
He had recorded the following footnote to it: 

Man's life does not remain in one state; instead, it goes 
through various stages: from youth to old age, from old age to 
death, from death to barzakh (the transitory stage between death 
and Resurrection), from barzakh to resurrection, from resurrection 
to the Plain of Gathering, then to reckoning and then to meting out 
of reward and punishment. It is emphasized here that all this is 
bound to happen. This is reinforced by a sworn statement that 
mentioning (1) the twilight, (2) the darkness of the night and the 
gathering together in it of those humans and animals that remain 
scattered during the day, and (3) the moon's passing through 
different phases from being a mere crescent until becoming full. 
These are among the phenomena that testify to the fact that the 
Universe in which man lives is not static. On the contrary, incessant 
changes occur all over it. Thus, there is no basis to support the view 
that everything ends with a person's breathing his last. 

228 The Holy Qur'an 84:6, Eng. trans. 'Allamah Yusuf ‘Ali. 

229 S. A. A. Mawdüdi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, op. cit., 
2007, p. 1098. 

230 The Holy Qur'an 20:50 Eng. tr. 'Allamah Yusuf ‘Ali. 
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Humankind must, therefore, think over the fact that God 
did not create them in vain. He intended to raise them high 
towards Him. Nearness to God was the final goal of 
humankind: 


ed andis 


And that the final end is with your Lord, 234 
A. J. Arberry translated it in the following words: 


And that the final end is unto thy Lord,?? 
M. Muhammad Ali translated it as below: 


And that to thy Lord is the goal:?? 
Abdullah Yusuf Ali rendered it as under: 


That to thy Lord is the final Goal.??* 


As such, those who use their faculties in accordance with 
the guidance from the Lord attain such god-consciousness 
which keeps them on the path of righteousness to be 


included among the 6358 4JI (those who are near to God). 


No doubt the Lord had created humankind in the best of 
the moulds so that they may strive hard to rise towards 
Him stage by stage but those among them who ignore the 
guidance of the Lord are likely to be the lowest of the low. 
It is, therefore, man's own response that may elevate or 
degrade him. The same had already been indicated to 
him.” Man, therefore, needs to reflect on the mysteries of 
nature as per guidance provided by the Qur'an to know the 
purpose of His creation and his responsibilities towards the 
Lord. 





231 S. A. A. Mawdüdi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, Op cit., 2007, 


p. 1272. 

232 A. J. Arberry, The Koran Interpreted (Oxford Uni. Press, 1982), 
p.552. 

233 Maulana Muhammad Ali, The Holy Qur'an, 6 (Revised.) Edition, 
1973, p. 1005. 


234 The Holy Qur'an 84:6 Eng. Tr. ‘Allamah Yusuf ‘Ali, p. 1449. 
235 Al-Qur'an 95:4-5. 
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Being trustee of the covenant, humankind had been 
designated as Khalifahs (Vicegerents or trustees) of the 
Lord on Earth. Since man had himself volunteered to fulfill 
the trust, independently the Lord put each and every 
individual to the test and trial to establish who among them 
succeed to fulfill the trust. The righteous one will be 
awarded with Jannah (Paradise) where, in addition to 
numerous bounties and blessings of the Lord, they will be 
able to see the sovereign Lord face to face. This is the 
highest reward for man. As for those who take no heed of 
the admonition of the Lord and continue to violate His 
commandments are sure to be consigned to Hell. No 
injustice will be done to anyone nor will the wicked 
be treated like the righteous: 


clan Les iota ould sshd Tegan eset cath owe A 
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What! Do those who seek after evil ways think that We shall 
hold them equal with those who believe and do righteous 
deeds,- that equal will be their life and their death? IIl is the 
judgment that they make. Allah created the heavens and the 
earth for just ends, and in order that each soul may find the 
recompense of what it has earned, and none of them be 
wronged.” 5 


Sayyid A. A. Mawdudi has translated it as follows: 


Do the evil-doers imagine that We shall make them equal to 
those who believe and do good, making their lives and death 
alike? How vile is their judgment! (22) Allah created the 
heavens and the earth in Truth that each person may be 
requited for his deeds. They shall not be wronged.?? 


Allah had designated man as His vicegerent on Earth. Man 
must, therefore, obey all the commandments of the Lord 





236 The Holy Qur’an 45:21-22 Eng. tr. ‘Allamah Yusuf ‘Ali. 
237 S. A. A. Mawdüdi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, op cit., 2007, 
p. 1024. 
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and impose His law throughout the world. It is unbecoming 
of the vice-gerent to ascribe partners with the Lord or to 
worship anyone other than He in the universe. God- 
consciousness in the manner stated above is the only sure 
way to salvation and to get nearer to the Lord. 


Test and Trial as the Purpose of Creation 


The creation of the human race was unique in many 
respects. The Lord had created them to serve as His 
Viceroys on Earth.” Humankind had opted to take up on 
them the responsibility of "Amanahh' i.e. fulfilling the 
trust or the covenant independently.?? They were, 
therefore, created with complexity of nature containing 
propensities?? to lean towards good or evil at their own 
choice. The Lord granted them freedom from compulsion 
and provided His guidance to tread on the straight path. 
Their worship of the Lord and obedience to all His 
commandments involved free and conscious effort on the 
part of each man or woman. Almighty Allah revealed to the 
Prophet 2: 


Ade Usa cL UG s 4852 ca Ud aa ad oes ata uds 
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To thee We sent the Scripture in truth, confirming the 
scripture that came before it, and guarding it in safety: so 
judge between them by what Allah hath revealed, and follow 
not their vain desires, diverging from the Truth that hath 
come to thee. To each among you have we prescribed a 
law and an open way. If Allah had so willed, He would have 





238 Al-Qur'an (al-Baqarah) 2:30. 

239 Al-Qur'an (al-Ahzāb) 33:72. For further details, see our chapter on 
Amanahh. 

2 


An ‘Propensity’ means: "inclination or tendency’. 
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made you a single people, but (His plan is) to test you in what 
He hath given you: so strive as in a race in all virtues. The 
goal of you all is to Allah; it is He that will show you the truth 


of the matters in which ye dispute; ?*! 


"Allama Asad translates it as follows: 


And unto thee [O Prophet] have We vouchsafed this divine 
writ, setting forth the truth, confirming the truth of whatever 
there still remains of earlier revelations and determining what 
is true therein. Judge, then, between the followers of earlier 
revelation in accordance with what God has bestowed from on 
high, and do not follow their errant views, forsaking the truth 
that has come unto thee. 

Unto every one of you have We appointed a [different] law 
and way of life. And if God had so willed, He could surely have 
made you all one single community: but [He willed it 
otherwise] in order to test you by means of what He has 
vouchsafed unto, you. Vie, then, with one another in doing good 
works! Unto God you all must return; and then He will make you 
truly understand all that on which you were wont to differ.?*? 


To fulfill the purpose of the test and trial, humankind has to 
endeavor to obey all the commandments of the Lord and to 
resist against temptations and unlawful desires. Only their 
actual conduct would discriminate the devoted and grateful 
worshipers of the Lord from the ingrate and rebellious 
among them. As such, conscious and willful obedience to 
the Lord will be awarded with good rewards while deliberate 
negligence and disobedience will be punished appropriately 
as asserted in this verse: 


P D 20^ f$ t PETS 255 235,2 4 
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Did ye think that ye would enter Heaven without Allah testing 
those of you who fought hard (In His Cause) and remained 
steadfast??*? 


‘Allama Asad translates it as follows: 


Do you think that you could enter paradise unless God takes 





241 The Holy Qur’an 5:48, Eng. tr. Yusuf Ali. 
242 ‘Allama Asad, The Message, Eng. tr. of the Qur'an 5:48. 
43 The Holy Qur’an 3:142, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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cognizance of your having striven hard [in His cause], and 
takes cognizance of your having been patient in adversity? ?*^ 





The theme has been explained in Surah al-Baqarah in the 
following words: 
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Or do ye think that ye shall enter the Garden (of bliss) without 
such (trials) as came to those who passed away before you? 
They encountered suffering and adversity, and were so 
shaken in spirit that even the Messenger and those of faith 
who were with him cried: "When (will come)the help of Allah?" 
Ah! Verily, the help of Allah is (always) near!?*? 


‘Allama Asad translates it in the following words: 


[But] do you think that you could enter paradise without 
having suffered like those [believers] who passed away before 
you? Misfortune and hardship befell them, and so shaken were 
they that the apostle, and the believers with him, would 
exclaim, "When will God's succour come?" Oh, verily, God's 
succour is [always] near!?* 
Man's creation with well balanced dispositions towards good 
or evil and freedom to choose between them was the 
essential requirement of his test and trial on earth. The 
Lord had created them with such a purity of nature that 
they had ample opportunities to do good deeds. On the 
other hand, they were neither under any compulsion to 
commit sin nor were they immune from it. A normal man 
was free to do good or to commit a sin occasionally at his 
own choice. It is, therefore, a lifelong struggle for man to 
surrender his will before the will of the Lord and to refrain 
from disobedience to His commandments. Those who 





244 ‘Allama Asad, The Message, Eng. tr. of the Qur'an 3:142. 
245 The Holy Qur'an 2:214, tr. Yusuf Ali. 


246 ‘Allama Asad, The Message, Eng. tr. of the Qur'an 2:214. 
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succeed to control their temptations and obey the Lord 
qualify themselves for eternal bliss in the heaven. This 
must, however, be kept in mind that even the righteous 
person may incidentally falter from the straight path at 
times during his life. In case of all such lapses 
humankind has no other remedy than to repent 
immediately and to turn to the Lord again and again 
for His forgiveness and protection from sin in future. 


To help them discharge the responsibility of the trust, the 
Almighty bestowed humankind with such bounteous 
blessings, faculties and knowledge which had not been 
given to any other creature in the world. Man’s creation 
was unique in the sense that he differed from other 
creatures not only in the nature of creation but also in the 
purposes of his creation. Test and trial of man as worshiper 
and slave of the Lord was the primary purpose of His 
creation. The same is evident from the following: 


Sys dos plans sea eati eas e Sleds 


And We shall try you until We test those among you who 
strive their utmost and persevere in patience; and We shall 
try your reported (mettle?^7). 248 
As such, man has to be tested to determine their 
perseverance and patience during pain, adversity and 
anxiety. The following verses indicate the same: 


dy ties eU aes tuia eas Í REESE sls 
Aahas 
By the time! Lo! Man is in a state of loss; save those who 


have faith and do righteous deeds, and counsel each other to 
hold on to truth and counsel each other to be steadfast.?^? 





247 ‘mettle’ means: ‘courage spirit’. 


248 The Holy Qur’an 47:31, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
249 S. A. A. Mawdüdi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, op cit., 2007, 
p. 1307. 


Ch. 7 — Purpose of Creation 125 





Another purpose of creation of man was to find whether 
they pay thanks to Him for His blessings on them or they 
turn their back to Him: 
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Verily We created Man out of a drop of intermingled sperm so 

that We might try him, and We therefore endowed him with 

hearing and sight. Surely We showed him the right path, 

regardless of whether he chooses to be thankful or unthankful 
(to his Lord).?°° 


Human beings were also to be tried in his deeds throughout 
his life. 
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Blessed be He in Whose hands is Dominion; and He over all 
things hath Power; He Who created Death and Life, that He 
may try which of you is best in deed: and He is the Exalted in 
Might, Oft-Forgiving;??! 
Allah has also managed to ascertain whether people are 
sincere in their struggle and adopting friendships: 
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Or think ye that ye shall be abandoned, as though Allah did 
not know those among you who strive with might and main, 
and take none for friends and protectors except Allah, His 
Messenger, and the (community of) Believers? But Allah is 
well-acquainted with (all) that ye do.?°? 





250 Sayyid A. A. Mawdüdi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, op cit., 
2007, p. 1241. 
251 The Holy Qur'an 67:1-2, tr. Yusuf Ali. 


252 The Holy Qur'an 9:16, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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Sayyid Mawduüdi has put it in these words: 


Do you imagine that you would be spared without being 
subjected to any test? Know well that Allah has not yet 
determined who strove hard (in His cause), and has not taken 
any others instead of His Messenger and the believers as his 
trusted allies? Allah is well aware of all that you do.” 





253 Sayyid A. A. Mawdüdi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, op cit., 
2007, p. 382. 
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VARIOUS MODES OF TRIAL 


The Almighty created humankind to test and try them. By 
starting with confession of faith, they will have to serve the 
Lord consciously and steadfastly throughout their lives. 
Mere confession by mouth not backed by actual good 
conduct of man will be of no use for salvation. The Lord 
will, therefore, ascertain who among them fulfill their 
obligations to obey the commandments of the Lord 
independently. The misconception that human beings will 
be saved merely by faith without good deeds has been 
refuted by the Lord: 


rd 
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Do men think that they will be left alone on saying, "We 
believe", and that they will not be tested? We did test those 
before them, and Allah will certainly know those who are true 
from those who are false.” 
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Among them is (many) a man who says: "Grant me 
exemption and draw me not into trial." Have they not fallen 
into trial already? And indeed Hell surrounds the Unbelievers 
(on all sides).?°° 
All human beings will, therefore, be subjected to various 
types of tests and trials throughout their lives as per 
discretion of the Lord. Some of the modes of trial have 
been mentioned in the following: 


3 
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254 The Holy Qur'an 29:2-3, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
255 The Holy Qur'an 9:49, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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If a wound hath touched you, be sure a similar wound hath 
touched the others. Such days (of varying fortunes) We give 
to men and men by turns: that Allah may know those that 
believe, and that He may take to Himself from your ranks 
Martyr-witnesses (to Truth). And Allah loveth not those that 
do wrong. Allah's object also is to purge those that are true in 
Faith and to deprive of blessing Those that resist Faith. Did ye 
think that ye would enter Heaven without Allah testing those 
of you who fought hard (In His Cause) and remained 
steadfast?”® 
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Be sure we shall test you with something of fear and hunger, 
some loss in goods or lives or the fruits (of your toil), but give 
glad tidings to those who patiently persevere, Who say, when 
afflicted with calamity: "To Allah We belong, and to Him is our 


return" :?97 
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Every soul shall have a taste of death: and We test you by evil 
and by good by way of trial. To Us must ye return.7°8 
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Now, as for man, when his Lord trieth him, giving him honour 
and gifts, then saith he, (puffed up), "My Lord hath honoured 
me." But when He trieth him, restricting his subsistence for 
him, then saith he (in despair), "My Lord hath humiliated 





256 The Holy Qur'an 3:140-142, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
257 The Holy Qur'an 2:155-156, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
258 The Holy Qur'an 21:35 (Yusuf Ali) see also Ps 66:10-12. 
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me!'?59 


Property, power, possessions, families, relatives and friends 
in the world are among the methods of trial of the Lord. 
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Say: If it be that your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your 
mates, or your kindred; the wealth that ye have gained; the 
commerce in which ye fear a decline: or the dwellings in which 
ye delight - are dearer to you than Allah, or His Messenger, or 
the striving in His cause;- then wait until Allah brings about 
His decision: and Allah guides not the rebellious.?9? 


IF ced if sts lan oH foolish 


That which is on earth we have made but as a glittering show 
for the earth, in order that We may test them: as to which of 
them are best in conduct.??! 
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Ye shall certainly be tried and tested in your possessions and 
in your personal selves; and ye shall certainly Hear much that 
will grieve you, from those who received the Book before you 
and from those who worship many gods. But if ye persevere 
patiently, and guard against evil,-then that will be a 
determining factor in all affairs.7° 
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259 The Holy Qur’an 89:15-16, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
260 The Holy Qur’an 9:24, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
261 The Holy Qur'an 18:7, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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O ye who believe! Truly, among your wives and your children 
are (some that are) enemies to yourselves: so beware of 
them! But if ye forgive and overlook, and cover up (their 
faults), verily Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. Your riches 
and your children may be but a trial: but in the Presence of 
Allah, is the highest, Reward. So fear Allah as much as ye 
can; listen and obey and spend in charity for the benefit of 
your own soul and those saved from the covetousness of their 
own souls,- they are the ones that achieve prosperity.?9* 


The Lord in fact severed the righteous from the wicked 
even during the lifetime on Earth: 
eA cdi sitios BUS 595 atte oU Atte V o d salis 
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We broke them up into sections on this earth. There are 
among them some that are the righteous, and some that are 


the opposite. We have tried them with both prosperity and 
adversity: In order that they might turn (to us).?96 


The above verses suffice to give a glimpse of different ways 
of trial of humankind. As further guidance to them, the Lord 
asserts 
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263 Al-Qur'an (Al-Taghabun) 64:14-16. 
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It is not righteousness that ye turn your faces Towards east or 
West; but it is righteousness- to believe in Allah and the Last 
Day, and the Angels, and the Book, and the Messengers; to 
spend of your substance, out of love for Him, for your kin, for 
orphans, for the needy, for the wayfarer, for those who ask, and 
for the ransom of slaves; to be steadfast in prayer, and practice 
regular charity; to fulfill the contracts which ye have made; and 
to be firm and patient, in pain (or suffering) and adversity, and 
throughout all periods of panic. Such are the people of truth, the 
Allah-fearing.?97 
In addition to indicating different types of trials for 
humankind, the Lord also assured them with His bounteous 
blessings provided they refrain from transgressions and 
persevere patiently in fulfillment of their obligations 
towards Him: 
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Fair in the eyes of men is the love of things they covet: Women 
and sons; Heaped-up hoards of gold and silver; horses branded 
(for blood and excellence); and (wealth of) cattle and well-tilled 
land. Such are the possessions of this world's life; but in 





267 The Holy Qur'an 2:177, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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nearness to Allah is the best of the goals (To return to). Say: 
Shall I give you glad tidings of things Far better than those? For 
the righteous are Gardens in nearness to their Lord, with rivers 
flowing beneath; therein is their eternal home; with companions 
pure (and holy); and the good pleasure of Allah. For in Allah's 
sight are (all) His servants,- (Namely), those who say: "Our Lord! 
we have indeed believed: forgive us, then, our sins, and save us 
from the agony of the Fire;"- Those who show patience, Firmness 
and self-control; who are true (in word and deed); who worship 
devoutly; who spend (in the way of Allah); and who pray for 
forgiveness in the early hours of the morning.?*? 

It is thus obvious that the Almighty was pleased to test and 

try His slaves in numerous manners. The Lord also told 

them that: 


NAN d sess ssp 25s Sess sas eal Win dtd A uda 
eles às s jte Saa iG eae 5 BABS US EMG oss 


P4 


£s J| SiN AA) Us Sts IE TEE Cyd Gide 8599 ds 
w száj 


Know ye (all), that the life of this world is but play and 
amusement, pomp and mutual boasting and multiplying, (in 
rivalry) among yourselves, riches and children. Here is a 
similitude: How rain and the growth which it brings forth, delight 
(the hearts of) the tillers; soon it withers; thou wilt see it grow 
yellow; then it becomes dry and crumbles away. But in the 
Hereafter is a Penalty severe (for the devotees of wrong).And 
Forgiveness from Allah and (His) Good Pleasure (for the devotees 
of Allah). And what is the life of this world, but goods and 
chattels of deception??? 

The tests as enumerated above, however, pertained mostly 

to natural inclinations, desires and lusts of humankind. 





268 The Holy Qur'an 3:14-17, tr. Yusuf Ali. See also 13:19-25 
269 A|-Qur'an (Al-Hadid) 57:20. 
270 The Holy Qur'an 57:20, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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God's testing plan did not end there. He has many other 
ways to test and try them. Among those were the evil 
suggestions of the companions and consorts of human 
beings. We can name them ò? 9 yl odes (The evil ones 
among humankind and the Jinn): 


BS BEBE aed old o9! bA Ie gy GBI Ula aif s 
MOLLIS aS Lal Ub 315538 UNDE 


Likewise did We make for every Messenger an enemy, evil 
ones among men and Jinns, inspiring each other with flowery 
discourses by way of deception. If thy Lord had so planned, 
they would not have done it: so leave them and their 
inventions alone.?”2 





The most prominent among the evil ones from Jinn is Iblis, 
the avowed enemy of humankind. Such evil ones always 
continue to delude individuals among Jinn and men. The 
Lord, therefore, warned humankind to guard themselves 
from the misguidance of (44a (Devils) and his progeny in 
the following verses: 


" id 2.6 P » rd f£, ae 3 2,5 M - S 

Jo abhi djs Saal Sp ale ati aon i af te 1.86 95 
a 4 - 

"sf Ail 355) 2h esas dta ay Cif 

Eat not of (meats) on which Allah's name hath not been 

pronounced: That would be impiety. But the evil ones ever 


inspire their friends to contend with you if ye were to obey them, 
ye would indeed be Pagans.*”* 


AB Yor ABIL bse SRIN TE EIC 





271 Al-Qur'an 6:112. 
272 The Holy Qur’an 6:112, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
273 Al-Qur'an (Al-An'ám) 6:121. 


274 The Holy Qur’an 6:121, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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OUEST Jol) ticks Uatls th Subd ey thie 
O ye people! Eat of what is on earth, Lawful and good; and do 
not follow the footsteps of the evil one, for he is to you an 
avowed enemy. For he commands you what is evil and shameful, 
and that ye should say of Allah that of which ye have no 
knowledge.?79 
The Almighty has not only forbidden humankind to pay 
heed to evil suggestions of Satan but He also enjoined on 
them to seek protection of the Lord before reading any part 
of the Qur'an. God says: 


265 *? 2» 
7 pep Ic UD eso da gs t SS 
When thou dost read the Qur'an, seek Allah's protection from 
Satan the rejected one.?7? 
Due to utmost importance of the theme, the Lord made it 
mandatory for the believers that they must always continue 


seeking protection of the Lord from the vicissitudes of 
Satan. 


25.2241». Pi “ems acit f 23 
"eii ETTEN ET ETAS 


And say "O my Lord! I seek refuge with Thee from the 
suggestions of the Evil Ones. "And I seek refuge with Thee O my 
Lord! lest they should come near me."?9? 


The ending chapter of the Qur’an stresses the same: 
G 2 - id 
GI AL ots 58 oye AlN af el els os oy, Sf S 
"os sai] ell ado sog 





275 Al-Qur'an (Al-Baqarah) 2:168-169. 

276 The Holy Qur'an 2:168-169, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
277 A|-Qur'an (Al-Nahl) 16:98. 

?/8 The Holy Qur'an 16:98, tr. Yusuf Ali. 

279 Al-Qur'an (Al-Mu'minün) 23:97-98. 

280 The Holy Qur'an 23:97-98, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
281 Al-Qur'an (Al-Nas) 114:1-6. 
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Say: ‘I seek refuge with the Lord of mankind; the King of 
mankind, the True God of mankind, from the mischief of the 
Whispering, elusive prompter who returns again and again, who 
whispers into the hearts of people; whether be from the Jinn or 
humans.?*? 


The Need and Purpose of Test 


Any test or trial usually presupposes some imperfection in 
the person to be tested. Had humankind been created in 
the likeness of God i.e. with perfection in their nature, 
there would have been no sense in testing and trying them. 
Besides this, freedom from natural compulsion was another 
characteristic of humankind which necessitated their test and 
trial by the Lord. Had humankind been subjected to 
compulsion like the angels, there could be no chance of 
their default, shortfall or transgression. Imperfection in the 
nature of creation, freedom of choice and action, leading to 
difference of individual response to the guidance were the 
peculiarities of humankind necessitating their test and trial 
by the Lord. 


The purpose of the trial was to ascertain how different 
individuals behaved on earth to be rewarded in the 
hereafter accordingly. The end result would determine the 
ultimate fate of humankind. Those whose virtues exceeded 
their evils will be admitted to Jannah and exalted to the 
ranks as per their merit. Similarly, the disbelievers and the 
evil doers whose sins exceeded their virtues will be 
consigned to different levels in the Hell in accordance with 
the nature of their crimes. The believers may be released 
from hell with some remission in their punishment or after 
completion of the term as the Almighty deemed fit. Such 
people may, thereafter, be admitted in the lower grades of 
the paradise. Disbelievers, polytheists and insolent sinners 
may, however, remain doomed to hell forever. 


282 Sayyid A. A. Mawdüdi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, op cit., 
2007, p. 1318. 
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As stated earlier both the Jinn and humans were created 
with freedom from compulsion. Freedom is not complete 
unless it includes freedom to commit mistakes. Freedom of 
choice also suggests existence of more than one option. To 
test humankind, therefore, the Lord granted them well- 
balanced propensities towards good or evil with numerous 
options to choose between. They had also been shown both 
ways along with consequences and ultimate ends towards 
which they could lead them. The imperfection of human 
nature and temptations combined with the freedom to 
choose was therefore likely to make them falter from the 
straight path at various occasions during their lives. The 
Lord will decide the fate of each individual after evaluating 
his overall performance during his life on earth. Their 
ranking or gradation in the heaven or hell will also be 
determined on the basis of the appraisal of their collective 
endeavor throughout their lives. 


Immunity from Sin Not the Purpose of 
Creation 


Let us not forget that heavenly bodies, Angels and other 
creatures did not enjoy any power to deviate from the 
commandments of the Lord. God had already created 
trillions of angels who were ceaselessly glorifying and 
worshiping Him. As such, if sinlessness had been the 
prerequisite for the vicegerent of the Lord on earth, there 
was no dearth of angels to take up the assignment. 
Alternatively, the Lord could have created man in the 
likeness of the angels without any power to commit a sin. 
Almighty Allah also enjoyed absolute power over human 
beings to keep them obedient to the guidance if He so 
willed. 


4 4 a 
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(They will be told): If We had so willed, We could have 
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bestowed guidance on every person. But the Word from Me 
that I will fill Hell with men and Jinn, all together, has been 
fulfilled.78° 


It was, therefore, one of the purposes of the creation of the 
Jinn and humans that the rebellious and insolent among 
them may be consigned to everlasting torment there. The 
sagacity and purpose of granting free will to humankind 
was to test and try them how they use their intellect to 
choose between the good or evil as per guidance from the 
Lord. Man’s fate had to be wrought by his own hands. God, 
therefore, provided adequate guidance to man but He 
neither subjected him to compulsion nor put any restraint 
on his liberty in the world.?5* 


It is evident from the discussion so far that other creatures 
were serving the Lord only under compulsion. Their mode 
of worship seemed to be collective and not individual; 
because they had not been endowed with Nafs (Soul, 
independent personality enabling them for self- 
government). Creatures other than humankind had also not 
been infused with spirit of the Lord which distinguished 
them as unique creatures of the Lord. Worship of the 
heavenly bodies, the earth and the angels was not self 
motivated on the basis of their conscious love, reasoning or 
gratitude leading to willing obedience of the Lord. No 
sacrifice of time, money, rest, comforts, needs, appetites, 
passions, desires and lusts were involved in the service or 
worship of the Lord. Those creatures, therefore, neither 
deserved any appreciation or rewards for their good 
performance nor could there be any lapse on their part to 
make them accountable before the Lord. Instead of self 
conscious motivation, the heavenly bodies, earth and the 
angels had been programmed and regulated directly by the 
Lord in such a manner that they could neither commit any 





283 Sayyid A. A. Mawdūdī, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, op cit., 
2007, p. 858. 
284 Al-Qur'an (al-An'ām) 6:35, 107, 149; (Yūnus) 10:99, (al-Nahl) 
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transgression nor were they obliged to repent or to seek 
mercy from the Almighty. 


God could have easily created humankind with the nature 
of angels or other creatures who had no freedom to commit 
sin. He had purposely created mankind with such a nature 
that they were equally disposed to commit sin or virtue 
with their own discretion. God knew that an ordinary 
person may at times be overpowered by his temptations. 
Many among humankind may, therefore, feel helpless to 
resist their compelling lusts, needs and desires. Such 
people may, therefore, falter from the straight path to fulfill 
immediate demands of the flesh. Knowing all this, the Lord 
did not preclude the possibility of sin from them. Instead of 
demanding absolute immunity from sin, He admonished 
them to refrain from it. 


Humankind's own weaknesses and imperfections could 
cause them to sin which may lead to create in them 
disappointment and frustration from the mercy of the Lord. 
Such people could be easily entangled into the snare of 
Satan. Only the forlorn people go astray from the Lord in 
search of some other benefactor supposed to be more 
benevolent and merciful than the Almighty. 


Since the opportunity for repentance and seeking 
forgiveness from the Lord have been provided to each and 
every person in the world, only pagans would turn away 
from the Almighty to seek refuge from their self-concocted 
gods not known to any of the prophets of the Lord including 
Jesus Christ himself. As such, those who worship other 
divinities besides Him are the unfaithful. 


It was only for the test and trial that the Almighty had 
endued man with intellect, knowledge, consciousness and 
the initiative to take up the challenging assignments. Man 
was imbued with understanding and inquisitive nature to 
probe into the realities of the things for better 
comprehension of his own self, his potentials and the 
natural environments around him. To crown all that, the 
Almighty had provided him with Divine guidance to save 
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man from groping into the dark. The purpose of creation 
and human goal in life on earth had also been revealed to 
him. Man, therefore, knew his obligations towards the Lord. 
He was told that his ultimate fate will depend upon his 
personal faith and deeds during his stay on earth. 





To test and try humankind, the Lord had put in them such 
opposing inclinations that could keep most of human beings 
in oscillating position between the vice and virtue. The 
elects of God had better control on their inclinations and 
they also enjoyed special protection from the Lord. 
Occasional sin as well as good deeds could be norm for 
others. The Lord had perfect foreknowledge about the 
same. He knew that men had been created weak. They had 
been created with hasty nature as well, which compelled 
them to gratify their needs, lusts, desires and other 
temptations immediately. Humankind, however, prefers 
temporal and trifling benefits over the most significant and 
everlasting benefits promised to them in the Hereafter. God 
observes that: 


EIN: Js 


Nay (behold), ye prefer the life of this world; But the Hereafter is 


better and more enduring.?9* 


IÉ slay obs sles Bh olaamng dis 


The prayer that man should make for good, he maketh for evil; 
for man is given to hasty (deeds)..7°° 


55315435554, Udo, Jos 


Nay; the truth is that you love ardently (the good of this world) 
that can be obtained hastily, and are oblivious of the Hereafter.?9" 





?85 The Holy Qur'an 87:16-17, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
286 Al-Qur'an Qur'an 17:11 Yusuf Ali. 
287 Sayyid A. A. Mawdüdi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, op cit., 


2007, p. 1238. 
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Besides an instant urge to satisfy the pressing needs, man 
has also been described as weak (Al-Qur'an 4:28) to resist 
his temptations. Satisfaction of immediate needs and 
desires could, therefore, lead human beings to sinfulness 
and utter desperation unless they exercised full control 
over their temptations to abstain from all that had been 
forbidden by the Lord. 





Ch. 8 - 


ALL BEAUTIFUL NAMES BELONG 
TO ALLAH 


Is God a Monster? 


It was to present Jesus as the only savior of humankind 
and the most benedictory person for them that the earliest 
Christian fathers had to depict the Almighty as the most 
strict and unrelenting judge showing no mercy or 
forgiveness to anyone in the world. The bitter desperation 
from the Almighty, the Creator necessitated discovering 
some savior to avoid strict accountability and justice of the 
Lord. Taking advantage of the situation, the Christian 
fathers invented the doctrine of original sin committed by 
Adam and Eve. Since then they continued to condemn the 
first parents of entire mankind blaming them for causing 
affliction of sin and death to all their progeny. As a contrast 
to old and rigid Lord God of the Universe, they themselves 
introduced the concept of a savior God in Jesus Christ who 
took upon him all the sins of humankind. It is worth noting 
here that the doctrine of original sin and savior had neither 
been revealed by the Almighty nor Jesus Christ had ever 
talked about the same. In spite of all this, the man-made 
concepts of original sin and savior had such attraction in 
the same that most of the Christian West has adopted it as 
the primary article of their faith rejecting all the revelations 
of the Lord from Adam to John the Baptist and Jesus Christ. 


The man-made theology concentrating not on worship and 
obedience to all the commandments of the Almighty had 
focused on original sin and salvation to such an extent that 
they had to discard the Lord God of the universe as the 
strictest judge having no provision of mercy or forgiveness 
for the sinners. Besides presenting an ugly and despicable 
picture of Adam and Eve, it was requirement of their faith 
to describe the Almighty as a monstrous figure so that the 
Christians may turn to another God as the only savior from 
the strict justice of the God of the universe worshiped by all 
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the prophets up to Jesus Christ. Many Christians, therefore, 
avoid mentioning infinite mercy of the Lord and His 
repeated promises in the Old Testament to wash away the 
sins of those who turn to Him repentantly and seek mercy 
from Him. As compared to such people, we observe that 
almost each and every part of the Qur'an presents the 
Almighty as the most merciful and kind lord God of the 
universe inclined to forgive the sins of those who earnestly 
beseech for the same. We had already quoted certain 
verses from the Qur'an where the Almighty assured His 
mercy and forgiveness to all those who turn to Him. 


Gratitude as Purpose of Creation 


Worship and glorification of the Lord was the main source 
of the sustenance of the Angels. Similarly, other heavenly 
bodies were being sustained by the Lord in such a manner 
that they had to make no efforts for their survival. They did 
not have multifarious needs nor could they consciously 
know about the bounteous blessings of Allah. Only 
humankind and the Jinn could appreciate the provisions and 
blessings of the Almighty due to which they were liable to 
be thankful to Him continuously. From this, we deduce that 
the Lord created the Jinn and humans also with the explicit 
purpose that they may show gratitude to Him. 


Sais a 35 aes UL os KA okt od Ress ats 
"Gy iais 


It is He Who brought you forth from the wombs of your mothers 

when ye knew nothing; and He gave you hearing and sight and 

intelligence and affections: that ye may give thanks (to Allah).?5? 
p 
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288 Al-Qur'an (al-Nahl) 16:78. 
289 The Holy Qur'an 16:78, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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z 
290 7. 


x 2 
Osp 
It is out of His Mercy that He has made for you Night and Day,- 
that ye may rest therein, and that ye may seek of his Grace;- 
and in order that ye may be grateful.??! 


2 5 e (£e icr rule 2e 7, f E 
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"o 3235 
O ye who believe! Eat of the good things that We have provided 
for you, and be grateful to Allah, if it is Him ye worship.??? 


Besides many other favors on humankind, the Almighty 
reminded them that: 


e 2% i252 5 22125 ^ 22 ^2 "nap f 
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"Allama Asad translates these verses as follows: 


IT IS GOD who has made the sea subservient [to His laws, so 
that it be of use] to you so that ships might sail through it at 
His behest, and that you might seek to obtain [what you 
need] of His bounty, and that you might have cause to be 
grateful. And He has made subservient to you, [as a gift] from 
Himself, all that is in the heavens and on earth: in this, 
behold, there are messages indeed for people who think!.??* 


The ,S3 i.e. gratitude is such an important mode of 
worship of the Lord that He has used the term 4S i.e. 
the denial, disbelief or infidelity towards the creator 
for those who do not pay thanks to Him. In addition to 





290 Al-Qur'an (al-Qasas) 28:73. 

?91 The Holy Qur'an 28:73, tr. Yusuf Ali. 

292 Al-Qur'an (al-Baqarah) 2:172. 

2933 The Holy Qur'an 2:172, tr. Yusuf Ali. 

29% Al-Qur'an (al-Jathiyah) 45:12-13. 

295 ‘Allama Asad, The Message, Eng. tr. of the Qur'an 45:12-13. 
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the above, the Lord also made it clear that it makes no 
difference to Him whether people pay thanks to Him or they 
deny Him. To be grateful to the Lord, however, is beneficial 
only for the human beings or the Jinn to please the Lord. 
He said: 


"P wag 2 ONIRE 2 Oe Z we 
M 65-1. NH APSUUE ous Ras SEISG gu} 


If you disbelieve, know well that Allah has no need of you. Yet 
He does not like unbelief in His servants. But if you are 
thankful, your thankfulness will please Him.2?” 


yy 97057 3 ENSE 


Remember Me, then, and I will remember you. Give thanks to Me 
and never deny Me.??? 


"uie d aif oth A iit orabat 


Also call to mind when your Lord proclaimed: "If you give 
thanks, I will certainly grant you more; but if you are 
ungrateful for My favours, My chastisement is terrible.??! 


Humankind is, therefore, obliged to appreciate the 
blessings of the Lord on it and to show gratitude to Him. 
The ingrates among them are termed rejecters of the Lord 
and have been treated as infidels by Him. 


The Lord created humankind, granted selfhood and infused 
His spirit in them so that they may subdue everything on 
the Earth. Man, therefore, is obliged to use all his 
capabilities and potentials to explore the heaven and the 
earth to increase his knowledge and experience. Conquest 
of nature was, therefore, another purpose of the 
creation of man. God said: 





2% Al-Qur'an (al-Zumar) 39:7. 

297 Mawdüdi Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, 941f. 

298 Al-Qur'an (al-Baqarah) 2:152. 

29 The Qur'an , The Supreme Sunni and Shii Councils of the Rep. of 
Lebanon, Dar Al-Choura, Beirut, 1980, 2:152, p.16. 
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Do ye not see that Allah has subjected to your (use) all things 
in the heavens and on earth, and has made his bounties flow 
to you in exceeding measure, (both) seen and unseen? Yet 
there are among men those who dispute about Allah, without 
knowledge and without guidance, and without a Book to 
enlighten them??? 


2 P " - Pv 
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And He subjected to you the night and day; the sun and the 


moon; and the stars are subjected by His Command. Surely in 


that are signs for a people who understand.??? 





Nearness to God and seeing Him face to face was the 
ultimate elevation of man and the greatest reward 
from the Almighty: 


Via en yid ad e) É Siig Sy is AT (es Gah ie 55 925) 
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To Him shall you return, all together — God’s promise, in 
truth. He originates creation, then He brings it back again that 
He may recompense those who believe and do deeds of 
righteousness, justly. And those who disbelieve for them awaits 
a draught of boiling water, and a painful chastisement, for their 
disbelieving.??9 





302 Al-Qur'an (Luqmān) 31:20. 

303 The Holy Qur'an 31:20, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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306 A. J. Arberry, The Koran (Oxford Univ. Press,1982), 10:4, p.196. 


146 The New World Order 





sSGES ag; Je € a oua dft 


O thou man! Verily thou art ever toiling on towards thy Lord — 
painfully toiling, — but thou shalt meet Him.??? 


No doubt humankind may ultimately meet the Almighty but 
it will be on a day when. 
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22. Some faces, that Day, will beam (in brightness and 
beauty);- 23. Looking towards their Lord; 24. And some 
faces, that Day, will be sad and dismal. 25. In the thought 
that some back-breaking calamity was about to be inflicted on 
them.?°8 


All Beautiful Names Pertain to Allah 


Qur'an is the book containing accurately preserved Word of 
God revealed for guidance of humankind. Acquaintance 
with Almighty Allah and man's relationship as well as 
obligations towards the Almighty are the main themes of 
the Qur'an. The book has been written with such a scheme 
that usually the most important topics are mentioned more 
frequently than those lesser in importance. 


dt! (Allah) is the personal name of the Lord. cyl (al- 
Rahman) is another personal name of the Almighty which 
stresses mainly the attribute of mercy of the Lord. In fact, 
all the goodliest names pertain to Almighty Allah as 
revealed in the Qur'an: 


EC sh Bo NAH RES ch Ae sh YY ENT 
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307 The Holy Qur'an 84:6, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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Allah is He, than whom there is no other god; Who knows (all 
things) both secret and open; He, Most Gracious, Most 
Merciful. Allah is He, than Whom there is no other god; the 
Sovereign, the Holy One, the Source of Peace (and 
Perfection), the Guardian of Faith, the Preserver of Safety, 
the Exalted in Might, the Irresistible, the Supreme: Glory to 
Allah! (High is He) above the partners they attribute to Him. 
He is Allah, the Creator, the Evolver, the Bestower of Forms 
(or Colours). To Him belong the Most Beautiful Names: 
whatever is in the heavens and on earth, doth declare His 
Praises and Glory: and He is the Exalted in Might, the Wise.’ 





Besides the personal name abl "Allah" and the personal as 
well as attributive name 52>)! "A/l-Rahman", the Qur'an has 
mentioned 97 other names of the Lord each signifying a 
particular attribute of the Almighty. It is perhaps in the 
order of importance that the proper name ai! (Allah) has 
been used about 2698 times in the Qur'an. 


Among all other attributions or titles of the Almighty is c», 
i.e. Rabb (meaning the Fosterer, Cherisher, Sustainer and 
protector of the worlds). Rabb also means advisor or 
reformer, prudent, sustainer, despotic and firm. Being the 
most important attributive name, the term is frequently 
used in the Qur'an as an alternate name of Allah or God. In 
Hebrew, Syriac and Arabic, Rabb means provider or 
nourisher. Since, Allah is the only source to evolve with 
tender care everything in the Universe and to sustain and 
to maintain it, therefore, the Qur'an has used the term 
Rabb frequently. Al-Imam Raghib Isfahani writes: 


‘huwa insha al-shay halan fa halan il haddittamam'; i.e. "it 
means to grow, evolve, or develop a thing from stage to stage 
to the extent of perfection. ?!? 


Maulana Abu'l-Kalam Azad explains it as below: 


‘Rabb’ means: ‘to develop a thing from stage to stage in 
accordance with its condition and requirements to attain 





309 The Holy Qur'an 59:22-24, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
310 Imàm Raghib Isfahani, al-Mufradat fi Tahgiq-i-Mawad-i-Lughat 
al'Arab al-Mut'allagah bi'l Qur'an. 
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perfection.’ If a person provides food to a hungry, or gives 
money to a needy: it would be its kindness, generosity, 
benevolence; but not rububiyyat. For the rububiyyat it is 
essential that there be a continuous and perpetual system of 
rearing and upbringing; and a living being be provided all the 
essential commodities required from time to time to attain 
puberty and perfection. Moreover it is imperative that all this 
should be accomplished with utmost love and benevolence. ?! 


E. W. Lane explains: 


‘Rabba yarubbu rabb’: ‘He reared, fostered, brought up, fed, 
or nourished, him; namely, his child, (al-Sihah,) or a child, 
(al-Muhkam, Qamis,) either his own or another's; taking good 
care of him, and acting as his guardian, (al-Muhkam,) until he 
attained to puberty, or to the utmost term of youth: 

(...) [It is said that] the primary signification of al-Rabb. is al- 
tarbiyah; i.e. the bringing a thing to a state of completion by 
degrees. (...) [Hence,] a/-mataru yarubbunnabata wa al-thara 
The rain causes the plants, or herbage, and the moisture [of 
the earth] to increase, (al-Muhkam).^?? 


This indicates that the stage-wise development of a thing or 
process of evolution takes place under the providence, 
commandment and guidance of the Lord. Almighty Allah 
enjoins: 


Ser Wow 5 2 G D» $ Y doo, 2 P 
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O Mankind, serve your Lord Who created you as well as those 
before you; do so that you are saved.?? 


A footnote has been entered to the word saved, i.e.: 


So that you are saved from false beliefs and unrighteous conduct 

in this life, and from God’ punishment in the Next.?!^ 
Yusuf Ali has translated the words `ó% S, as ‘that ye 
may have the chance to learn righteousness' 





311 Mawlana Abu'l-Kalam Azad, Tarjuman al-Qur'an (Lahore: Islami 
Academy, Urdu Bazar, nd.), 1:35. 
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That is Allah, your Lord! There is no god but He, the Creator of all 
things: then worship ye Him: and He hath power to dispose of all 
affairs.?!^ 
All creatures in the universe seek their sustenance from the 
Almighty as revealed in the Holy Qur'an: 
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All in the heavens and the earth entreat Him for their needs; a 
new, mighty task engages Him each day.!*"° 
The Lord, therefore, always continues to provide for each 
and every living being on earth. 
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There is not a single moving creature on earth except that Allah 

is responsible for providing its sustenance. He knows where it 

dwells and where it will permanently rest. All this is recorded in a 

Clear Book.?!7 
Due to universal and all-encompassing manifestation of the 
attributes of cherishing and sustaining everything in the 
universe, the epithet cj with its phrases composed with 
possessive pronouns such as 3) (my Sustainer and Lord, 
etc), bx, «$5, US», s$»,4» e have been mentioned about 
908 times in the Qur'an. This is so because after creation 
of the universe, the most important pledge of the Lord was 
to evolve, to sustain, to manage, to tend, to safeguard and 
to program everything in it. 





315 The Holy Qur'an 6:102, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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The next most frequently mentioned name of the Lord is 
o^! (Al-Rahman) which is the personal as well as 
attributive name of the Almighty. Aside from Tasmiyah, it 
has been mentioned about 56 times in the main text of the 
Qur'an. eJ! (al-Raheem) derived from the same root e»; is 
another attributive name of the Almighty appearing in the 


text about 124 times. 


We also observe that the Qur'an is sub-divided into 114 
Surahs (Chapters). Recitation of Tasmiyah i.e. 9525)! aul eo 
ej} meaning ‘In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most 
Merciful' is a must to start any of the Surahs. Only Surah 
Tawbah i.e. Chapter 9 is the exception to the rule and it 
does not start with Tasmiyah. This means that out of total 
114 chapters of the Qur'an 113 start with Tasmiyah. Since, 
Tasmiyah contains both the attribute of Rahman and 
Raheem, therefore, the total of these attributes comes to 
113 x 2 = 226. In addition to the same Tasmiyah, has also 
been recorded in the body text of Surah al-Naml (27:30). As 
such, Tasmiyah occurs 114 times in the Qur'an. It also 
means that, in addition to so many other places of the 
Qur'an, œ>»! has been recorded 114 times and œ>»! also 
has been recorded for similar number of times. As such, the 
total number of əy! and e! merely in Tasmiyah comes 
to 228 times. 


In addition to above, œ>! (al-Rahman) has been used 
about 56 times and œ>»! (Al-Raheem) about 124 times in 
the text, which makes the collective total of (>! and e! 
as 228124456 = 408 times in the Qur'an. 


9922 (Ghafoor meaning oft-forgiving) and > (Ghaffar 
meaning forgiving again and again) are other attributive 
names of the Lord repeated about 92 and 5 times 
respectively. It brings the number of God’s attributive 
names showing forgiveness and mercy in the Qur’an 


to 505. The Qur'an also introduces the Lord as "i 2, 
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i.e. The best of the forgivers, "u^ Z, i.e. the best of the 
merciful and usA Za i.e. as the most merciful and 
compassionate Lord. Yet there are other epithets like ??!, 5 


EA i.e. Oft-Returning, Most Merciful, used about 9 times in 


the Qur'an. The paramount importance of the attribute of 
mercy and forgiveness of the Lord is also evident from the 


fact that 7A (the most merciful) has been adopted as the 


personal name of Allah. The attributes of mercy and 
compassion are, therefore, inseparable from the 
Almighty. As such, those who depict the Lord as a strict 
judge or relentless tyrant bent upon avenging himself, 
distort the image of all-compassionate and merciful God. 
Their propagation promotes desperation against the Lord 
who introduced himself as the most merciful and forgiving 
Lord frequently in the Old Testament and more than 505 
times in the Qur'an. As such, the earliest Christian fathers 
have created desperation from the Almighty to introduce 
new kind-hearted and more compassionate gods like Jesus 
Christ and the Holy Spirit. Such are the people who show 
faithlessness towards the creator to promote infidelity 
against Him. As against them, Chapter 4 of Book 37 of 
Sahih Muslim contains about 16 sayings of the Holy Prophet 
describing unlimited mercy of the Lord for humankind. Only 
one of the sayings may suffice to present the theme: 


Abu Hurayrah reported: I heard the Apostle of Allah as 
saying: Allah created mercy in one hundred parts and He 
retained with Him ninety-nine parts, and He has sent down 
upon the earth one part, and it is because of this one part that 
there is mutual love among the creation so much so that the 
animal lifts up its hoof from its young one, fearing that it 
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might harm it.??? 


Manifestation of the Attribute of 1 
(Mercy) 


As against the Christian propagation of the Lord as a strict 
Judge and a relentless tyrant not inclined to forgive even 
the first and the only sin of Adam, the Qur'an frequently 
introduces the Almighty as the most merciful, 
compassionate and benevolent Lord God of the Universe. It 
has been specially stressed that His mercy and forgiveness 


exceeds His Ghadab (.—) i.e. anger or wrath. The Almighty 
asserts: 
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Say: "To whom belongeth all that is in the heavens and on 
earth?" Say: "To Allah. He hath inscribed for Himself 
(the rule of) Mercy. That He will gather you together for the 
Day of Judgment, there is no doubt whatever. It is they who 
have lost their own souls, that will not believe.??? 


This means that only the disbelievers deny the mercy of the 
Lord. It has been further revealed: 
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When those come to thee who believe in Our signs, Say: 
"Peace be on you: Your Lord hath inscribed for Himself (the 
rule of) mercy: verily, if any of you did evil in ignorance, and 
thereafter repented, and amend (his conduct), lo! He is Oft- 
forgiving, Most Merciful.??* 





?? Sahih Muslim, Book 37, Chapter 4. Hadith Number 6629. See also 
Hadith Number 6630 to 6641. 
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The verse quoted above assures the penitent believers 
about forgiveness and mercy of the Lord. 


It is pertinent to note here that God's attributes having 
greater manifestation in the universe are mentioned more 
frequently in the Qur'an. As such, the second most 
frequently reminded attribute i.e. e») (mercy), must also 
manifest itself extensively. The attribute of «-, used 
more than 505 times must, therefore, find its 
manifestation in forgiving the sinners seeking mercy 
and forgiveness from the Lord. Since humans and the 
Jinn were the only species bestowed with freedom of choice 
to do good or evil alternately, therefore, the attribute of o> 
(mercy) finds its best manifestation in forgiving the 
repentant sinners among them. If, however, humans and 
the Jinn become like angels and had no potential to sin at 
all, there would be no manifestation of Allah's oft-repeated 
attributes of mercy and compassion. Such a situation would 
suggest futility on the part of the Lord to stress so 
frequently the attribute which had no function or 
manifestation in the world. We, therefore, believe that the 
attributes of mercy and forgiveness are constantly being 
exercised in forgiving the repentant sinners among humans 
and the Jinn. The fullest display of these attributes will, 
however, be made on the Day of Judgment. The purpose 
behind the creation of humankind and the Jinn with 
complexity of nature and freedom of action was, therefore, 
to make it possible for them to do good and also to commit 
sin occasionally. God's attribute of mercy and forgiveness 
will, therefore, find its fullest manifestation to save the 
penitent among His slaves. 


In case they stumble from the straight path, they would 
soon realize the calamity created by their own hands. In 
utter desperation, therefore, many among them would turn 
to the Lord to be saved. Such people would be prostrating 
before the Almighty with hope and fear singing His praises, 
seeking mercy and compassion from Him with utter 
humility on their part. As such, one of the purposes of 
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creation of humankind was to make them repent and 
crave for mercy and forgiveness of the Lord. Both the 
Bible and the Qur’an, therefore, guided humankind 
repeatedly to avoid sin and to seek mercy and forgiveness 
from the Lord.?? 


The extreme favor and mercy of the Lord is evident from 
the following: 


It is narrated on the authority of Abu Hurayrah that the 
Messenger of Allah observed: Allah, the Great and Glorious, 
said: Whenever my bondsman intends to do good, but does 
not do it, I write one good act for him, but if he puts it into 
practice I write from ten to seven hundred good deeds in 
favour of him. When he intends to commit an evil, but does 
not actually do it, it is not recorded. But if he does it, I write 
only one evil??? 


The mercy of the Almighty also extends to those who due 
to oppression and their own weakness had no opportunity 
to repel evil through good deeds. The Lord assures them 
that: 
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For these, there is hope that Allah will forgive: For Allah doth blot 
out (sins) and forgive again and again.??? 


Mercy of the Lord 


Both the Jinn and the human race had been created with 
freewill. Their sinfulness would, therefore, compel them to 
repent, to confess their inequities before the Lord and crave 
for the forgiveness of the Almighty. While doing so they will 
be glorifying the Lord and praising him for all his absolutely 
transcendent attributes such as omnipotence, omniscience, 
foreknowledge, flawlessness and freedom from all types of 
imperfections or defects. On their own part, the repentants 
would be confessing their guilt, acknowledging their lowliness, 
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frailties and shortfalls with their dire need to be saved by 
the Lord as the only savior of the sinners. Seeking mercy 
and forgiveness in that manner is a unique way of bowing 
before the only savior in the universe. Only humankind and 
the Jinn have the special privilege to worship the Lord in 
that particular way with perfect earnestness to be forgiven 
by Him. Those who do not turn to the Lord to implore His 
forgiveness and mercy will be consigned to Hell forever: 
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Allah is the Guardian of those who believe, He brings them out of 
every darkness into light. And those who disbelieve, their 
guardians are the evil ones; they bring them out of light into all 
kinds of darkness. These are destined for the Fire, and there shall 
they abide.??? 


This shows that those who have faith in the Lord have 
every hope to be forgiven their sins by the Lord. Absolute 
sinlessness is not the precondition for salvation. 


In case humankind behave like Angels and commit no sin 
at all, no one will be invoking the oft-repeated attribute of 
the infinite mercy of the Lord. Lack of manifestation of 
God's attribute of mercy and forgiveness would, therefore, 
allude to futility of their repeated mention in the Old 
Testament as well as in the Qur'an. The moment we ascribe 
any futility to the word of God, we stand among the 
apostates and infidels than the faithful. 


The Almighty had enjoined that humankind must not 
transgress His commandments. They must, therefore, take 
utmost care to obey all the commandments of the Lord to 
please Him and to earn His blessings in the world and in the 
Hereafter. Their gradation in the heaven or hell will depend 
on the level of their righteousness or depravity during their 





328 Mawdudi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, p. 82. 


156 The New World Order 





life on earth. In spite of utmost care, however, it is likely 
that human beings may falter occasionally. Its remedy lies 
in turning to the Almighty repentantly and seeking His 
forgiveness. God is pleased with those who humble 
themselves before Him and crave for his mercy and 
forgiveness earnestly. All human beings including the 
prophets had, therefore, been directed to seek mercy, 
forgiveness and guidance from the Lord. The Holy Prophet 
as well as his followers have been commanded as under: 
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Extol thy Sustainer's limitless glory, and praise Him, and seek 
His forgiveness: for, behold, He is ever an acceptor of 
repentance.??? 


"d 


The Holy Prophet && had also revealed to his followers that: 
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Say: "If ye do love Allah, Follow me: Allah will love you and 
forgive you your sins: For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful. "330 

It was no mistake on the part of the Almighty that He did 

not create humankind like Angels with immunity from sin. 

The All-knowing, All-wise creator had perfect fore- 

knowledge of the fact that in spite of their utmost care, 

Human beings would be committing sin every now and 

then. Since all human beings (with the exception of the 

prophets) were vulnerable to sinfulness assurance of 
salvation and paradise to those who repent, reform and 
seek mercy of the Lord has been repeated frequently. The 

Lord did not enjoin absolute sinlessness for human beings. 

Instead of sinlessness, therefore, the Lord repeatedly 

stressed obedience to His commandments. In case of 

default, however, the Lord provided them with the guidance 
to repent and seek mercy from Him. 





329 `Allamah Asad, The Message, Eng. tr. of the Qur'an 110:3. 
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Remedy to sin also did not lie in lamenting over the so 
called original sin of Adam. Similarly, there was no 
justification in bemoaning the human dissimilarity from the 
angels. Had the Lord willed absolute sinlessness from 
humankind, it was no problem for Him to create them like 
angels. If the sin was intolerable for the Lord, He would not 
have created human beings with the nature that inclines to 
sin. Repentance and seeking mercy with utter humiliation 
must have, therefore, been a special purpose behind the 
creation of man. On the other hand, if all human beings 
start behaving like angels neither committing sin nor 
seeking mercy and forgiveness of the Lord, they would not 
be fulfilling an important purpose of their creation. The Lord 
would, therefore, destroy them and replace them with 
those who commit sin and seek mercy and forgiveness 
from Him. A tradition of the prophet (pbAh) asserts: 





Abu Sirma reported that when the time of the death of Abu 
Ayyub Ansari drew near, he said: I used to conceal from you a 
thing which I heard from Allah's Messenger and I heard Allah's 
Messenger as saying: Had you not committed sins, Allah 
would have brought into existence a creation that would have 
Committed sin (and Allah) would have forgiven them.??! 


Due to the complexity of the nature of their creation, 
human beings may very often fail to resist their 
temptations. Prophets and elects of the Lord were the only 
exceptions whom the Lord protected from sin simply 
because they had to serve as role-models for others. All 
other people are likely to commit sins at various occasions 
during their lives on earth. The Lord has, therefore, guided 
them to repent of their sins without any delay. If they turn 
to the Lord repentantly with a resolve to avoid sinfulness in 
future, they are sure to be forgiven by the Almighty who 
may admit them in the gardens of bliss to live there happily 
for ever. To attain eternal success, therefore, one must 
keep in mind the guidance from the Lord. 


3311 Sahih Muslim, Book 37, Hadith Number 6620. See also Hadith 
Number 6621, 6622. 


158 The New World Order 





T". T, 4, G 6 3 p 
A55 863) Gs SU 12 Gall Tahal Guys 23,253 abl 285 Uf 
"68515 


Your (real) friends are (no less than) Allah, His Messenger, 
and the (fellowship of) believers, those who establish regular 


prayers and regular charity, and they bow down humbly (in 
worship).??? 





332 Al-Qur’an (al-Ma'idah) 5:55. 
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ALLAMA IQBAL ON THE PURPOSE 
OF CREATION 


Khudi s+ or Ana “i (The Ego) 

Apparently Khudi or Ego seems to be irrelevant to the 
concept of the New World Order yet as the readers shall 
observe, it has direct relevance to the concept of the 
Kingdom of God on Earth through His vicegerents i.e. Adam 
and his progeny. 


Allama Dr. Sir Muhammad Iqbal is perhaps the pioneer of 
the concept of (559 through his poetry. One rather feels 
that Go 9+ (selfhood or Ego) is the most important and 
perhaps the nucleus of the philosophy of Iqbal dominating 
his poetry in Persian and in Urdu. It was perhaps due to his 
intensive and repeated perusal of the teachings of the 
Qur'an and Sunnah of the Holy Prophet Muhammad x 
that he devoted the entire half of his later life to explain to 
the Muslims the meaning and responsibilities imposed by 
the revelations of the Lord about the vicegerent of the Lord 
so that they may improve their concepts of worshiping Him 
by refusing to bow before any other worldly power or 
compromising His distinctive position for temporary gains. 
Iqbal’s poetry, therefore, contains the best interpretation of 
the term G29 with advice to the believers to understand 
the true import of the term and to rise up to the level 
befitting the vicegerent of the Lord. 


The term &ə%> or l has no equivalent in English or any of 
the European languages. The term 'ego' perhaps contains 
the sense closest to S29+. We shall, therefore, be using ego 
as something broadly corresponding to the concept of 
Khudi, Ana, Ruh or Nafs to convey the ideas of Iqbal and 
many other scholars to interpret the Qur'anic sense of 
these terms. 
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The Reader’s Digest Oxford Wordfinder explains ego as “1) 
A conscious thinking subject. 2) The part of mind that 
reaches to reality and has a sense of individuality. 3) Self 
Esteem etc. The Enc Britannica explains: 


Ego, central in the organization of human personality, is that 
portion experienced as the “I” which perceives, remembers, 
evaluates, plans and in other ways is responsive to and acts in 
the surrounding physical and social world. Ego (Latin for "I") 
comprises, in Freud’s term, the executive functions of 
personality. Ego also describes “me,” the self which is known 
and valued. The ego gives continuity and consistency to 
behaviour by providing the personal point of reference which 
relates the events of the past (retained in memory) and 
actions of the present and of the future (represented in 
anticipation and imagination). The ego is not coextensive with 
either the personality or the body, although body concepts 
form the core of early experiences of self. The ego, once 
developed, is capable of change throughout life. Both the 
executive functions and the experienced self alter under 
conditions of threat, illness and changes in life circumstances. 


The terms ego and self are occasionally used interchangeably, 
occasionally contrasted, but there is no consistent usage. The 
single term ego is used here to describe two sets of related 
phenomena, sometimes distinguished as ego and self: (1) 
those executive functions, involving perceiving, thinking, 
planning and others, through which behaviour is organized 
and directed (ego-as-process); and (2) the organized 
attitudes towards himself which comprise the individual's 
experienced self (ego-as-object).??* 


Ego can also be described as higher consciousness of man's 
primary relationship with God. Allama Iqbal explains: 


When attracted by the forces around him, man has the power 
to shape and direct them; when thwarted by them, he has the 
capacity to build a much vaster world in the depths of his own 
inner being, wherein he discovers sources of infinite joy and 
inspiration. Hard his lot and frail his being, like a rose-leaf, yet 
no form of reality is so powerful, so inspiring, and so beautiful 
as the spirit of man! Thus in his inmost being man, as 
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conceived by the Qur’an, is a creative activity, an ascending 
spirit who, in his onward march, rises from one state of being 
to another: 

“But, Nay! I swear by the sunset’s redness and by the night 
and its gatherings and by the moon when at her full, that from 
state to state shall ye be surely carried onward (Al-Qur'an 
84:16- 19). 

It is the lot of man to share in the deeper aspirations of the 
universe around him and to shape his own destiny as well as 
that of the universe, now by adjusting himself to its forces, 
now by putting the whole of his energy to mould its forces to 
his own ends and purposes. And in this process of progressive 
change God becomes a co-worker with him, provided man 
takes the initiative: 

Verily God will not change the condition of men, till they 
change what is in themselves (Al-Qur’an 13: 11). 

If he does not take the initiative, if he does not evolve the 
inner richness of his being, if he ceases to feel the inward 
push of advancing life, then the spirit within him hardens 
into stone and he is reduced to the level of dead matter. But 
his life and the onward march of his spirit depend on the 
establishment of connexions with the reality that confronts 
him. It is knowledge that establishes these connexions, and 
knowledge is sense-perception elaborated by  under- 
standing.??* 


All this shows that man has to make intellectual as well as 
physical efforts to overcome the obstructions created by 
the environments around him. He can devise means to 
control certain forces of nature and to exploit the sources 
available to him for the free upward movement of his life 
physical as well as spiritual. Iqbal says: 


The naturalism of the Qur'an is only a recognition of the fact 
that man is related to nature, and this relation, in view of its 
possibility as a means of controlling her forces, must be 
exploited not in the interest of unrighteous desire for 
domination, but in the nobler interest of a free upward 
movement of spiritual life. In the interests of securing a 
complete vision of Reality, therefore, sense-perception must 


335 Allama Muhammad Iqbal, The Reconstruction of Religious Thought 
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be supplemented by the perception of what the Qur’an 
describes as Fuad or Qalb, i.e. the heart.??Ó 


Iqbal describes Ego as a rationally directed creative 
will. It is perhaps from the said sense that he calls Allah 
as the Ultimate Ego." The Qur'anic concepts of the 
Almighty, therefore, stress his creativeness, knowledge, 
omnipotence justice, magnanimity and eternity etc. In this 
sense the God is a concrete operative Ego. ??? 


According to Iqbal: 


“The Jannah in the Qur’anic narration is the conception of a 
primitive state in which man is practically unrelated to his 
environment and consequently does not feel the sting of 
human wants the birth of which alone marks the beginning of 
human culture. 

Thus we see that the Qur’anic legend of the Fall has nothing 
to do with the first appearance of man on this planet. Its 
purpose is rather to indicate man’s rise from a primitive 
state of instinctive appetite to the conscious possession 
of a free self, capable of doubt and disobedience. The 
Fall does not mean any moral depravity; it is man’s 
transition from simple consciousness to the first flash 
of self-consciousness, a kind of waking from the dream 
of nature with a throb of personal causality in one’s 
own being. Nor does the Qur’an regard the earth as a 
torture-hall where an _ elementally wicked humanity is 
imprisoned for an original act of sin. Man’s first act of 
disobedience was also his first act of free choice; and 
that is why, according to the Qur’anic narration, Adam’s first 
transgression was forgiven. Now goodness is not a matter 
of compulsion; it is the self’s free surrender to the 
moral ideal and arises out of a willing co-operation of 
free egos. A being whose movements are wholly determined 
like a machine cannot produce goodness. Freedom is thus a 
condition of goodness. But to permit the emergence of a finite 
ego who has the power to choose, after considering the 
relative values of several courses of action open to him, is 
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really to take a great risk; for the freedom to choose good 
involves also the freedom to choose what is the opposite of 
good. That God has taken this risk shows His immense 
faith in man; it is for man now to justify this faith. Perhaps 
such a risk alone makes it possible to test and develop the 
potentialities of a being who was created of the “goodliest 
fabric” and then “brought down to be the lowest of the 
low." As the Qur'an says: "And for trial will We test you with 
evil and with good" (21: 35). Good and evil, therefore, though 
opposites, must fall within the same whole."??? 


Referring to the whispering of Satan in Al-Qur'an 20:120- 
22, Iqbal says: 


The central idea here is to suggest life's irresistible desire 
for a lasting dominion, an infinite career as a concrete 
individual. As a temporal being, fearing the termination of its 
career by death, the only course open to it is to achieve a kind 
of collective immortality by self-multiplication. The eating of 
the forbidden fruit of the tree of eternity is life's resort 
to sex-differentiation by which it multiplies itself with a 
view to circumvent total extinction.?^? 


The Lord also put in the nature of man certain features 
necessary for his test and trial on earth. He, therefore, 
ingrained in him inclinations towards good as well as evil. 
His task was made harder by the lusts, appetites, passions, 
jealousy, anger, pain, sex, love, happiness, grief and 
impelling needs compelling him for their immediate 
gratification. Man's greed for wealth, power and prestige 
could also induce him to wickedness. The sources, the 
power and time at his disposal were limited against the 
unlimited needs and aspirations of man. He had to toil day 
and night to earn his subsistence and to make provisions 
for his protection against all hazards to his life. Even the 
angels did not have a proper perception of man's 
potentialities and desire for evolution to rise towards the 
Lord. They fail to understand the purpose of the creation of 
man with thirst for water, hunger for food, need for 
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protection and also intensity of grief, fear and happiness 
etc., labor, fatigue or feelings of frustration, sensations 
about heat and cold. Purpose of said frailties in the nature 
of man was unknown to them. Due to their lack of 
knowledge about the divine rationale for creation of man 
with entirely different aptitudes and capabilities of man, the 
angels failed to visualize the impediments faced by him to 
serve the Lord wholeheartedly. They also had no idea about 
God's all encompassing mercy and forgiveness for 
humankind provided they earnestly entreat for the same 
(Al-Qur'an 7:156). 


No doubt man's task was harder than that of the angels. 
Human life was a perennial struggle between two opposing 
choices. Man had various options before him; He could 
either surrender himself to the will of God by resisting 
against all his temptations, lusts and desires or 
alternatively, he could satisfy his compelling and immediate 
needs and desires by ignoring the commandments of the 
Lord. The disregard of the Divine Guidance, misuse of his 
talents by falling into inertia, self-indulgence or 
transgression of the commandments of God were likely to 
degenerate humankind to the lowest among the low.?^! The 
Lord, however, had created man with well balanced 
inclinations towards good and evil granting him freedom to 
choose between the same. As compared to the angels, 
Man's choice had to be voluntary and without any natural 
compulsion on him. God, therefore, reveals: 


ys jokofu 
Verily We have created man into toil and struggle.?^? 


Ultimate Ego 


In the foregoing discussions, we had interpreted Allama 
Iqbal as believing in Allah as an Ultimate Ego. We had 
discussed that the Qur'anic concepts of the Almighty 





341 Al-Qur'an (al-Tin) 95:4-5. 
342 The Holy Qur'an 90:4, tr. Abdullah Yusuf Ali. 
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highlight Him as the Omnipotent, Omnipresent, All-knowing 
creator and sustainer of the universe and everything 
therein. He is extremely merciful, all-forgiving Lord 
providing guidance to all His creatures. Besides this, He has 
thousands of other best qualities which are being 
manifested every moment throughout the universe created 
by Him. It was perhaps due to such perceptions that Allama 
Iqbal called the Lord as a concrete operative Ego. ^^ 
During further elaboration of the point, Iqbal as a poet felt 
himself free to point out that man as the only vicegerent of 
the Lord in the Universe must also manifest certain 
reflections of the attributes of the Lord up to the extent, 
they were bestowed on him. As such, instead of any 
attempt for self-annihilation, isolation or passivity, the 
vicegerent is supposed to imitate or replicate certain Divine 
attributes with which the Lord had equipped him. The 
responsibilities under the assignment of vicegerent of the 
Lord are innumerable and it is impossible to discharge the 
same without taking an active part in life. Besides 
worshiping the Lord as the first priority, human beings had 
to subdue everything around them to establish the kingdom 
of God on earth to be governed by the law of the Lord of 
the earth and the heavens. Before going into detailed 
discussions about the same, however, we shall be 
subdividing Khudi 25+ into the following two parts: 


1. The Khudi as the Ultimate Ego of the Almighty. 
2. Khudi as befitting the vicegerent of the Lord. 


=  Khudi as Ultimate Ego of the Lord 

The concept of Khudi had become the nucleus of Iqbal's 
poetry and philosophic thinking during the later half of his 
life. Although during his early life, he was much inclined 
towards 3eu.ai i.e. Sufism, mysticism or contemplation etc. 
under the influence of his father and other learned people 


343 Allama Iqbal, The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam’, p 
75. 
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around him yet he took a sharp turn from the same due to 
intensive study of the Qur'an, the Sunnah of the Prophet 
di and study of the lives of his companions (4e). His 
meditation during the later periods revealed many 
shortcomings of 8923 as had been in vogue among the 
Muslims for many centuries before him. He also discovered 
that 353 as being preached by his contemporaries was at 
variance from the teachings and the ways of living of 
almost all the true prophets of the Lord. During the same 
period, the study of German philosophers like Kant (1724- 
1804), Hegel (1770-1831), Nietzsche (1844-1900) and also 
French philosopher Bergson (1859-1941) made him firmly 
believe that lethargic and inactive life leading to evasion 
from the worldly affairs and self annihilation was against 
the God's purpose of creating man. Since he was born and 
lived during a time when almost entire Muslim world had 
been subdued by the European countries on the basis of 
research, acquisition of more and more scientific 
knowledge, accumulation of power and unceasing struggle 
to explore and subdue the world on the pattern of the 
Muslims from 7™ to the 11" century AD following the 
guidance of the Qur'an and Sunnah of the Prophet i£ he 
decided to awaken them to adopt the active and creative 
conduct of the earlier Muslims. Even during the 14" to the 
end of 18" century, the Ottomans had kept alive the earlier 
traditions of the Muslims to expand the kingdom of God on 
Earth for spreading the message of the Lord in Asia, Europe 
and other parts of the world. Allama Iqbal, therefore, felt 
himself obliged to make the Muslims realize the 
responsibilities imposed on them by the Almighty and to 
strive for their freedom from the foreign rule so that they 
could reintroduce universal brotherhood and equality of 
human rights throughout the world. In this sense, we can 
address Iqbal as most dynamic interpreter of Islam and 
awakener of the Muslims. To express his feelings he made 
extensive use of the term Khudi in his Urdu as well as 
Persian poetry. He, therefore, rightly boasts about 
exposition of the term Khudi in the following: 
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Iqbal, therefore, addresses the Muslims to awake from 
centuries of slumber and passivity. He said: 


BUR d. MAR 
AU sts 2 
345 2 Uf AJ 

After waking up from the deep sleep, the Muslims must live 
extremely active life to acquire more and more knowledge 
to discover and create new things and to strive to put 
Islamic precepts in practice to become true Muslim 
followers of the Holy Prophet 4%. The hard task required 
strenuous efforts in various forms including Jehad?'$, 
preachings, invention of new things, acquisition of more 
and more power to establish peace and universal 
brotherhood with equality of human rights and social justice 
for all. Just believing in Islam, without full determination to 
implement it throughout the world had no meanings at all. 
Iqbal, therefore, emphasized the action and activity to 
manifest the faith in the real world. He said: 





344 Asrar-o-Rumooz, (Lahore: 1964), p. 14 

345 Allama Iqbal, Zaboor-e-Ajam (Persian), (Lahore: Pakistan Times 
Press, 1966), p. 116. 

346 God said: “Against them make ready your strength to the utmost of 
your power, including steeds of war, to strike terror into (the hearts 
of) the enemies, of Allah and your enemies, and others besides, 
whom ye may not know, but whom Allah doth know” (Al-Qur'an 


8:60). 
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Perhaps the first step towards manifestation of the faith is 
to strive hard for search of possibilities to improve human 
fate and utilization of natural resources and one’s own 
potentials to live a creative and resourceful life in the world. 
The distinction of human beings over other creatures of the 
Lord was to know what was not already known to them. 
This is, therefore, the primary requirement of rising to 
higher levels of existence. Allama says that: 


ot (os nd) IE e f 


ot 6 JM Inkt PoI IJ 


SË uih Latif # 


E 79.28 37797 9 72772 ái UPS Len 


= Mysticism Vs. the Teachings of the Lord 

Tracing the background of -344 it can be observed that 
among the founders of the great religions, Buddha was 
perhaps the first known exception who abdicated his 
throne, abandoned the family, the property and his active 
role in the society during the 5" or 6 century AD. We have 
already referred to him in the first chapter of the first 
volume of our book ‘Slavery and Human Rights’. It was he 
who has been reported to have believed that world is 
produced out of Brahma and everything ends in extinction 
in Brahma. He was the person who preached endless cycle 
of pain (Dukkha) in the world. The cause of all such pains 
according to him was people's self-centered cravings 


Ch. 9 — Allama Iqbal on the Purpose of Creation 169 





and the desires. The way to end all pains was to end all 
desires. Naturally one had to renounce all pursuits and 
pleasures in the world to conquer his own self and to live 
without passion, without envy and without desire. Now if 
the whole human society adopts Budha as its role model, it 
would naturally lead it to extinction of not only creative and 
productive efforts but also humankind itself instead of 
establishing the Kingdom of God on earth to perform 
human role as vicegerents of the Lord on earth. Allama 
Iqbal opposed the concept strongly. He believed that man 
was created to spend a life of strife and struggle which was 
impossible without earnest desire for certain goals. He said 


PUR eta Pe piu 3 
mt odis po rie lise, 


Kiling of desire and constant struggle to achieve the 
apparently impossible goals was, therefore, an obstruction 
to human evolution and efforts to attain higher levels of 
life. He said: 


ZU ad Leap E du 

APR s IV 2 ly 347 
Iqbal, therefore, preaches constant struggle and search to 
human kind so that they may subdue everything around 
them as per commandments of the Lord. Man must not 
remain idle or inactive, just waiting for divine intervention 
for his success. Seclusion or avoiding the responsibilities 
imposed on him by the Almighty cannot help anyone to 
attain favoritism with Him. The Lord, therefore, gave 
detailed guidance to human beings to surmount all 
impediments around them by constant efforts and 
utilization of all the potentials in them. This is the only way 


to dominate the world for establishment of the kingdom of 
God on Earth. Allama says: 
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3 cilia dS atone fee 


It is, therefore, evident from the above that only those 
believers who continue striving for their success in 
accordance with the commandments of the Lord can 
achieve the impossible. Iqbal, therefore, refers to the 
immeasurable power of those who strive in the way of the 
Lord: 


hejse tï jut e Mee z AE 
Queer Soy er bo: LES dur» 


=  Pantheism of Plato 

The Greek Philosopher Plato (c. 428-348 BC) had 
elaborated the idea of «c ay (Panthism) and ultimate 
salvation by extinction of self in the all encompassing self of 
the Lord God. In the modern times, Karl Krause expanded 
the concept by naming it Panentheism.?^? Philosophic 
elaboration of the concept of Pantheism usually led to self 
negation and inertia. Similarly, the idealistic teachings of 
Jesus Christ as propagated by the followers of St. Paul also 
aimed at celibacy, passivity, relinquishing of worldly 
interests and  nonresistance against violence and 
oppression. Renouncement of the world and self-imposed 
poverty was counted among the virtues. Jesus has been 
reported as having said: 


And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said, Blessed be 
ye poor: for yours is the kingdom of God (...) And unto him 
that smiteth thee on the one cheek offer also the other; and 
him that taketh away thy cloke forbid not to take thy coat 





347 Iqbal, Bal-e-Jibrael (Urdu) in Kulliyyat-e-Iqbal, poem ‘Masjid-e- 
Qurtuba', p. 316. 

348 The belief that the divine pervades and interpenetrates every part 
of the universe and also extends beyond time and space. The term 
was coined by the German philosopher Karl Krause in 1828 to 
distinguish the ideas of Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel (1770-1831) 
and Friedrich Wilhelm Joseph Schelling (1775-1854) about the 
relation of God and the universe from the supposed pantheism of 
Baruch Spinoza. 
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also.?^? 


The NT had been composed with the specific aim to serving 
the Roman cause of subjugating peoples through pacifying 
the slaves and through propagating non-resistance among 
them against the oppressors. Slaves and Roman subjects 
were advised to serve their masters as they would serve 
the Christ. Instead of obedience to the Law of the Lord, the 
believers were asked to obey the Roman authorities on the 
plea that the same had been established by God Himself.?°° 
Instead of active and productive role in the society, one 
had to become like children to enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Walking on foot, living on alms, selling one's 
property and distributing among others and carrying one's 
cross to follow Jesus was the way suggested for salvation. 
The new theology, therefore, had salutary effect on 
promotion of non-resistance and willful acceptance of 
Roman supremacy in the world. It was, however, 
detrimental to promotion of justice, universal brotherhood 
of man, equality of rights, freedom fighting, free thinking 
power politics or effective efforts to gain worldly 
possessions. Iqbal points out that: 


du e- UV LA Ut nf a ont £ rhe deo Ced ut 


Iqbal observed that most of the teachers of ‘Tasawwuf 
(Mysticism) during his time were driving away the Muslims 
from active, creative, dynamic and energetic part in the 
life. He depicted this trend in the following couplet of his 
poem 'Nafsiyat-e-Ghulami', i.e. ‘the Psychology of Slavery’: 


Sow lise be eu dE/uru s 


As a counterblast to the preachings of servility, Allama 
Iqbal stressed on awakening of the people under the 





349 | uk 6:20, 29 KJV. 

350 Rom 13:1-7. 

351 ‘Allama Iqbal, ‘Darb-e-Kailm’, i.e. ‘The Stroke of Moses’ in Kulliyat- 
e-Iqbal Urdu, i.e. ‘Complete Urdu Works of Iqbal’ (Lahore: Sh. 
Ghulam Ali & Sons, 1990), p. 652. 
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concept of Khudi. One of his verses, therefore, refutes the 
concept of submissiveness before the oppressors: 


3328 ARI UK te ele LF Gr oe f Ue Lb 
Celibacy was recommended to attain piety. St. Paul 
preached that: ‘It is good for a man not to touch a 
woman^? Are you unmarried? Then don't look for a 
wife.*** He believed that the world was likely to end 
perhaps during his life or soon thereafter. He, therefore, did 
not approve sex even among the married couples: 


What I mean, my friends, is this: there is not much time left, 
and from now on married people should live as though they 
were not married; ??* 


Had the Christian world followed the advice of St. Paul in 
letter and spirit, there would have been no Christians in the 
world today. Iqbal, therefore, discerned the influence of 
Plato and others on 3ai (mysticism) having a strong hold 
also on a substantial part of the Muslim populations and 
utilized the term Khudi teaching them to live active and 
resourceful lives instead of leaving the world for others. We 
shall be discussing the same subsequently. 


Right from the time of the Holy Prophet 2:2, the Muslims 
have been taking very active part in all pursuits of life as a 
part of worshiping the Lord. The Qur'an and Sunnah had 
been the main source of guidance for them. With the 
passage of time, Sufism started developing gradually in the 
Muslim world. Abu-Talib Al-Makki was perhaps the most 
renowned Sufi who during the 3™ Century AH wrote his 
book «sl c3 (Quwwat-al-Quloob).??$ This was perhaps 
the earliest of the important sources to introduce Tasawwuf 





352 See p. 49 of Yadnama-e-Iqbal' (eng.) p. 49. 

353 1Co 7:1 KJV. 

354 1Co 7:27 GNB. 

355 1Co 7:29 GNB. 

35$ Abu Talib al-Makki, Muhammad ibn 'Ali (d. 386 AH/996 AD 
in Baghdad), was a hadith scholar, Shafi'i jurist, | and Sufi mystic 
who wrote his book named els JI wy! (lo 099 Gopal! iola (8 coslaJl O98 
mgl 
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among the Muslims. Long after him, Muhiyy-u-Din Ibn 
Arabi (1165-1240) gained worldwide fame for his writings 
on «3,4 (Mysticism). He was an Arab Andalusian Sunni 
scholar of Islam renowned as mystic, poet, and 
philosopher. Among the Sufis, he was also known as Sheikh 
Al-Akbar" the greatest master" and also as a saint. 
Following the pattern of Plato, he also believed in the 
philosophy of extinction in the Lord to attain permanent 
union with Him. His teachings, therefore, had great impact 
on the Muslim Sufis throughout the world. Some of them 
divide the self annihilation in three stages i.e. 


(1) &J! å tè (self negation in the spiritual guide) 
(2) Jay! 3 tė (Vanishing in the Prophet) 


(3) 4b (3b - dil 3 tè. (Self annihilation in Allah — attaining life 
everlasting in unity with God) 


In the last stage, one is expected to vanish into the 
Almighty and attain eternity due to perfect union or merger 
into the Lord. Since the concept was against the active, 
responsible and creative life it led many of the Muslims to 
renounce their worldly duties and relations. The gap was, 
therefore, filled by others and especially the 
European nations to establish their rule over the 
unlettered, ignorant, inactive, lethargic and passive 
populations among the Muslims and other nations. 


Coming to the Urdu poets, we observe that Mirza Asadullah 
Khan Ghalib (1797-1869) was perhaps the most prominent 
interpreter of the Panentheism discussed above. A few 
verses from him may suffice to elucidate the point: 


beste tut cbs) tent Ble 7 
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eue eu arh udi Se 
áe gh fep nz 
Nothing out of such teachings can be traced in the Qur'an 
or the Sunnah of the Prophet jz which preach acquisition 
of more and more knowledge about each and everything in 
the world, motivate believers to adopt the habit of 
continuous efforts to implement the commandments of the 
Lord on earth, to establish universal brotherhood of 
humankind and to promote social justice to fulfill their role 
as the vicegerents of the Lord on earth. It was perhaps to 
eradicate the ideology leading to passivity and redundancy 
that Allama Iqbal utilized the term Khudi as a recurrent 
subject throughout his poetry as well as his prose. Due to 
paucity of time and space at our disposal, we shall be 
trying to make extremely short reference to some of his 
writings to show that he had a clear cut concept of the 
ultimate ego of the Almighty and the ego of His vicegerent 
as per revelations in the Qur'an and Sunnah of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad ys. We shall, therefore, learn that 
instead of laziness, lethargy, lassitude and sluggishness 
etc., Islam stresses on more and more efforts to attain 
knowledge and to dominate the world as enjoined by the 
Lord.??/ God had assured success to those who follow His 
guidance. God said: 


25 22 5 ^2 52. Seok "i J ogete 
Ce BBS OEN 225151 35H V5 1 ENS 


So lose not heart, nor fall into despair: For ye must gain 
mastery if ye are true in Faith.?*? 


Similarly, the concept of human beings created as 


vicegerents of the Lord to rule the earth as per His 
commandments also confers unique distinction on them. In 





de To comprehend Iqbal and his ideology to reinvigorate the Ummah, it 
may be useful that the readers may also refer to Vol. II of Maqalat-e- 
Hakeem compiled by Shahid Hussain Razzaqi (Idara-e-Saqaft-e-Islamiyyah, 
Club Road Lahore). 


358 Al-Qur'an 3:139 Yusuf Ali. 
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the following verse, Iqbal interprets the Almighty 
addressing a believer that: 


"T * f 4 ^e & 5 4 oe 
^ Of sc Jd L6 FGWF GH tion 

Are you alive? [If so,] be aspirant; be creative; be possessor 
of the universe like us; and establish your control on it. 


Using his freedom of exaggeration in poetry, Iqbal went to 
the extent of saying that: 


Ca UD A UR eta 
ap eA clo xk ony 


Allama Iqbal also dreamed about resurgence of Islam to 
reestablish sovereignty of the believers at least in the lands 
formerly ruled by them. To express his concepts, therefore, 
he used the word "Khudi' i.e. Ego firstly to stress the 
absolute unity of the Almighty as creator, sustainer and the 
only administrator throughout the universe. Some of the 
verses from him explain the same e.g.: 


360 51g, iy QUE eus AW JI Ui PE dos 
The secret of the Self is hid, In words "No God but Allah 
alone". The Self is just a dull-edged sword, "No God but He", 
the grinding stone. 
The verse, therefore, points out that Allama Iqbal believed 
strongly in the ultimate Ego of the Almighty which he has 
stressed again and again throughout his books. His poem 
titled ail y! 4! Y further exposes the concept in some detail 
but we cannot afford to reproduce more than a few verses 
out of the same here. He says: 





359 Allama Iqbal, the poem ‘Jamal Namah’ in his book ‘Javed Namah’, 
Kulliyat-e-Iqbal Persian (Lahore: Sh. Ghulam Ali & Sons, 1990), p. 


191. 
369 Dr, Muhammad Iqbal, Zarb-e-Kaleem (Urdu) in Kulliyyat-e-Iqbal 
(Lahore: Ghazni Street, Urdu Bazar, 1995), p. 395. 
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At another place Iqbal also said: 


akusudia cer a Sly JU Lee 


AT Pie wt iw Jon F eig A 


(ca 9o) 


It was through the verses such as quoted above that Iqbal 
preached the Muslims to turn to the Lord as per guidance 
received from the Holy Prophet Muhammad JU. He said: 


d é $ 4 
Pages ICG POT na 


One can, therefore, conclude from the above that human 
beings must not bow before or fear from any other power 
in the universe except the Almighty. As deputies of the Lord 





361 aà alil 213,5 ub ^ Gy (Persian) p. 22. 
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they must throw away all yokes of subservience to any 
power other than the Lord. True worship of the Lord, 
therefore, requires negation of any object of fear or 
adoration for exclusive freedom and devotion to the Lord. 


= The Human Ego 

Keeping in mind the purpose of the creation of humankind, 
Iqbal highlights vicegerency of man on earth. Being 
representative of God, he must subdue everything in the 
name of the sovereign Lord and must not worship or bow 
before anyone except the Almighty. They are required to 
utilize their full potentials to impose the Law of the Lord on 
earth and strive hard for their own elevation and 
betterment of humankind. The said commandment has also 
survived in Genesis 1:28. After His first blessings on 
humankind, the Lord is reported having said: 


God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 
the earth, and subdue it: (...).?9? 


Human beings must, therefore, endeavor to subdue the 
forces of nature and everything around them in the name 
of the Lord and attain higher realms of life for themselves 
as a whole (Al-Qur’an 31:20. 16:12). It is evident that Idle, 
lazy or decadent attitude is not appreciated by the 
Almighty. God’s spirit in humankind must ignite spark of life 
in them to face the challenge on earth and to channelize 
their powers, efforts and resources to rise from stage to 
stage towards the Lord. The point is also evident from the 
lives of all the prophets of the Lord who lived as active 
members of society striving day and night to establish the 
Kingdom of God on Earth. They served as the role models 
of piety, righteousness, perseverance, steadfastness and 
hard work so that humankind may imitate them for their 
success in this world and the Hereafter. 


Since we are focusing on the concept of Khudi pertaining 
especially to the believers, therefore, avoiding detail about 





362 Gen 1:28 KJV. 
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the ultimate ego of the Divine, we shall be turning to 
produce some of the verses from Iqbal to explain his 
concept about the human ego in the following. To save the 
space, therefore, we shall be producing only some selected 
verses from Allama Iqbal without translating the same. 


OU e uty P» eoe. VIVAS. £ 
SOLL Pu Lepe Gi dT els 


3000 nolz 7E aede MUI SF bruy ur dec UE SILI 
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We also learn from Iqbal that there cannot be proper 
manifestation of 625+ or Ego without an unshakable faith of 
humankind in their own capabilities to change the 
conditions prevailing in the world in accordance with their 
determination. This, however, is possible only when the 
vice-gerent is striving under the name of the Almighty. The 
Lord provides unbelievable help and resources to those who 
set out for such creative efforts which ultimately serve to 
increase welfare of the humankind as per guidance of the 
Lord. Iqbal says: 


tue WP" PF ern eiiz 





363 Kulliyat-e-Iqbal, p. 409. 
364 Allama Iqba, Kulliyat-e-Iqbal, Bang-e-Dara, poem: Tuloo-e-Islam 


(p. 

365 Iqbal, Baal-e-Jibreel. 

366 Allama Iqba, Kulliyat-e-Iqbal, Bang-e-Dara, poem: Tuloo-e-Islam p. 
213. 
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* Satan Promotes Passivity and Indolence 

As compared to the above, Satan and his followers were 
bent upon promoting passivity and indolence in the Muslims 
under the guise of mysticism, inactivity and mere 
meditation instead of readiness to sacrifice their wealth, 
health, time and efforts to implement the commandments 
of the Lord on Earth utilizing all the means at their disposal. 
This made them leave a gap in the productive, creative and 
constructive affairs in the world. Satan, therefore, brought 
a great perversion in the original aims and objects of 
Tasawwuf leading to inertia and self-extinction. According 
to Iqbal Satan's progeny propagated the following in the 
Muslims. 


EL Un Spl XP el teneo gab r 
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367 Kulliyat-e-Iqbal, p. 270. 
368 Kulliyat-e-Iqbal, p. 277. 
3€? Kulliyat-e-Iqbal, p. 306. 


180 The New World Order 





ete gaz duni (o resto etu 


eJ SBE Gy wT 2% cut & BS 3h oe 


api We uw Wie ez IU EGA Ge 


No Self-Annihilation, Isolation or Passivity 


The ‘Ruh’ or the ‘se/f’ stresses the individual freedom as 
well as personal obligations towards the Lord. Human self, 
however, cannot be developed in isolation or by 
renunciation of the physical world. The Lord, therefore, 
forbade humankind to forsake their share in the world. He 
said: 


P 
- 


KEN eds LB Gs uas as se SN AE SIT ga acts 
hee UTE OSEE TTE 


Seek by means of the wealth that Allah has granted you the 
Abode of the Hereafter, but forget not your share in this world 
and do good as Allah has been good to you and do not strive 
to create mischief in the land, for Allah loves not those who 
create mischief.?”° 


Humankind has been created as social animals and their 
self cannot be developed unless they perform the role as 
creative, co-operative and actively participating members 
of the society. The Lord, therefore, made the 
congregational prayers?" mandatory for the believers at 
the fixed times”? of day and night. Janaza Prayers, 
education, social justice and establishment of the Law of 
the Lord in the community is individual as well as 
communal responsibility of the society. Similarly, fasting 
during the month of Ramadan is enjoined on all the 





370 Mawdudi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, p. 816f. 
371 Al-Qur'an (al-Baqarah) 2:43. 
372 A|-Qur'an (al-Nisa) 4:103. 
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members of the society and all of them have to observe it 
in accordance with the time schedule for the fasting. Hajj 
on the 9" of Dhil-Hajj is a congregational prayer in which 
the Muslims who can afford the same must participate as 
per directions from the Lord. Zakat,?’? too, is a public 
obligation of the individuals, but is to be managed by the 
state. 


At certain times Jehad and other matters pertaining to 
general welfare and protection of the society become 
obligatory on the entire community. As such, instead of 
living in isolation or seclusion, man has to fulfill his 
collective duties by participating with other members of the 
society. Humankind will be among the losers if besides 
improving their own selves, they do not inculcate patience 
and righteousness among the people around them. Its 
importance may be realized from the following: 


1 e 5 Z»7. Z 227-524 ^ Tete sanje |e foe 
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Allah commands justice, the doing of good, and liberality to 
kith and kin, and He forbids all shameful deeds, and injustice 
and rebellion: He instructs you, that ye may receive 
admonition.>”* 
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Let there arise out of you a band of people inviting to all that 


is good, enjoining what is right, and forbidding what is wrong: 
They are the ones to attain felicity.?7^ 





373 A prescribed part of wealth or certain other possessions to be 
compulsorily paid to the state every year for the help of the poor in 
the society. 

374 The Holy Qur'an 16:90, tr. Yusuf Ali. 


37^ The Holy Qur'an 3:104, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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The followers of the Holy Prophet Muhammad J£ also 
earned appreciation from the Almighty on the basis detailed 
in the following: 


280 (€. Z ^28 ae 6 t 5-2 PI 2 
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Ye are the best of peoples, evolved for mankind, enjoining 
what is right, forbidding what is wrong, and believing in Allah. 
If only the People of the Book had faith, it were best for them: 
among them are some who have faith, but most of them are 
perverted transgressors.?/* 


Besides human duties towards the creator the Almighty 
Allah has also stressed justice in the society, ?"" service and 
care for the parents??? and kind treatment with their wives 
and children. Sura al-'Asr (Ch. 103) contains the conclusive 
verdict on the subject: 


UC 152155 LN fs KT cash J ad Satay óy acis 
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We call to witness the passing time, that surely man suffers 
continuous loss, except those who believe and work 
righteousness, and exhort one another to hold fast to the 
Truth, and exhort one another to be steadfast.?” 


Maulana Mawdūdī has translated the Surah in the following 
manner: 


By the time!??? Lo! Man is in a state of loss; save those who have 
faith and do righteous deeds, and counsel each other to hold on 





376 The Holy Qur'an 3:110, tr. Yusuf Ali. See also(Al 'Imran) 3:114, (al- 
Tawbah) 9:71, 9:112, (al-Hajj) 22:41. 

377 Al-Qur'an (al-Nahl) 16:90. 

378 Al-Qur'an (al-Baqarah) 2:83, ()al-Nisa 4:36, (al-An’am) 6:151, (al- 
Isra) 17:23. 

379 Sir M. Zafrullah Khan, The Qur'an (Surrey, UK: Curzon Press, 2 
Ed. Rvsd. 1975), p. 629. 

380 Footnote by Mawdudi: ‘To swear by time amounts to saying that 
both man’s past and present bear witness that the statement which 
follows is absolutely true.’ 
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to truth and counsel each other to be steadfast.??: 


Both the Torah and the Qur'an contain various 
commandments of the Lord which cannot be fulfilled in 
isolation from the society. Running away from the families 
and the society, and killing or suppressing of natural 
instincts has no where been enjoined by the Lord. Kingdom 
of God can be established only by imposing His Law in the 
society. It cannot be established by abstaining from 
productive works; running away from social responsibilities; 
and disregard of personal health, family life and welfare of 
the society. Self-inflicted poverty, living on alms, walking 
bare-foot, torturing one's flesh and killing the natural 
instincts had never been preached by the prophets. In this 
respect, we cannot rely on certain idealistic words ascribed 
to Jesus Christ in the Gospels. Jesus Christ was a follower 
of the Law of Moses and he could not differ from earlier 
teachings of the Old Testament and the prophets. Instead 
of recording the true character and the words of Jesus 
Christ, the evangelists under the influence of St. Paul 
depicted idealistic account of his life and teachings which 
were neither practicable nor conforming to the law of the 
Lord.?*? St. Paul, the self claimed apostle of Christ, said: 


Now concerning the thing about which you wrote, it is good for a 
man not to touch a woman..... But I say to the unmarried and to 
the widows that it is good for them if they remain even as I.?9? 
St. Paul, therefore, set aside the first blessing as well as 
the commandment of the Lord for Adam and Eve in the 
Bible. His teachings contradict the first commandment of 
the Lord after creating human beings as 'male and female'. 
The Bible records that: 


And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the 





381 Mawdudi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, p. 1307. 
382 Mat 16:24, Mat 19:21, Mar 8:34, 10:21, Luke 9:23, 18:22. 
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air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.?9* 


And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should 
be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.*°° 


Only a negligible minority among the Christians could 
devote themselves to live on the idealistic pattern ascribed 
by the evangelists to Jesus Christ. Living in seclusion like 
the Hermits and suffering from self-denial and annihilation 
of flesh had not been commanded by the Lord. They failed 
to realize that by killing their natural instincts and 
abandoning the normal way of life of the prophets, they 
had turned away from fulfilling the purpose of their test and 
trial by the Lord. Instead of channelizing all their natural 
potentials and faculties in accordance with the 
commandments of the Lord, they followed the teachings of 
certain sages and saints among them. Turning their back to 
the best pattern of life of the prophets, they imposed on 
themselves restraints and responsibilities which the Lord 
had not prescribed for them. God says: 
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Then, in their wake, We followed them up with (others of) Our 
messengers: We sent after them Jesus the son of Mary, and 
bestowed on him the Gospel; and We ordained in the hearts of 
those who followed him Compassion and Mercy. But the 
Monasticism which they invented for themselves, We 
did not prescribe for them: (We commanded) only the 
seeking for the Good Pleasure of Allah; but that they did not 
foster as they should have done. Yet We bestowed, on those 
among them who believed, their (due) reward, but many of 





38^ Gen 1:28 KJV. 
385 Gen 2:18 KJV. 
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them are rebellious transgressors. 2° 


As such, in spite of all their sacrifices and strenuous 
exercises, many of the hermits and saints of the Christians 
sidetracked the way suggested by the Lord. They ignored 
the fact that the Almighty had in His supreme wisdom 
created human beings with their bodies, and various other 
lusts, desires and appetites only to test and try them. 
Similarly, it was He who created women for their 
inclination/satisfaction (Al-Qur'an 30:21). According to 
Genesis (1:28), the Lord had also pronounced His first 
blessing on mankind with the commandment of procreation 
and multiplication to replenish the Earth and to subdue it. 
All this shows that instead of prohibiting or despising 
sex, the Almighty had made it a primary duty of 
humankind. God, therefore, never favored celibacy, 
seclusion, passivity, or self-annihilation for humankind. All 
these options were chosen by certain sages of the Israelites 
as well as the Christians as best modes of life for them. The 
Lord had never authenticated the same. For further details 
on celibacy and monasticism please refer to chapters 7 and 
8 of the 1* volume of our book ‘Islam as Emancipator of 
Women’. 


All this shows that the Lord did not create humankind like 
the angels nor did He command them to live like them. 
Each individual has to be tested and tried under the given 
circumstances. Any attempt to succeed in the trial by 
changing the conditions is a foul play on the part of the 
testee. Hence, instead of exercising control over one’s 
temptations by attempting to destroy the flesh or natural 
instincts in the humankind the human beings must follow 
the guidance provided by the Almighty. They are duty 
bound to avoid any transgression against His Law. 





386 The Holy Qur’an 27:57, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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UNIQUELY BLESSED CREATURE 
OF THE LORD 


Test and Trial 


God had created humankind with the predetermined 
purpose to test and try them as His vice-gerents on earth. 
It was to meet this purpose that instead of putting the 
human race under natural compulsion in the manner of all 
other creatures in the Universe, the Almighty granted them 
freedom with guidance through the prophets sent to them 
so that they may choose between the good and evil as per 
guidance given to them and use their free will to act upon 
their own decision. On the one hand, humankind were 
bestowed with special favors of the Lord to cope with the 
challenging assignment before them while on the other, 
they were created with such complexities of nature which 
were necessary for the test. 


The Almighty had evolved humankind through various 
stages till they attained best of the proportions as 
predetermined by the Almighty.?*" He granted them ,sàii.e. 
personalities and endued them with co i.e. Hearts.??? 
Finally it was special favor of the Lord to infuse His spirit in 
humankind which established their superiority over all other 
creatures in the Universe. Human beings were created as 
mortals and after the end of their life on earth, they were 
destined to die and to return to the Lord. After their 
resurrection on the Day of Judgment, all individuals will 
have to stand before the Lord to account for their good or 
bad deeds committed by them during their stay on earth. 
The end result of their performance will, therefore, 
determine their ultimate fate in the Hereafter. 





387 Al-Qur'an (al-Mu'minün) 23:14; (al-Ghashiyah) 88:2; 95:4. 
388 The Qur'anic uses of these terms will be explained in the next 
pages. 
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It was for the purpose of test and trial that the Almighty 
bestowed humankind with various  propensities*°°, 
temptations, appetites, lusts, needs, desires, weaknesses, 
limitations and shortcomings etc. that could lead them 
astray from the Lord. They were also prone to forgetfulness 
and lacked constancy in them. In addition to the above, 
Satan had been granted respite to stalk humankind and 
abduct them from the straight path. Since the burden of 
choosing between good or evil deeds lay on the shoulders of 
humankind, therefore, human life was a hard task full of 
constant endeavor, risks and challenges for them.??? 


Tests or trials are usually conducted to determine the 
character, potentials, response, aptitude, knowledge, skill or 
fitness of the examinees for their gradation and evaluation 
before their posting to the prospective assignments. 
Capabilities and level of perfection of the examinees is 
ascertained usually through the test. The examinees are 
apprised of the curriculum and also of the criterion for pass 
or fail well before the exam. It is on the basis of end result 
that some of the examinees are placed on various positions 
of dignity and responsibility while others are rejected and 
condemned as failures. Subjection to a test, therefore, 
presupposes some indeterminate or imperfect condition of 
the candidates. Had humankind been created with perfection 
in the likeness of God, there was no need to test and try 
them. Lord's guidance to humankind and repeated warnings 
to refrain from prohibitions made by Him, therefore, alludes 
to the imperfection and fallibility of the human beings. 


Uniqueness of Man 


The human race was a unique creature of the Lord and the 
purpose of its creation was not confined to worshiping the 
Almighty on the pattern of the heavenly bodies, the earth, 
the angels and other creatures in the universe. All other 
creatures except the Jinn were under compulsion to glorify, 
obey, and worship the Lord without any option to deviate 





389 ‘Propensity’ means: ‘inclination, tendency’. 
39? Al-Qur'an (al-Balad) 90:4. 
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from the will of God. Their worship was, therefore, 
involuntary and forced one. Human creation was unique in 
the sense that the Almighty had granted them conscience 
and intellect with free will to differentiate between the good 
and evil and to act independently in accordance with their 
own choice. As such, instead of worshiping the Lord under 
compulsion or in a mechanical manner, humankind had 
been granted liberty of action keeping in view the guidance 
from the Lord. After their death and resurrection, they will 
be presented with the perfect record of their performance 
to set apart the evil doers from the righteous ones. Each 
individual will, therefore, receive the meed (i.e. reward) of 
his own deeds. 


To help humankind in the trial, the Lord had granted them 
the intellect, conscience, reasoning, the gift of speech, 
writing with the pen, and the potential to acquire more and 
more knowledge and experience to evolve themselves into 
higher modes of life. Humankind was the only species 
in the animal world who could speak or who could 
convey their purpose through writing. They were given 
the capabilities to store the knowledge and experience, 
besides transmitting it to their contemporaries or 
successors through speech, writing or demonstration. 
Ambitious, enterprising and inquisitive nature was the 
additional blessing of the Lord on them. Human beings 
could also learn through trial and error for their 
improvement in future. Their faculties of mind, hands, 
speech or writing had no parallel in the universe. 
Humankind was created with such ideal proportions that by 
obedience to the commandments of the Lord, they could 
evolve themselves from the lowest to the highest levels of 
their physical as well as spiritual lives. God’s constant care 
and breathing His spirit in humankind was the unique 
bestowal to evolve them from stage to stage provided they 
utilized their endowments as per guidance from the Lord. God 
says: 
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Ye shall surely travel from stage to stage. What then is the 
matter with them, that they believe not???! 


The said elevation was possible only through the worship of 
God with firm faith in His unity, belief in the prophets and 
complete submission to the will of God. Alternatively, the 
disregard of guidance such as worshiping the false gods 
forgetting the dignity and status as vicegerent of the Lord 
was likely to make human beings lowest among the low.??? 


Man was the only creature in the universe who had 
volunteered to discharge the liabilities of ‘the Amanahh’ i.e. 
the trust of the Lord independently and without compulsion 
or programming from the Lord. With the acceptance of the 
Amanahh, the Almighty had granted humankind exemption 
from the compulsion. It implies self-rule rather than 
enforcement from outside. It also entails sense of 
responsibility and self-discipline rather than chaos or 
lawlessness. The Lord had, therefore, granted conscience, 
guidance and power to His representatives on earth so that 
they may obey all His commandments and implement them 
on everything around them as well. 


God had perfect foreknowledge of the shortcomings and 
imperfections of man. He, therefore, did not condemn, 
discourage or desert the volunteers for Amanahh in 
spite of numerous lapses or violations on their part. 
God rather assured them of His blessings and help for their 
success. Hence inconstancy, foolishness or failure of 
humankind to abide by their undertaking before the Lord 
did not create any permanent estrangement from Him??? who 
was Oft-Forgiving and Merciful. Instead of estrangement 
from the sinners, the Almighty was always pleased with 
those who turned to Him again and again repentantly to 
beseech mercy, benevolence and forgiveness from Him. 





391 The Holy Qur'an 84:19-20, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
32 Al-Qur'an (al-Tin) 95:4-5. 
393 Al-Qur'an (Ibarhim) 14:34. 
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Paradise will be brought near to those who repent sincerely 
and strive to improve their conduct under the fear of the 
Lord. 


GE bets IF BY adé U Áa eal HE cust Hd) aT 
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And the Garden will be brought nigh to the Righteous, no more a 

thing distant. (A voice will say:) "This is what was promised for 

you, for every one who turned (to Allah) in sincere repentance, 

who kept (His Law), "Who feared (Allah) Most Gracious Unseen, 

and brought a heart [Qa/b??^] turned in devotion (to Him):°%° 
Humankind must, however, remain conscious of the 
severity of their responsibility under the trust. In case they 
take it lightly, they are sure to be lost forever. 


It was a special favor of the Almighty that He created 
humankind with His own hands??? and after evolving 
them through different stages, He perfected them into the 
best of the proportions.?? Humankind was given 43 i.e. 
Nafs (the soul or personality of man) and bestowed with -J 
i.e. Qalb (heart). To crown all His blessings, the Almighty 
also infused something of His spirit in humankind. We 
shall, therefore, be attempting to discuss Qur'anic concept 
of (45 , ë and cs» in the following: 


Nafs (o) or Self 


Nafs usually denotes soul, the individual, the independent 
personality, the inner self, the mind, the heart, the 
conscience and the domain of introspection etc.??? It is also 





394 Further elaboration of the term «8 is found under the topic titled as 
— (Heart) at the end of this chapter. 

395 The Holy Qur'an 50:31-33, tr. Yusuf Ali. 

399 Al-Qur'an (Sad) 38:75. 

397 Al-Qur'an (al-Hijr) 15:29; (al-Tin) 95:4; (al-Sajdah) 32:7-9. 

38 See Arabic-Eng. Dic. of Qur'anic Usage, Elsaid M. Badawi, M. 
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applied to self of humankind and to certain instincts 
pertaining to their persons. 


Scholars like Ghazālī interpret the term œ+ for the flesh or 
lower nature which must be disciplined in the interest of 
ethics.?? Imam Ghazali and others might have derived the 
said sense of the term from the Qur'an which says: 
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It was We Who created man, and We know what dark 
suggestions his soul makes to him: for We are nearer to him 
than (his) jugular vein.^9? 


The term œ+ with its plurals ,&«5! and wg is generally 
applied to persons and personalities." Besides human 
beings, certain verses of the Qur'an on |» refer also to the 
Almighty. 


The terms Rūh and Nafs are sometimes used to convey 
similar meanings yet Nafs very often covers a wider range 
beyond the sense conveyed by Rüh. Nafs and its different 
forms and phrases have, therefore, been used more 
extensively in the Qur'an i.e. about 298 times as compared 
to Qalb 132 times and Rüh about 21 times. When used in 
feminine sense, Nafs usually denotes Rüh while for 
conveying other meanings it is used with the masculine 
gender. Nafs covers even psyche, the lusts, greed and 
lower inclinations of a person. Since the two concepts are 
closely connected, therefore, it is difficult to draw a sharp 
distinctive line between the Rüh and the Nafs. The 
encyclopedia of Islam defines Nafs as under: 


Nafs (A.) soul, Nafs, in early Arabic poetry meant the self or 
person, while rüh meant breath and wind. Beginning with the 





Abdel Haleem (Leiden: Koninklijke Brill NV, 2008), s.v. '« 3 o. 

39 Dr. Majid Ali Khan, Islam on Origin and Evolution of Life (Lahore: 
Sh. Muhammad Ashraf, Kashmiri Bazar, 1978), 96. 

^9 The Holy Qur'an 50:16, tr. Yusuf Ali. See also 59:9, 64:16 and 
79:40. 
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Kur'an, nafs also means soul, and ruh means a special angel 
messenger and a special divine quality. Only in post-Kur'anic 
literature are nafs and ruh equated and both applied to the 
human spirit, angels and djinn. (,,.). the Kor'anic uses. A. 
Nafs and its plurals anfus and nufüs have five uses: 1 (...). 5. 
it means the human soul, (..). This soul has three 
characteristics: a. It is ammara bi 'I su* (ammara bi'l-sü?), 
commanding to evil (XII, 53). Like the Hebrew nefesh, the 
basic idea is "the physical appetite", in Pauline usage (...) and 
in the English New Testament "flesh". It whispers (L, 15), and 
is associated with al-hawa, which, in the sense of "desire", is 
always evil. It must be restrained (LIXXIX, 40) and made 
patient (XVIII, 27) and its greed must be feared (LIX, 9b). b. 
The nafs is lawwama, i.e. it upbraids (LXXV, 2); the souls 
(anfus) of deserters are straitened (IX, 119). c. The soul is 
addressed as mutma' inna, tranquil (LXXXIX, 27). These three 
terms form the basis of much of the later Muslim ethics and 
psychology. It is noteworthy that nafs is not used in 
connection with the angels. ^?? 


The Qur'an refers to three types of Nafs as detailed below: 


1. udo i.e. commanding to evil. In this respect the Qur'an 
has quoted prophet Joseph confessing that: 


7 w [^ » $ ut 27 P 
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"Nor do I absolve my own self (of blame): the (human) soul 


is certainly prone to evil, unless my Lord do bestow His 
Mercy: but surely my Lord is Oft-forgiving, Most Merciful. "494 


This shows that even the most exalted prophets like Joseph 
did not claim holiness or inviolability for themselves. They 
pretended no purity or sanctity before the Lord. Prophets 
and Saints of the Lord always humbled themselves before 
Him and continued to seek His forgiveness even for the 
minutest of the involuntary lapses on their part. The Lord 
Says: 





403 The Enc. of Islam, (Leiden:: E. J. Brill, Netherlands, 1993), sv 'NAFS', 
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On those who avoid grave sins and shameful deeds, even if 
they sometimes stumble into lesser offences. Surely your Lord 
is abounding in His Forgiveness. Very well is He aware of you 
since He produced you from the earth, and while you were still 
in your mothers’ wombs and not yet born. So do not 
boastfully claim yourselves to be purified. He fully knows 
those that are truly God-fearing.^?^ 


M. Marmaduke Pickthall translated it in these words: 


Those who avoid enormities of sin and abominations, save the 
unwilled offences - (for them) lo! thy Lord is of vast mercy. He 
is Best Aware of you (from the time) when He created you 
from the earth, and when ye were hidden in the bellies of your 
mothers. Therefore ascribe not purity unto yourselves. He is 
Best Aware of him who wardeth off (evil). 496 


2. The second type of ‘Nafs’ (x) is referred as al-Nafs al- 


Lawwamah (åU (ual). It upbraids the self. The self- 
rapprochement of soul, therefore, does not set it free to 
gratify its vain desires. 
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And I do call to witness the self-reproaching spirit: (Eschew Evil). 
Does man think that We cannot assemble his bones? Nay, We are 
able to put together in perfect order the very tips of his fingers. 
But man wishes to do wrong (even) in the time in front of him.^?7 


3. The third type of nafs (s) is al-Nafs al-Mutma ' inna 
(Šahi ual). It has tranquility in it. The soul is under 
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complete control of the individual and ceases to over power 
him to fulfill his desires and appetites against the 
injunctions of the Lord. In this case, human passions and 
lusts are made subservient to the commandments of the 
Lord. The Lord says: 
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(To the righteous soul will be said:) "O (thou) soul, in (complete) 
rest and satisfaction! Come back thou to thy Lord, well pleased 
(thyself), and well-pleasing unto Him! Enter thou, then, among 
My devotees! Yea, enter thou My Heaven!"*9? 


Nafs (u^ is also mentioned in the Qur'an as below: 
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By the Soul, and the proportion and order given to it; And its 
enlightenment as to its wrong and its right; Truly he succeeds 
that purifies it, And he fails that corrupts it!^9? 


J. M. Rodwell translated it as follows: 


By a Soul and Him who balanced it, 
And breathed into it its wickedness and its piety, 
Blessed now is he who hath kept it pure, 
And undone is he who hath corrupted it!^!? 
A. J. Arberry interprets this verse in the following terms: 


By the soul, and That which shaped it 
And inspired it to lewdness and god-fearing! 
Prosperous is he who purifies it, 


and failed has he who seduces it.^!! 





408 The Holy Qur’an 89:27-30, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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Maulana Mawdudi translated it in the following manner: 


And by the soul and by Him Who perfectly proportioned it, and 
imbued it with (the consciousness of) its evil and its piety: He 
who purifies it will prosper, and he who suppresses it will be 


ruined.^?? 


The main evolution of self is realization of individual human 
personalities and man's obligations to the omnipotent 
creator, the sustainer and fosterer as well as evolver of the 
universe. The self or independent personality does not 
mean an unruly person but a consciously self-ruled and 
responsible representative of the Lord with higher social 
and moral qualities in him. Awareness about their dignified 
position must, therefore, restrain humankind from 
degrading themselves by bowing before anyone except the 
Almighty. Humankind must fear the Lord about their 
accountability before Him. All worship and services must be 
rendered to the Lord. Similarly, the mercy and benevolence 
of the Lord should be the only hope of humankind. It is 
infidelity on the part of humankind to look for help and 
protection towards anyone other than the Lord.^? 


In their capacity as Vicegerents of the Lord, human beings 
are obliged to obey and worship the Lord without 
associating any partners with Him. They are duty bound to 
subdue everything on earth and in its surroundings, to 
implement the Law of the Lord within the domain allotted 
to them. Firm faith in the Lord and obedience to all His 
commandments is the only way to salvation. They must, 
therefore, live under constant cautiousness towards their 
accountability before the Almighty. All hopes must be 
pinned in the Lord and all prayers must be addressed to 
Him because He alone is the best of the hearers of the 


prayers.*"* 





411 A. J. Arberry, The Koran Interpreted, Oxf University Press, 646. 
412 Mawdüdi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, 1290. 

413 Al-Qur'an (al-Ma'idah) 5:17. 

414 Al-Qur'an (al-Saffat) 37:75. 
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qi (Heart) 

Js is another term expressing special favors of the 
Almighty on humankind. Literal meanings of —8 are topsy- 
turvification^?, changing upside down or on sides. Since, 
human heart continues to change from one state to 
another, therefore, the term usually applies to the human 
heart. The Qur'an uses it in a much wider sense signifying 
the mind, the intellect, feelings, patience, human faculties 
to think, and to understand the things to perceive realities 
in them. —J8 in this sense is the faculty to see through the 
things and to comprehend their reality and nature with 
intuitive blessings of the Lord.^! —8 is also used to signify 
the inner-core of humankind or the matter denoting their 
essence or purity. At times the term —J8 (heart) is used to 
show it as the repository of firm faith in Allah. Alternatively, 
it may also imply a seat of doubt and disbelief. The Qur'an 
has recorded preachings and prayer of Abraham (pbAh) in 
26:67-97 which include the following: 


Te a z ^ 4 on Pere, see fe "734 Ze 
adc liit ors Ju Rig T 1x6 8d ad s 


"And let me not be in disgrace on the Day when (men) will be 
raised up; "The Day whereon neither wealth nor sons will 
avail, "But only he (will prosper) that brings to Allah a 
sound^" heart;*!? 





415 ‘Topsy turvy’ means: ‘in a state of disordered confusion; upside 
down’. 

416 Al-Qur'an (al-Hajj) 22:46; (al-Kahf) 18:57. 

417 Some other translations of the word 'sa/Im': 

(1) Amin Ahsan Islahi: ‘healthy, pure’, p. 588; (2) A. A. 
Mawduüdi : ‘sound’, p. 771; (3) Salah al-Din Yusuf: ‘flawless’, p. 
1025; (4) Hussein M. Makhlüf: ‘free from the disease of hypocrisy 
[nifaq] and infidelity [kufr]', p. 371; (5) Ashraf. A. Thanv': ‘pure’; 
(6) N. J. Dawood: ‘pure’, p.370; (7) Taqi al-Din Hilali: ‘clean’, p. 
494; (8) H. Ghulam Sarwar: ‘whole’, p. 212; (9) A. Majid 
Daryabad': ‘a whole’, p. 360; (10) ‘Allamah Asad: ‘heart free of 
evil’, p.566; (11) Muhammad Alt: ‘sound’, p. 716; (12) Dar al- 
Choura, Beirut: 'pure', p.270; (13) Arberry: 'pure', p. 374; (14) 
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Abraham (pbAh), therefore, asserts that only those will 
prosper before the Lord who appear before Him with a 
sound heart i.e. whole-heart or the heart free from evil. As 
for Abraham (pbAh), the Almighty had admired him in the 
following words: 
9 i 546^ id 2 

adl tel 

Behold! he approached his Lord with a sound heart.^!? 


‘Allama ‘Abdullah Yusuf Ali has inserted a footnote here to 
explain ‘a sound heart’: 


"a sound heart"; galb salim: a heart that is pure, and 
unaffected by the diseases that afflict others. As the heart in 
Arabic is taken to be not only the seat of feelings and 
affections, but also of intelligence and resulting action, it 
implies the whole character. Cf. Abraham’s title of Hanif (the 
True): 2:135 and n. 134. Cf. also 26:89; "only he will prosper 
who brings to Allah a sound heart." ^?? 


Maulana Mawdüdi has inserted the following footnote to this 
verse: 


"approached his Lord": turned to his Lord sincerely and 
exclusively: "with a sound heart": with a heart that was free 
from all kinds of moral evils and weaknesses of faith, free 
from every trace of unbelief and shirk, doubt and suspicion, 
from every feeling of disobedience and rebellion, from every 
crookedness, confusion and complexity, and free from every 
evil inclination and desire, and a heart that neither cherished 
any malice and jealousy and ill-will against anyone, nor had 
any evil intention.^?! 


At many times, «Æ (heart) refers to wisdom, feelings or 
passions of humankind. The Qur'an has also used I3» as 
alternative of 8. E.g. 





Pickthall: 'a whole', p. 237; (15) Zafrullah Khan: 'submissive', 
p.360; (16) Ahmad AIT: ‘tranquil’, p. 315; (17) Brill: ‘pure’, p. 452. 


^18 The Holy Qur'an 26:87-89, tr. Yusuf Ali. 

^1? The Holy Qur'an 37:84, tr. Yusuf Ali. 

420 ‘abdullah Yusuf Ali, The Holy Qur'an 37:84, footnote 4086. 

^1 Abu'lA'la Mawdüdi, The Meaning of the Qur'an (Lahore: Isl. Publ. 
(Pvt) Ltd., 3-E, Shahalam Market, 2000), p. 314. 
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The (Prophet's) (mind and) heart in no way falsified that 
which he saw.*22 





The Lord, therefore, reminded humankind many a time in 
the Qur'an about the gifts of hearing, seeing and perceiving 
i.e. 2199 or its plural 3481 but they did not take heed of it nor 
they were grateful to the Almighty: 


Go SU Ls teases SILL ats 


It is He Who has created for you (the faculties of) hearing, sight, 
feeling and understanding: little thanks it is ye give!^? 
The phrase c «43 (Al-Qur'an 50:33) has already been 
referred to which means "the heart turned in 
repentance’. Another function of heart is given below: 


9 r p oh Proksa 2 Fa as 
AE EAEE TET Weeds 
Verily in this is a Message for any that has a heart and 


understanding or who gives ear and earnestly witnesses (the 
truth). ^^^ 


The term > has been used in the Qur'an to convey many 
other meanings as in 2:10, 2:204, 2:260, 7:179, 16:22, 
18:28, 22:46, 37:75 etc. We are avoiding the detailed study 
of these verses because of the irrelevance to the subject 
under discussion here. 





422 The Holy Qur'an 53:11, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
423 The Holy Qur'an 23:78tr. Yusuf Ali. See also 16:78, 32:9, 67:23. 
424 The Holy Qur'an 50:37, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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C25 (Spirit or Divine Power) 


Ruh is the dominant and driving force of God infused in 
human beings that must manifest itself in utilization of all 
their creative potentials and energies to attain higher and 
higher realms towards the Lord. Lethargy, negligence and 
fear must not obstruct their way. 


Almighty Allah has used the term Rüh (zy) (spirit) in vast 
variety of meanings some of which are mentioned here: 


Rüh (zs) is normally interpreted as ‘soul’, ‘spirit’, ‘breath’*?° 
or ‘life giving breath'?5, It is also interpreted as 
'guidance',^?" ‘blessings’, ‘revelation’, ‘domain of the Lord’, 
and ‘knowledge or command of Allah'.'?? At times Rüh (z9) 
also refers to the Qur'an itself and to the Archangel 
Gabriel"? who is also referred to as Rüh-ul-Amin ( c» 
o1)? and Rüh-ul-Qudus («33 e3)). 7?! 


Usually Ruh (ca) implies ‘human soul or spirit? but it has 
also been used for conception of Miriam.^? At other places 
it refers to human self or person.^^ The implication of Ruh 
(cs) as human soul, self or spirit seems to be extremely 
important simply because the Almighty distinguished 
humankind from all His creatures by mentioning that He 
breathed something of His spirit in them. The Lord, 
therefore, commanded the angels to bow before man in 
veneration to the favor of the Lord on him. 





425 See Arabic-Eng. Dictionary of Qur’anic Usage, Elsaid M. Badawi, 


Muhammad Abdul Haleem, (Leiden: Koninklijke Brill NV, 2008), ‘(3 


(Ruh)'. 
426 Al-Qur'an (al-Hijr) 15:29; (al-Sajdah); 32:8; (Sad) 38:72. 
427 Al-Qur'an (al-Ahqgaf) 46:15. 
428 A|-Qur'an (al-Isra) 17:85. 
^? Al-Qur'an (al-M'arij) 70:4; (al-Naba) 78:38; (al-Qadr) 97:4. 
430 Al-Qur'an (al-Shu'ra) 26:193. 
431 Al-Qur'an (al-Nahl) 16:102, 2:87, 2:253, 5:119. 
432 A|-Qur'an (al-Hijr) 15:29, 17:85, 21:91, 32:8 and 66:12. 
433 Al-Qur'an (al-Anbiya) 21:91, (al-Tahrim) 66:12. 
434 Al-Qur'an (al-Tawbah) 9:171. 
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Behold, thy Lord said to the angels: "I am about to create 
man from clay: "When I have fashioned him (in due 
proportion) and breathed into him of My spirit, fall ye down in 
obeisance unto him."43° 


Infusion of God’s spirit was His special favor to 
humankind in addition to creating them with His own 
hands.^* Although there is no definite interpretation to the 
'own hands of God' yet from another reference about the 
hands of God in the Qur'an?" it can be understood as 
something created and evolved under constant loving care 
and power of the Lord. While the angels and many other 
forces of nature seem to have been created just with the 
simple commandment ‘35’ (be), the creation of humankind 
and heavenly bodies involved further directions and 
supervision to evolve them gradually over certain periods of 
time till they attained the forms predetermined for them. 
Instead of describing the entire process and the time frame 
of different stages of man’s evolution, ?? the Qur'an makes 
concise references only to important stages through which 
the Lord evolved humankind to the best of the proportions 
(m53 oua). It was at this stage that the Almighty 
breathed out of His Spirit (ct) in man as stated below: 


AT 31 A PP 1 - PE 400 3381S £52 PR f 
Be Ald Jig CMNT TUE OCEAN CTETUR 
RSs sais A Sasso osassa. ugh d 

SUIS 





435 The Holy Qur’an 38:71-72, tr. Yusuf Ali. The verse 71 has also been 
repeated in 15:29. 

436 Al-Qur'an (Sad) 38:75. 

437 Al-Qur'an (al-Dhariyat) 51:47. 

438 Al-Qur'an (al-Ma‘idah) 5:22; (al-Mu'minün) 23:14; 40:67 etc. 

^? Al-Qur'an (al-Tin) 95:4. 
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He Who has made everything which He has created most 
good: He began the creation of man with (nothing more than) 
clay, And made his progeny from a quintessence of the nature 
of a fluid despised: But He fashioned him in due proportion, 
and breathed into him something of His spirit. And He gave 
you (the faculties of) hearing and sight and feeling (and 
understanding): little thanks do ye give!**° 
This shows that after the creation of humankind through 
the evolutionary process as detailed above, the Almighty 
breathed something of His spirit in them which 
distinguished them from all other creatures of the Lord. The 
Lord gave humankind the faculties of hearing, sight, feelings 
and understanding etc. This means that God's Rüh (cs) was 
the Divine Power bestowing on man numerous blessings 
including the intellect, the knowledge, consciousness and 
understanding to develop the self or personality in him. Man's 
free will to choose between various options and to act in 
accordance with his own decision (oU! » obl), however, 
emanate from his acceptance of Amanahh. 


The Spirit or Ruh (cs)) is such a speciality that except from 
man (including Jesus Christ)*** it is used only with 
reference to the Almighty himself, His revelations or the 
Archangel Gabriel who has specially been distinguished 
from áSssJi (Angels) as ‘zs!’ in Al-Qur'an e.g. 26:193, 2:87 
and 97:4. In a wider sense, therefore, the term 'Mala'ikah' 
is used extensively to cover Jibrael Amin, the Angels, the 
Jinn and other natural forces that cannot be perceived with 
ordinary senses of man. Yet being subservient to the 
commandment of the Lord they continue to implement the 
will of God throughout the Universe. In spite of all this, 
human beings have a limited knowledge to understand the 
exact nature of Ruh (gw) or spirit. Humankind in fact has 
not been granted the knowledge to understand each and 
everything in the universe. It is also evident from the 
following: 





440 The Holy Qur'an 32:7-9, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
441 Al-Qur'an 4:171. 
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They ask thee concerning the Spirit (of inspiration). Say: "The 


Spirit (cometh) by command of my Lord: of knowledge it is 
only a little that is communicated to you, (O men!)"^*? 





Maulana Mawdudi has translated the verse as below: 


They ask you about 'the spirit'. Say: 'The spirit descends by 
the command of my Lord, but you have been given only a 
little knowledge. “® 


He has inserted a footnote to the verse as follows: 


It is generally assumed that the word ruh here signifies ‘life’. 
Some people had asked the Prophet (peace be on him) about 
the essence of life. In response, they are told that it comes by 
the command of God. The context of the verse makes it quite 
clear that the word Ruh here signifies either revelation or the 
spirit of prophethood. At different points in the Qur'an when 
such a statement is made, recourse is had to more or less the 
same words. See for example, al-Nahl (16:2), al-Mu’min 
(40:15) and al-Shüra (42:52). Among the early scholars, Ibn 
"Abbas, Qatadah and Hasan al-Basri interpret the verse along 
similar lines. In ruh al Ma'ani the opinion of Hasan al-Basri and 
Qatadah has been quoted in the following words: ‘The rüh 
(here) stands for Gabriel, and the question (in the context of 
which it arose was) in fact how he (i.e. Gabriel) came down 
and how he conveyed revelation to the heart of the Prophet 
(peace be on him). ^^* 


May be cs means an inspiration of the self-consciousness 
or Divine Guidance to develop self or s+ (usually taken as 
spirit or selfhood) of man. It may also include special 
insight and intuition for man. Mr. G. A. Pervez^? interprets 
co as something distinct from spirit, soul or intellect etc. 
According to him, cs» is neither intellect nor psyche, nor 





^? The Holy Qur'an 17:85,tr. Yusuf Ali. 

443 Mawdüdi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, p. 600. 

444 Mawdüdi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, p. 600. 

445 Ghulam Ahmad Pervez (1903 - 1985), Islam, A Challenge to 


Religion (Lahore: Tolu-e-Islam Trust, 1989), see p. 94-98. 
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spirit, nor soul, nor mind. It may perhaps connote a proof, 
inspiration, light or true guidance. 


As regards the believers, the Lord said: 
€ i 4 T 33225 
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(...) and strengthened them with a spirit from Himself. And He will 
admit them to Gardens beneath which Rivers flow, to dwell 
therein (for ever). Allah will be well pleased with them, and they 
with Him. They are the Party of Allah. Truly it is the Party of Allah 
that will achieve Felicity.^^9 


Here the c» or spirit has been used in the sense of special 
inspiration, encouragement and strengthening of the 
believers in the sense we find also recorded in the OT.^^ 
Besides this, the term cs also conveys the essence that 
develops human self or personality to evolve him 
from animality to humanity. It is the self or the self 
conscious awareness and enlightenment that makes man 
an independent and self motivated being. cs is the 
exclusive favor and distinction the Lord had bestowed on 
man. The usual rendering of cs as ‘spirit’ by the exegetes, 
therefore, does not cover all aspects and even precise 
sense of the term. 


One of the factors to develop the 'se/f (Rah) is selfless 
devotion to the Lord. This self-conscious service, 
perseverance and generosity of the attitude are opposed to 
the lower animal instincts, termed as selfishness and greed 
in humankind. In addition to many other obligations of 
worship, the Lord suggested magnanimity and generosity 
for purification and development of self in man as under: 


SHAE Gus 


- 





446 The Holy Qur'an 58:22, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
497 Exo 31:3, 35:31, 1Sa 11:6, 2Chr 15:1 etc. 
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Those who spend their wealth for increase in self-purification, ^^? 


The revelation quoted above helps humankind attaining 
high destiny to be included in His cw) (the nearest one to 
God).**° 


The development of Ruh and Nafs necessitate active and 
creative role of humankind in the society. Humans can 
neither discharge their duties through resorting to seclusion 
nor through killing their body and their natural instincts. No 
righteousness can be claimed by avoiding marriage 
enjoined by the Lord. No piety can be attained by avoiding 
sex, food, water or other necessities of life through lawful 
means. According to Islamic traditions the fulfillment of 
man’s natural requirements through fair means is part of 
the worship of the Lord. 


The infusion of divine spirit in each and every member of 
humankind also suggests universal brotherhood of 
humankind and equality of rights among them. No 
differentiation can be made among humankind on the basis 
of their descent from any of the great prophets or saints. 
As such there is no justification for Israelite’s claim of 
superiority on the basis of Abraham (pbAh) as their 
primogenitor. Similarly, no sanctity can be accorded to the 
Brahmans in India due to their pretension that they are the 
descendants of Brahma the God. The verdict of Lord is 
quite clear on the subject: 


s US 2 ages 245 I u p PEP i 
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O mankind! We created you from a single (pair) of a male and a 
female, and made you into nations and tribes, that ye may know 


each other (not that ye may despise (each other). Verily the most 
honoured of you in the sight of Allah is (he who is) the most 


448 The Holy Qur'an 92:18, tr. Yusuf Ali. 


449 Al-Qur'an (al-Waqi'ah) 56:11, 88. 
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righteous of you. And Allah has full knowledge and is well 

acquainted (with all things).*°° 
All human beings descend from Adam and no one can claim 
any racial superiority over others. Human beings enjoy 
equality of rights before the Lord. The word of God, 
therefore, denies any blood relation of human beings with 
the Almighty. He emphatically repudiates any partners with 
Him or the existence of any other God besides Him. God 
has no father, no mother, no family or a son.^! 
Almighty Allah is the only king in the universe. He never 
relinquished His prerogatives of pardon or punishment to 
any king, pope or a priest in the world. The Lord will be the 
only judge and the master of the Day of Judgment. None 
will be able to intercede for anyone without specific prior 
permission from the Lord. He declares that: 


Chl AK Ae Mes ee SEY E OTE Sets s 
í Soo 2 Whe 5-2 Wales z ^ Mz £ a¢ “we 
o asd ate Its ge Jol oso des oo ts 
Kaas Si 


(From) the Lord of the heavens and the earth, and all between, 
(Allah) Most Gracious: none shall have power to argue with Him. 
The Day that the Spirit and the angels will stand forth in ranks, 
none shall speak except any who is permitted by (Allah) Most 
Gracious, and He will say what is right. That Day will be the sure 
Reality: Therefore, whoso will, let him take a (straight) return to 
his Lord!^?? 
All creatures including the most exalted prophets like Noah, 
Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Muhammad (Peace and 
Blessings of Allah be upon all of them) will stand as slaves 
before the Lord to be judged by Him. Each prophet will 
stand as witness against his people to prove that the 
message of the Lord had been conveyed to them 





450 The Holy Qur'an 49:13, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
451 Al-Qur'an Sura 112. 
452 The Holy Qur’an 78:37-39, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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adequately. Each individual will be provided with the record 
of his good or bad deeds to account for the same. No one 
will enjoy any exemption or privilege over others. Those 
who exploited others on the basis of divine prerogatives to 
forgive the sins will themselves be standing before the Lord 
to account for their misdeeds. The Holy Prophet (pbAh) and 
his rightly guided successors i.e. Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman 
and Ali did not claim any exemption from the Law of the 
Lord. They rather observed the law with more care than 
others. No privileges of the kings or the masters were ever 
claimed by them. Even the Holy Prophet (pbAh) did not 
claim any powers to remit sins unless a specific revelation 
was received in favor of certain devotees from the 
Almighty. 





Each individual is directly responsible to the Almighty. He 
has to live a God-conscious life and feel His imminence at 
all places and at all times during day or night. Nothing can 
remain hidden from the Lord nor can a moment of one's life 
escape His notice. He even knows the hidden thoughts of 
man: 


wideo tease rads slizolayh tls iis 
It was We Who created man, and We know what dark 
suggestions his soul makes to him: for We are nearer to him than 
(his) jugular vein.^*? 

Man, therefore, has to live a cautious life on earth and take 
utmost care to discharge his individual liabilities because 
even his ideas and intentions are known to the Lord. 


Jinn and Men Created to Manifest Mercy 
and Forgiveness 


It can also be observed that in spite of billions of years 
since the creation of the universe, one of the most 
important attributes of the Lord i.e. mercy and forgiveness 





43 The Holy Qur'an 50:16, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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had not yet been manifested in any practical shape in the 
universe. Evolutionary changes were taking place in the 
universe and the earth was white hot like the Sun. 
Everything was operating under the direct supervision of 
the Almighty and nothing could deviate from any 
commandment of the Lord. It was perhaps billions of years 
after the so-called Big Bang that the Almighty decided to 
affect a new world order on Earth. He, therefore, 
created the Jinn to occupy the earth and its atmosphere. 
The Jinn were the first creature of the Lord who had been 
granted exemption from the compulsion. They were 
granted free will and guidance to choose between the good 
and evil and to act independently. 


The Jinn might have occupied the earth and its atmosphere 
for a long time. Meanwhile evolutionary changes cooled 
down the earth and certain other planets in the universe.^?* 
With the provision of humidity and water, vegetation, 
animal life and procreation might have appeared when the 
almighty decided to create man with the predetermined 
purpose of making him His vicegerent on earth. 


Followers of the three extant revealed religions share the 
belief that the Almighty creates everything with such 
qualities that it may be able to fulfill the purpose of its 
creation perfectly. The All-knowing, All-wise sovereign Lord 
of the Universe, therefore, created man with such 
attributes that were necessary for performance of the role 
predetermined for him. Man was created with the most 
complex nature as compared to other creatures of the Lord. 
While on one hand the Lord pre-equipped him with superior 
faculties of knowledge, head and heart, on the other the 
Almighty put in him frailty, inconstancy, lusts, ambitions 
and needs pressing him for their gratification 
immediately. Besides numerous other limitations, man 
was created with hasty nature*°® preferring immediate and 





454 Al-Qur’an 65:12. 
455 Al-Qur’an (al-Anbiya) 21:37. 
456 Al-Qur'an (al-Isra)17:11; (al-Anbiya) 21:37. 
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temporal needs over the Long and everlasting benefits on 
earth or in the Hereafter. 





As vicegerents of the Lord, humankind had to lead a life of 
constant struggle to save themselves from evil and to strive 
hard to obey all the commandments of the Lord for their 
ultimate success. It was a position of nobility in the 
universe for which the Almighty pre-equipped humankind to 
cope with their assignments. They were, therefore, 
endowed with such unique faculties and knowledge that 
they excelled all other creatures in the Universe. The 
distinctive features of their creation and endowments can 
be summarized as follows: 

1. When the Almighty decides to create some thing, he 


simply commands it: "Be"; and ‘it is^”: 


Sof AIHA HAG, 


Verily, when He intends a thing, His Command is, "be", and it 
[g1458 


piyak Rie ts] er Gs sáu 550, 


Verily, all things have We created in proportion and measure. 
And Our Command is but a single (Act),- like the twinkling of an 
eye.^5? 

Although the initial creation of man and certain heavenly 
bodies might also have been effected through the same 
commandment 'be', yet they seem to be put under further 
evolutionary process under constant care of the Lord.^9? 
Similarly humankind were evolved through different stages 





457 Gen 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 14, 15, 20, 24, 26 etc. 

^58 The Holy Qur'an 36:82, tr. Yusuf Ali. See also 2:117, 16:40, 19:35, 
40:68. 

459 The Holy Qur'an 54:49-50, tr. Yusuf Ali. 


^9 Al-Qur'an (al-'Ankabüt) 29:19-20. 
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of creation*® till they attained the best order and 
proportion as revealed by his creator: 


We have indeed created man in the best of moulds, ** 


Humankind had, therefore, been endowed with the most 
beautiful features, stature and proportions in their creation. 


2. In His absolute wisdom and discretion God created 
Humankind from the essence of the Earth to make them 
compatible with the environment, atmosphere, vegetation, 
life and characteristics of things on earth. They could, 
therefore, exploit all the natural sources for their 
sustenance, comfort and protection. As compared to the 
Jinn and the Angels man was more harmonious to his 
surroundings. Being  endued with better qualities, 
capabilities and potentials than other creatures, man had 
good chances to attain higher modes of life physical as well 
as spiritual, provided he proceeded forward in accordance 
with the commandments of the Lord. God had assured him: 


s 


Ye shall surely travel from stage to stage.^9? 


Humankind excelled over both the angels and the Jinn in 
respect of complexities of nature. They had also been 
granted authority over everything in the skies and on earth. 


Go ASUSLUS tatis Sikes esng sails 


It is We Who have placed you with authority on earth, and 
provided you therein with means for the fulfillment of your 
life: small are the thanks that ye give! ^9 
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461 Al-Qur’an (al-Mu'minün) 23:12-14; 32:7-9; 23, 71:14. 
^92 The Holy Qur'an 95:4, tr. Yusuf Ali. 

463 The Holy Qur'an 84:19, tr. Yusuf Ali. 

464 The Holy Qur'an 7:10, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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Q5 
And He has subjected to you, as from Him, all that is in the 
heavens and on earth: Behold, in that are Signs indeed for 
those who reflect.^9^ 


3. Excellence in knowledge over other creatures was 
another special favor of the Lord on humankind. He inspired 
the names, the characteristics and properties of all the 
things to Adam.‘ These things perhaps pertained to 
matter, its properties, its uses and an understanding about 
forces of nature and everything else that could be 
ascertained or discovered through the ordinary senses of 
humankind. The incredible developments of science and 
research, therefore, pertain to the physical world and stem 
from proper and effective use of the faculties granted by 
the Lord. As regards the spiritual world, origin of life and 
soul, the Lord did not impart much knowledge to man due 
to which he cannot proceed any further than those revealed 
by Him. Even Einstein, the most prominent physicist of the 
Last century observed: 


On the other hand, representatives of science have often 
made an attempt to arrive at fundamental judgments with 
respect to values and ends on the basis of scientific method, 
and in this way have set themselves in opposition to religion. 
These conflicts have all sprung from fatal errors... Science 
cannot create ends and, even less, install them in human 
being; science can, at the most, supply the means by which to 
attain certain ends. But the ends themselves are conceived by 
personalities with lofty ethical ideals.^97 


Einstein expressed his views in an interview in the following 
words: 


Einstein replied [to Murphy]: 'Speaking of the spirit that 
informs modern scientific investigations, I am of the opinion 





^95 The Holy Qur'an 45:13, tr. Yusuf Ali. 

^96 Al-Qur'an 2:31. 

^9? Albert Einstein, Out of My Later Years (pp. 25, 124) Quoted from: 
Muhammad Munir, The Universe Beyond, (Islamabad: Pangraphics 


(Private) Ltd., 1994) p. 3. 
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that all the finer speculations in the realm of science spring 
from a deep religious feeling, and that without such feeling 
they would not be fruitful. I also believe that, this kind of 
religiousness, which makes itself felt today in scientific 
investigations, is the only creative religious activity of our 
time. "^98 


We can interpret Einstein's 'personalities with lofty ethical 
ideas' as the prophets of the Lord. Humankind, therefore, 
cannot enhance their knowledge about death, resurrection, 
the Day of Judgment and afterlife in the heavens, beyond 
the revelations already made by the Lord. In spiritual 
matters, therefore, humankind has to depend entirely on 
the revelations received through the prophets. 


Since earlier guidance could not be preserved accurately by 
humankind, the Almighty revived all the essential contents 
of His revelations with necessary additions to fulfill the 
needs of man till the doomsday. Thus the final and 
uncorrupted message of the Lord through Qur'an is the 
utmost favor of the Lord for humankind. 


225. PPE 8n» P. 
okak GU dé Gr ele ce 


(Allah) Most Gracious! It is He Who has taught the Qur'an. He 
has created man: He has taught him speech (and 
intelligence).^*? 


ROUES ADAC AGER 


He Who taught (the use of) the pen,- Taught man that which 
he knew not.^/? 


4. Another great favor of the Lord was to grant conscience 
and intellect to human beings so that they may understand 
and differentiate the good from the evil. Only the 
conscience, intellect and guidance from the Lord could save 





468 Max Jammer, Einstein and Religion (Princeton Univ. Press, 1999), 
68f. 

^9? The Holy Qur'an 55:1-4, tr. Yusuf Ali. 

470 The Holy Qur'an 96:4-5, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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humankind from groping in the dark and lead them to the 
straight path: 


BUSS pAb SIG AE 5. LTS Lass ah Leal ig es ds 


By the Soul, and the proportion and order given to it; And its 
enlightenment as to its wrong and its right; Truly he succeeds 
that purifies it, And he fails that corrupts it!*”* 


5 EEA I1 


And shown him the two highways?*”* 


Humankind, therefore, knew full well that obedience to all 
the commandments of the Lord was the only way towards 
their success while disregard of the same would lodge them 
into trouble or utter loss in the world and in the Hereafter. 


5. The Lord conferred another distinction on the human 
race through creating its progenitor with His own hands^^? 
which perhaps means that it was evolved under the power 
and the constant loving care of the Lord. 


6. Perhaps the greatest favor of the Lord for the human 
race was the infusion of something of His cs) (spirit)*”* in 
inits progenitor. Similarly, the Lord also revealed about the 
evolution of man's + (self). The nafs, therefore, denotes 
individuality, self government and wide varieties of 
peculiarities discriminating one person from the other. 


The infusion of God's (sy (Spirit) and evolution of his Nafs 


(selfhood or independent personality) provided humankind 
with | self-consciousness, knowledge, initiative and 
inspiration to grapple with any challenging circumstances 
during their career on earth. 





471 The Holy Qur'an 91:7-10, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
472 The Holy Qur'an 90:10, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
473 Al-Qur'an (Sad) 38:75 

474 A|-Qur'an (al-Sajdah) 32:9. 

475 Al-Qur'an (al-Shams) 91:7-8. 
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Humankind was, therefore, created to introduce a 
representative government of the Lord on earth 
through man. Lord created humankind with the 
predestination to install them as His vicegerents on earth. 
To test and try them, the Lord bestowed humankind with 
an extremely complex nature and granted them free will to 
choose between various options and to act in accordance 
with their own discretion. So far as we know, this change 
pertained only to the world of the Jinn and the human race 
on the earth and its surroundings. Rest of the universe still 
continues to operate under the strict command and control 
of the Lord having no possibility to deviate from the 
programming and guidance of the Lord. 


Ch. 11 - 


PROCLAMATION ABOUT KHALIFAH 


The Bible is silent about any higher purpose of the creation 
of humankind. The Qur’an, however, states that like all 
other creatures of the Lord, the primary purpose of the 
creation of the Jinn and humans was to serve and worship 
the Lord.” In addition to the above, many other special 
purposes were attached to the creation of man as discussed 
in the chapter on ‘The Purpose of Creation’. 


The creation of humankind was unique in many respects. 
The Almighty had created them with the predestination to 
place them as His vicegerents on the earth. Such nobility 
had never been conferred on any other species prior to 
humankind. Due to crucial importance of the event, the 
Lord was pleased to make an advance pronouncement 
about creation of Adam to be posted as representative of 
the Lord on earth. The episode has been referred at many 
places in the Qur’an. One out of the same has been 
reproduced here: 


debe 


2 25 ,2[Iz PE Z I ae e Aaa fran 
Gabino 3 SoM SEALE ede Hobe CST 
"gsi yl sl SG ABs RO EAR TAUNISEAT 


Behold, thy Lord said to the angels: "I will create a vicegerent 
on earth." They said: "Wilt Thou place therein one who will 
make mischief therein and shed blood? whilst we do celebrate 
Thy praises and glorify Thy holy (name)?" He said: "I know 
what ye know not."*78 


This testifies to the fact that from the very beginning the 
Lord had created man with the predestination to install him 
as His viceroy on earth. The word 44J+ (Khalifah) used 
above, means a successor, an inheritor, a lieutenant, a 
Deputy, a representative or viceroy (of the Sovereign 
Lord). The incumbent had to surrender his own will before 





476 Al-Qur'an (al-Dhariyat) 51:56. 
477 Al-Qur’an (al-Baqarah) 2:30. 
478 The Holy Qur'an, tr. A. Yusuf Ali, 2:30. 
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the will of the Lord and to obey all His commandments 
diligently. The Khalifah also had to implement the will (Law) 
of the sovereign Lord throughout the dominion assigned to 
him. 


Perplexity of the Angels 

Prior to the creation of the Jinn and human beings, angels 
had been enjoying superiority over all other creatures of 
the Lord. Due to compulsion in their nature, they did not 
enjoy liberty to violate any commandment of the Almighty. 
Their inability to do anything of their own absolved them 
from any test and trial. They, therefore, enjoyed freedom 
from any accountability for their conduct. 


The angels might have visualized man's sinfulness on the 
pattern of the Jinn. Both the Jinn and the human race had their 
own appetites, lusts and other inclinations towards sin. Though 
the Lord had bestowed upon man intellect and guidance yet 
due to his propensities to sin coupled with freedom of choice, 
man was likely to transgress the commandments. Peculiarities 
such as sex, hunger, greed, jealousy and other desires and 
lusts were common to both the Jinn and humans. Almighty 
Allah, therefore, demonstrated to them the capabilities of 
man to cope with his circumstances. On knowing the facts, 
the Angels took no time to acknowledge their ignorance 
about the divine judgment.*”? 


Angels knew well that the Lord had created everything only 
to worship and obey Him. The said purpose was being 
fulfilled perfectly by the Angels since billions of years. They 
might also have known about the shortcomings of the Jinn 
to perform their duties. In view of that, the angels failed to 
understand the sagacity of the Lord to ignore them and to 
create another species with numerous shortcomings 
including those of Jinn to serve as the vicegerent of the 
Lord on Earth. 





^? Al-Qur'an (al-Baqarah) 2:32. 
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Angels too Aspired for the Nobility 


Angels knew that each and everything in the universe had 
been created only to worship the Lord. In this respect the 
angels themselves excelled all other species due to their 
worship and flawless obedience to the commandments of 
the Lord for billions of years. Since they had been fulfilling 
the purpose of the creation perfectly, therefore, they might 
have developed a feeling of superiority over other species 
created after them. They also might have been aware of 
the conduct of Jinn violating the commandments of the 
Lord. The news about creation of man to serve as 
vicegerent of the Lord on Earth was, therefore, surprising 
for them especially when they had the knowledge that 
humankind had many attributes and shortcomings similar 
to that of Jinn. In view of this, they were suspicious about 
the conduct of human beings either to fulfill the purpose of 
their creation or to prove better than the angels as regards 
the worship of the Lord. It was also surprising for the 
angels that God had equipped the new species with some 
special attributes the necessity of which could not be 
ascertained by them. Due to apprehensions about the 
conduct of human beings created with complexities of 
nature, they failed to understand why the Lord had chosen 
the new species to serve as His vicegerents on earth. 


The freedom of choice and action due to which the new 
species enjoyed freedom to utilize their faculties towards 
good or evil on their own discretion was also surprising for 
them. They knew that the Jinn had misused their freedom 
of choice and action to spread wickedness and bloodshed 
on earth. From this, the angels could assume that 
humankind may also resort to corruption and crime. 
Perceiving the sinful inclinations of humankind on the 
pattern of the Jinn, the angels failed to understand the 
rationale in God's decision to install humankind as His 
Vicegerents on earth. The anxiety of the Angels was, 
therefore, evident from the revelation made by the Lord 
vide Al-Qur'an 2:30 as quoted earlier. 
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The main cause of the perplexity of angels was the hard 
task before humankind. They failed to assess humankind’s 
capabilities to adjust themselves to the circumstances and 
also the guidance, protection and compassion of the Lord. 
Angels could not foresee the spiritual evolution of man by 
following the commandments of the Lord. The multifarious 
purposes of the Lord and different types of tests and trials 
of the new species were also hidden from the angels. 
Although the angels did not dare to say anything explicitly 
but their argument implied that keeping in view the merit 
of their prolonged record of flawless worship of the Lord, 
they were better candidates for the distinction being 
conferred on humankind. 


What was hidden from the angels was the special purpose 
of the Lord to test and try humankind on earth. God had 
created humankind with such instincts, inclinations and 
capabilities that were necessary for their test and trial. To 
cope with the situation, the Almighty had also equipped 
mankind with such qualities that were compatible with the 
environments on Earth. The angels also miscalculated the 
impact of the specific guidance from the Lord and Divine 
endowments for gaining more and more knowledge through 
learning, experience, exploration and research. They also 
could not visualize that in spite of all shortcomings or 
violations of the commandments of the Lord the humankind 
enjoyed the privilege to turn to the lord repentantly for 
seeking mercy and forgiveness from Him. Due to lack of 
knowledge about humankind's capabilities to seek mercy 
and angels’ ignorance about the helpline available to 
humankind, they were prompted to ask about the rationale 
for placing on earth a species with inclinations both to the 
vice and virtue. They, therefore, abruptly uttered that "Will 
you place on it one who will spread mischief and shed 
blood while we celebrate your glory and extol Your 
holiness.” In response to the anxiety of the angels, the 
Lord told them "Surely I know what you do not know". 
The said verdict of the Lord, however, seemed to be an 





^9? Mawdudi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, p. 9. 
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admonition rather than disclosure of the reason or wisdom for 
preference of man over the Jinn and the Angels. To remove 
the confusion, therefore, the Lord demonstrated to them the 
suitability of man as against incompetence of the angels to 
fulfill the responsibility of test and trial on earth. 





Although the Angels were concealing their own desire to be 
appointed as vicegerents of the Lord yet the Almighty knew 
the hidden purpose of their query. He was, therefore, 
pleased to demonstrate to them the rationale of the 
decision and the suitability of man for the Job. On knowing 
the facts, the angels confessed their lack of knowledge and 
also their incompetence without any loss of time: 


op rie lel gst KS fo eias SUE tod a sles 
OE P Sey ae T 
BY SI Je agta tll wis agh 251 are Ss 

IREF ALANES ses esol Megs 


Then Allah taught Adam the names of all things and presented 
them to the angels and said: "If you are right (that the 
appointment of a vicegerent will cause mischief) then tell Me 
the names of these things." They said: "Glory to You! We have 
no knowledge except what You taught us. You, only You, are 
All-Knowing, All Wise." Then Allah said to Adam: "Tell them 
the names of these things." And when he had told them the 
names of all things, Allah said: "Did I not say to you that I 
know everything about the heavens and the earth which are 
beyond your range of knowledge and I know all that you 


disclose and also all that you hide?"^9? 


These verses contain an apparent impression of God's 
partiality towards man and a showdown of angels. The 
conception is erroneous because the Lord had created 
angels with an edge over man in many aspects. The angels, 


481 Al-Qur'an (al-Baqarah) 2:31-33. 
^? Mawdudi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, p. 9f. 
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however, had no proprietary rights on their attributes nor 
had they earned the same through their own efforts. Entire 
credit for creation of angels with a sublime nature goes to 
the Creator. Angels, therefore, had no vested rights to 
present the blessings of the Lord as their own merit to 
compete with other species created by Him. They had no 
justification to aspire for the distinction, the Lord had 
preordained for man. 





There might have been another aspect of the 
demonstration to the angels. The words uS sul esl acs 
(2:31)5? can also be interpreted in such a manner that 
besides revealing the names and properties of all things on 
earth, the Lord also might have shown to Adam (pbAh) the 
prominent figures from his progeny such as Seth (pbAh), 
Enoch (pbAh), Noah (pbAh), Hüd (pbAh), Salih (pbAh), 
Abraham (pbAh), Lut (pbAh), Ishmael (pbAh), Isaac (pbAh), 
Jacob (pbAh), Shu'ayb (pbAh), Moses (pbAh), Elijah (pbAh), 
David (pbAh), Isaiah (pbAh), Ezra (pbAh), John the Baptist 
(pbAh), Jesus Christ (pbah) and Muhammad (pbAh) etc. The 
introduction of such paragons of virtue as progeny of 
Adam (pbAh) was an adequate answer to the 
apprehensions of the angels who had envisioned only 
the sinful and corrupt conduct of man on Earth. By 
learning about the knowledge of Adam (pbAh) about all the 
things on earth and his acquaintance with the paragons of 
piety and holiness in his progeny, it would have transpired 
on Adam and also on the angels that the elects of God and 
their followers were sure to succeed in the trial to please 
the Lord. By serving as role models of virtue, they had 
attained a spiritual status higher than that of the angels. 
The Lord had in fact drawn from the loins of Adam all his 
descendants to confess the Almighty as their God (Al- 
Qur'an 7:172). 


It was to facilitate humankind to fulfill their assignments 
that the Almighty removed all possible resistance and 





483 For example see Mawlana Amin Ahsan Islahi, Tadabbur-e-Qur'an' 
(Lahore: 1973) 1:112-122. 
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obstacles from their way. All the heavenly bodies were 
made subservient to the cause of man. Even the angels and 
the jinn were commanded to prostrate in obeisance to him. 
In addition to the above adequate guidance had always 
been provided to humankind through the prophets. 





Iblees was the First One to Commit a Sin 


As against humankind, Angels had been created from light. By 
the nature of their creation, they enjoyed no liberty to disobey 
the Lord. As such, when the Almighty commanded them to 
prostrate in veneration of Adam, the angels took no time to 
surrender before the will of God. Iblis being a Jinni was the 
only exception who refused to obey the commandment. Since 
God had granted free will to the jinn, therefore, Iblis 
happened to be the first creature of the Lord to use his 
freedom to disobey the Almighty. 


Refusal of Iblis (Satan) has been discussed in the Qur’an at 
several places out of which a few verses are being 
reproduced hereunder: 


ER SORS TY CRIT Alas Viale sesh els, 


And behold, We said to the angels: "Bow down to Adam" and 
they bowed down. Not so Iblis: he refused and was haughty: 
He was of those who reject Faith.^9* 


It was also disclosed to the Angels that as soon as the Lord 
infused His spirit in man, they would have to pay him the 
homage by prostrating before him. It may, however, be 
noted that prostrating before Adam was just a gesture of 
reverence to him and did not mean his worship by the 
Angels. While the angels obeyed the commandment 
immediately, Iblees not only flouted it but also indulged 
into insolence and obnoxious arguments against the 
Almighty. 





484 The Holy Qur'an, tr. A. Yusuf Ali, 2:34. 
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Sy fes ata ox J lade eat s a ag s 
A Shia 5335 ie Bilis ehe Bf ate ad deat IIS 
NA d sd Js less US ee clas doa, atte eai 
Agile SD il costae ÉJ 5938 S GU shies Us shies 33555 

SUS sey, ES 


61. Behold! We said to the angels: "Bow down unto Adam": 
They bowed down except Iblis: He said, "Shall I bow down to 
one whom Thou didst create from clay?" 62. He said: "Seest 
Thou? this is the one whom Thou hast honoured above me! If 
Thou wilt but respite me to the Day of Judgment, I will surely 
bring his descendants under my sway - all but a few!" 63. 
(Allah) said: "Go thy way; if any of them follow thee, verily 
Hell will be the recompense of you (all)- an ample 
recompense. 64. "Lead to destruction those whom thou canst 
among them, with thy (seductive) voice; make assaults on 
them with thy cavalry and thy infantry; mutually share with 
them wealth and children; and make promises to them." But 
Satan promises them nothing but deceit. 65. "As for My 
servants, no authority shalt thou have over them:" Enough is 
thy Lord for a Disposer of affairs. 9^ 


XN 


N 


The verses quoted above suffice to show that Satan was 
extremely jealous of humankind. He also envied Adam, 
perhaps, due to the reason that Adam was likely to deprive 
the Jinn of their domination on Earth. In addition to this, 
Lord's commandment to the Jinn for bowing down before 
Adam was also humiliating for them. Iblis, therefore, failed 
to reconcile with elevation of man over the Jinn and the 
angels. His creation from the essence of fire, too, was a 
matter of pride for Iblis against lowly origin of man from 
the clay of earth. On his refusal to bow down before man, 
the Lord had cursed him besides rebuking him severely. In 
spite of this, Iblis neither repented nor sought forgiveness 





485 The Holy Qur'an, tr. A. Yusuf Ali, 17:61-65. 
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from the Lord. Even after seeking respite from the Lord till 
the day of resurrection, he behaved more arrogantly by 
declaring his mission to lead Adam and his descendants to 
destruction till the end of the respite on earth. 





Exaltation of Adam over All Creatures 


Prior to the creation of man, angels had been the most 
superior species among all the creatures of the Lord. The 
angels were, therefore, foretold to bow before the deputy 
of the Lord as soon as He infused His spirit into him. 


The Jinn were the next sentient^*? beings created after the 
angels. They were, perhaps, the first creature of the Lord 
who had been granted freedom from compulsion. The 
Almighty had granted them free will to act in accordance 
with their own discretion keeping in view guidance of the 
Lord provided to them through the prophets. While the 
angels enjoyed no freedom to commit any transgression 
against the commandment of the Lord, the Jinn were free 
to use or to misuse the liberty granted to them. 


The prostration of angels before Adam  (pbAs) was, 
therefore, a unique honor bestowed by the Lord on man. In 
addition to the same, the Lord had already made 
everything in the Universe subservient to the cause of man. 
Adam (pbAs) as such, was installed on earth with full dignity 
and authority from the Almighty. The descendants of Adam 
(pbAs) continue to share the same powers and exaltation, 
provided they serve and worship no one except Allah and 
obey all His commandments. 


It was for the purpose of test and trial of man that the 
Almighty had created him with extremely complex nature. 
Humankind was, therefore, obliged to exercise control on 
their feelings, desires and lusts to act upon the guidance of 
the Lord. All the possibilities for good performance were, 





486 \ 


sentient’ means: ‘having feeling; experiencing sensation’ 
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therefore, available to humankind provided they strived in 
the way of God. The Almighty revealed that: 


r 9 G 
Kk 5 ANT CRINES AUT 


As for those who strive in Our cause, We shall surely guide 
them to Our Ways. (...).^9 


The Creator, therefore, had the best and perfect fore- 
knowledge about the future conduct of humankind on 
earth. To rescue humankind from the calamity caused by 
their own hands, the Lord provided them with the 
everlasting guidance and helpline so that they may turn to 
Him for their salvation: 


24. 
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Allah wants to make all this clear to you, and to guide you to 
the ways which the righteous have followed in the past; He 
will graciously turn towards you. Allah is All-Knowing, All- 
Wise. Allah indeed wants to turn graciously towards you; but 
those who follow their lusts would want you to drift far away 
from the Right Way. Allah wants to lighten your burdens, for 
man was created weak.^9? 


It was a unique honor for humankind that the Almighty had 
chosen them to be His Vicegerents on earth and also made 
them the trustee of His covenant. There is no mention of 
any other vicegerent throughout the universe. Similarly, 
there is no other sentient being exalted as trustees of the 
Lord. Consequently, the Almighty equipped Adam with 
adequate knowledge, capabilities, and potentials to 
discharge his obligations and assignments as vicegerent of 
the Lord on earth. Humankind as such became ` :3,iI 
obg i.e. the noblest among the creatures of the Lord. 
The jinn, despite their immense powers, long life and 





487 Mawdüdi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, p. 835. 
488 Mawdudi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, p. 160. 
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freedom to think and to act had failed to attain the nobility 
mainly due to their arrogance and false pride of superiority. 
They also had no proclivity to confess their guilt or to seek 
mercy of the Lord. As against them, humankind had the 
capabilities to learn from their errors. By improving their 
conduct and by acquiring more knowledge humankind could 
surpass the jinn and other creatures of the Lord. It was the 
humble and unconditional submission of man before the 
Lord which pleased the Almighty and He always turned to 
humankind with immense love and forgiveness which are 
the necessary pre-requisites for the salvation, as well as, 
the elevation of humankind. 


Ch. 12 - 


INVESTITURE CEREMONY AND 
THE ROLE OF SATAN 


Ceremonial Inauguration 

Creation of Adam with the predestination to install him as 
viceroy of the Lord on earth had introduced a New World 
Order in the Universe. It was a great event because it 
entailed free will of a species to be established with dignity 
and authority on earth. Adam had to serve as viceroy of the 
Lord on earth, the honor which had not been conferred on 
any of the creatures of the Lord before man. The Almighty, 
therefore, was pleased to organize a great ceremony in the 
honor of Adam. He made advance pronouncement about 
him and about the purpose of his creation, so that all the 
living beings and the heavenly bodies may pay due regard 
to the deputies of the Lord on earth. He said: 


695 ot eds Aa SG cub 2185 HE d Koil aids 8) 
be dés ait aly Stell dE Kol decd oue Us ui 
6x56 


71. Behold, thy Lord said to the angels: "I am about to create 
man from clay: 72 "When I have fashioned him (in due 
proportion) and breathed into him of My spirit, fall ye down in 
obeisance unto him." 73. So the angels prostrated 
themselves, all of them together: 74. Not so Iblis: he was 
haughty, and became one of those who reject Faith.*°° 


The Qur’an recounts the same episode at another place in 
the following words: 


Giidi wind ote dnl ats Susp 





489 The Holy Qur’an 38:71-74, tr. A. Yusuf Ali. 
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Behold, thy Lord said to the angels: "I will create a vicegerent 
on earth." They said: "Wilt Thou place therein one who will 
make mischief therein and shed blood?- whilst we do 
celebrate Thy praises and glorify Thy holy (name)?" He said: 
"I know what ye know not."^?! 


It is evident from the above that the angels were put on 
alert to prostrate before the Vicegerent of the Almighty, the 
moment the Lord infused His spirit in Adam as revealed in 
the following: 


Bet IS estie Sls y hid le ei lake on oU Wile sá 
S os zs oa ual 318i HE Hel ats Ss ot 
Sartell Bb Kidai yti A ooa dis tag 
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26. We created man from sounding clay, from mud moulded 
into shape; 27. And the Jinn race, We had created before, 
from the fire of a scorching wind. 28. Behold! thy Lord said to 
the angels: "I am about to create man, from sounding clay 
from mud moulded into shape; 29. "When I have fashioned 
him (in due proportion) and breathed into him of My spirit, fall 
ye down in obeisance unto him." 30. So the angels prostrated 
themselves, all of them together: 31. Not so Iblis: he refused 
to be among those who prostrated themselves.^?? 





The Jinn were the first conscious beings who had been 
granted freedom from compulsion. The Almighty had 
commanded all the angels to bow down before Adam 
respectfully.??? All the angels obeyed the commandment 
instantly and knelt or prostrated before Adam in unconditional 
obedience to the commandment of the Lord. This was so 
because from the very nature of their creation, the angels 





^9? Al-Qur'an (al-Baqarah) 2:30. 

^91 The Holy Qur'an 2:30, tr. A. Yusuf Ali. 

492 The Holy Qur'an 15:26-31, tr. A. Yusuf Ali. 
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were under compulsion to obey each and every 
commandment of the Lord without having any option to 
deviate from the same as is evident from the following: 


e és UN t, vs lets Kahl ui tat cash EF & 
ys VÀ AEAT eu SH BIE Kos 


O ye who believe! save yourselves and your families from a 
Fire whose fuel is Men and Stones, over which are (appointed) 
angels stern (and) severe, who flinch not (from executing) the 
Commands they receive from Allah, but do (precisely) what 
they are commanded.^?^* 


Iblis was chief of the Jinn. When the Lord commanded the 
congregation to bow down in obeisance to Adam, all the 
Angels prostrated before Adam immediately but Iblis was 
the only exception to flout the commandment. 


The investiture ceremony was, therefore, the formal 
inauguration of Adam as the deputy of the Lord on Earth. 
Both the angels and the Jinn were commanded to bow in 
obeisance to Him. Besides this each and everything in the 
universe was also made subservient to the cause of 
humankind acknowledging them as representatives of the 
Lord on Earth. This was the special favor of God on 
humankind. The said elevation of man over the Jinn and 
Angels was not acceptable to Iblis because due to his pride 
about his nature of creation, he considered himself better 
than humankind. He, therefore, chose to defy the authority 
by refusing to prostrate before Adam. 


Pride Caused the Rebellion of Iblis 


As said earlier, Iblis was the only exception to disobey the 
commandment of the Lord. The Lord, therefore, asked him to 
show cause for the offence: 


orsa. Se A iT fue Un ea o SOG za ud 





4°4 The Holy Qur'an 66:6, tr. A. Yusuf Ali. 
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32. (Allah) said: "O Iblis! what is your reason for not being 
among those who prostrated themselves?" 33. (Iblis) said: "I 
am not one to prostrate myself to man, whom Thou didst 
create from sounding clay, from mud moulded into shape." 
34. (Allah) said: "Then get thee out from here; for thou 
art rejected, accursed. 35. "And the curse shall be on 
thee till the day of Judgment."^? 


The insolence of Iblis is evident from the fact that on the 
basis of his self-conceived superiority over man, he was 
proud enough to venture arguments with the Lord. At 
another place in the Qur'an, therefore, the Almighty 
referred to the same: 


wired nsa ie s Wig felt us, ply oS 
per p Ae BU SS ub LC TET B yo, galls 223 ING 
al end) siae 


75. (Allah) said: "O Iblis! What prevents thee from prostrating 
thyself to one whom I have created with my hands? Art thou 
haughty? Or art thou one of the high (and mighty) ones?" 76. 
(Iblis) said: "I am better than he: thou createdst me from 
fire, and him thou createdst from clay." 77. (Allah) said: 
"Then get thee out from here: for thou art rejected, accursed. 


78. "And My curse shall be on thee till the Day of Judgment." 
496 


The Pride of Iblis was based on his misconception that he 
had been created from fire which according to him was 
superior to the Earth. To refute his contention, it was 
revealed that the Almighty had created man with His own 
hands. This special favor of the Lord was, therefore, 
enough to establish superiority of man over the Jinn. In 
spite of this, Iblis had no scruples to surrender before the 





495 The Holy Qur’an 15:32-35, tr. A. Yusuf Ali. 
^96 The Holy Qur'an 38:75-78, tr. A. Yusuf Ali. 
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will of God. He refused to obey and became accursed of the 
Lord forever. 


The Respite 


The Lord cursed and condemned Iblis as rejected one. 
Instead of repentance or seeking mercy of the Lord, he 
implored not for mercy or forgiveness but for respite up to 
the Doomsday in order to distract humankind from the 
straight path to prove his contention that human beings 
were not better than he. 


It is worth noting here that in spite of the arrogance of Iblis 
and his rejection by the Lord as the cursed one, the most 
compassionate Lord God did not refuse the entreaty of Iblis 
to grant him respite till the Day the dead are raised. 


z "g 


didis adjad okada 
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79. (Iblis) said: "O my Lord! Give me then respite till the Day 
the (dead) are raised." 80. (Allah) said: "Respite then is 
granted thee- 81. "Till the Day of the Time Appointed." 82. 
(Iblis) said: "Then, by Thy power, I will put them all in the 
wrong,- 83. "Except Thy Servants amongst them, sincere and 
purified (by Thy Grace)."*9” 
The Lord graciously granted the request of Satan as per his 
plea. Consequently, Iblis rebelliously challenged the Lord by 
his declaration that he will use the time of respite to put 
mankind in the wrong. In response to the same, Iblis was 
told that the Almighty will fill hell with him and those who 
follow him: 


"Gn siias sus hee SLI IF Bis BEE 


84 (Allah) said: "Then it is just and fitting- and I say what is 
just and fitting- 85 "That I will certainly fill Hell with thee and 


497 The Holy Qur’an 38:79-83, tr. A. Yusuf Ali. 
48 Al-Qur'an (Sad) 38:84-85. 
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those that follow thee,- every one."^?? 


Satan stubbornly stuck to his own point of view. Instead of 
confessing his fault and seeking mercy of the Lord he 
brazenly blamed the Lord for putting him in the wrong. Due 
to his own misdemeanor, therefore, Iblis became rejected 
one forever. 


Satan's Challenge 


As quoted above the Satan had openly declared to sit on 
the straight way towards the Lord to lead humankind 
astray. In addition to the same, Iblees also said that: 


seeds dio Edi os s fo act odisea 
Aie cS) ciel a Es o ISH SAG SE 
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36. (Iblis) said: "O my Lord! give me then respite till the Day 
the (dead) are raised." 37. (Allah) said: "Respite is granted 
thee. 38 "Till the Day of the Time appointed. 39 (Iblis) said: 
"O my Lord! because Thou hast put me in the wrong, I 
will make (wrong) fair-seeming to them on the earth, 
and I will put them all in the wrong,- 40 "Except Thy 
servants among them, sincere and purified (by Thy Grace)."^?? 


Thus, instead of confessing his own fault, Satan blamed the 
Lord for putting him in the wrong. Similarly, his arguments 
to defend his position were also unreasonable and useless. 


Sy Sos ata od] Si onde s i af IG 
gius APII BEY ate das Fess SHY 
Ju d 2d Js dle ss leis ole cals usas atte cai 
Agle BU ci) oe ój a S QULEN shies Us jos 3395 





499 The Holy Qur'an 38:84-85, tr. A. Yusuf Ali. 
59 The Holy Qur'an 15:36-40, tr. A. Yusuf Ali. 
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He said: "Seest Thou? this is the one whom Thou hast 
honoured above me! If Thou wilt but respite me to the Day of 
Judgment, I will surely bring his descendants under my sway - 
all but a few!" (Allah) said: "Go thy way; if any of them follow 
thee, verily Hell will be the recompense of you (all)- an ample 
recompense. "Lead to destruction those whom thou canst 
among them, with thy (seductive) voice; make assaults on 
them with thy cavalry and thy infantry; mutually share with 
them wealth and children; and make promises to them." But 
Satan promises them nothing but deceit. "As for My servants, 
no authority shalt thou have over them: "Enough is thy Lord 
for a Disposer of affairs.” 


This shows that the Lord had given a free hand to Satan to 
do the mischief. Satan again blamed the Lord for 
disappointing him. He, therefore, declared his intention to 
disillusion humankind from the Lord so that they may 
refrain from paying thanks to Him. Satan knew full well that 
ingratitude was tantamount to infidelity and defection from 
the Lord. 


SSSR gg T ce en ona fi int od oio Je 
ots Ap Ud ots gil oth sya iod o (En S eati bue 
"of Ua EI a 


(14) He said: Respite me until the day when they are raised 
up. (15) He said: Surely you are of the respited ones. (16) 
He said: As Thou hast caused me to remain disappointed I will 
certainly lie in wait for them in Thy straight path. (17) Then I 
will certainly come to them from before them and from behind 
them, and from their right-hand side and from their left-hand 
side; and Thou shalt not find most of them thankful.^9* 








501 Al-Qur'an (al-isra) 15:36-40. 
502 The Holy Qur'an 17:62-65, tr. A. Yusuf Ali. 
503 Al-Qur'an (al-A'raf) 7:14-17. 
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The Almighty also revealed about the mission of Satan by 
various other means as detailed in the following: 


Ht pd ^t Cues » P» ^ »juUuwz í z 
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"I will mislead them, and I will create in them false desires; I 
will order them to slit the ears of cattle, and to deface the 
(fair) nature created by Allah." Whoever, forsaking Allah, 
takes Satan for a friend, hath of a surety suffered a loss that 
is manifest.°°° 


To fulfill his challenge, Satan would be striving day and 
night to misguide the people and to allure them towards sin 
and transgression. Allah also knew before hand that due to 
lusts and temptations humankind were likely to fall into the 
snare of Iblis. Hence, in case of any transgression, the right 
course for humankind were not to get disappointed from 
the mercy of the Lord but to turn to Him repentantly and 
seek His protection. God had graciously assured humankind 
to forgive their sins provided they repent sincerely with a 
resolve to turn away from their sins thereafter. 


It is pertinent to note here that 544)! åJ (The Night of Power 
or the Night of Predestination) is the most blessed night for 


worship of the Lord. The Qur'an has asserted its importance 
in the following words: 


rÀ 


The Night of Power is better than a thousand months.°°” 
Due to extreme importance of I à the believers 
requested the Holy Prophet to tell them what to seek from 
the Lord on this night: 


Jur Gad Dette pa LJ LJ ue gf c ral Jaw yh: eds 





5°5 Al-Qur'an (al-Nisa) 4:119. 
506 The Holy Qur'an 4:119, tr. A. Yusuf Ali. 
507 The Holy Qur'an 97:3, tr. A. Yusuf Ali. 
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I said, 'O Apostle of Allah! If it be exposed to me which night 
is the night of Qadr, what should I utter in it?’ He said, ‘You 
should say: O Allah! Of course You are Forgiving; You 
love forgiving; So please forgive me!’ 


Seeking mercy of the Lord, therefore, was the first and the 
foremost prayer of humankind before Him. Forgiveness of 
the Almighty defeats Satan who had strived hard to lead 
humankind away from Him. 





God’s Response to Satan 
After arrogance and challenge of Satan, the Lord 
pronounced: 


"iaa Sia ipe obo, «Sus 222 FUPCR 25S ash is leg 32 HN C 


(Allah) said: "Get out from this, disgraced and expelled. If any of 
them follow thee, Hell will I fill with you all.5!? 


g^ Spits 59538 elie iis 384s BSG GU Ste dac of ol JU 
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63. (Allah) said: "Go thy way; if any of them follow thee, 
verily Hell will be the recompense of you (all)- an ample 
recompense. 64. "Lead to destruction those whom thou canst 
among them, with thy (seductive) voice; make assaults on 
them with thy cavalry and thy infantry; mutually share with 
them wealth and children; and make promises to them." But 
Satan promises them nothing but deceit.?!! 


It is, thus, evident from the above that only the condemned 
ones may continue to follow Satan. Those who turn to the 





508 Mishkat-ul-Masabeeh, Hadith No. 2037. 
50 Al-Qur'an (al-A'raf) 7:18. 
510 The Holy Qur'an 7:18, tr. A. Yusuf Ali. 
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Lord repentantly are sure to be forgiven their inequities and 
shall be saved by the Almighty. 


Warnings against Seduction of Satan 


Almighty Allah had warned human beings about seduction 
of Satan which led Adam and Eve to exposure of their 
shames. They were stripped off their raiment and turned 
out of the Garden. God, therefore, warned humankind that: 


Gest QUEE yet Lisle 2 du Uf GU EJ KEES GST gl 
GS Use B 9 das stl 55 sh tad ets ie) 
eB oul Last 


O ye Children of Adam! Let not Satan seduce you, in the same 
manner as He got your parents out of the Garden, stripping 
them of their raiment, to expose their shame: for he and his 
tribe watch you from a position where ye cannot see them: 
We made the evil ones friends (only) to those without faith.>!2 


Much earlier than the start of his missionary period, 
Prophet Moses had tried to help a man from his own 
religion against his foe. Taking the enemy as an aggressor, 
Moses struck him with his fist which killed him. On realizing 
his blunder, he implored the Lord to forgive him. Qur'an 
refers to the same: 


di E o SU Sas a i625 SENSE Gaia J 
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15. (...). He said: "This is a work of Evil (Satan): for he is an 
enemy that manifestly misleads!" 16. He prayed: "O my Lord! 
I have indeed wronged my soul! Do Thou then forgive me!" 
So (Allah) forgave him: for He is the Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful.” 


God, therefore, guided the believers that: 





512 The Holy Qur'an 7:27, tr. A. Yusuf Ali. 
513 The Holy Qur'an 28:15, tr. A. Yusuf Ali. 
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Those who believe fight in the cause of Allah, and those who 


reject Faith Fight in the cause of Evil: So fight ye against the 
friends of Satan: feeble indeed is the cunning of Satan.°** 





Humankind had also been warned that: 
p G Pd Ld 
PNA a KA BIE edie e Sis 


Verily Satan is an enemy to you: so treat him as an enemy. 
He only invites his adherents, that they may become 
Companions of the Blazing Fire.?!^ 


Almighty Allah, therefore, advised the believers that: 
>% ol ss 3 wW, ” 3 a 
VES UL SA aS as 2a s shal 


Satan makes them promises, and creates in them false 
desires; but Satan's promises are nothing but deception.?!* 


The Lord also foretold humankind about the deplorable 
confession of the sinners on the Day of Judgment: 


Z 9 é 1, Z7 4a ZW Tz x" 72 & 2222 AT ofi 
de AJ)! ax 2555 Vind Go fo Urs A dd goa deh 
fis 22 7 Zo doru - 5 22.2.14 zb 2 37. 
LEO ae Asha lta a ed a uos 
tr IT lo? ^" 7 7201 z f, 2 

JoI5 gaol snes 5-le 555 Fi Dé isi 


That Day, the dominion as of right and truth, shall be (wholly) 
for (Allah) Most Merciful: it will be a Day of dire difficulty for 
the Misbelievers. The Day that the wrong-doer will bite at his 
hands, he will say, "Oh! would that I had taken a (straight) 
path with the Messenger! "Ah! woe is me! Would that I had 
never taken such a one for a friend! "He did lead me astray 
from the Message (of Allah) after it had come to me! Ah! the 





514 The Holy Qur'an 4:76, tr. A. Yusuf Ali. 
515 The Holy Qur'an 35:6, tr. A. Yusuf Ali. 
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Evil One is but a traitor to man!"*” 





Humankind Forbidden to Follow Satan 

Due to the enmity of Satan with humankind, God strictly 
warned them not to worship or follow Satan ignoring 
guidance from the Almighty. 


3 Just lsd TA AJ s a) 28555 AN À V3 EU EPES 
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Of the cattle are some for burden and some for meat: eat 
what Allah hath provided for you, and follow not the footsteps 
of Satan: for he is to you an avowed enemy.?!? 


BSS Me Mois ASI Lei eH er ecwely 
FG TUA Soi) doch Lats th aS eu tie 


168. O ye people! Eat of what is on earth, Lawful and good; 
and do not follow the footsteps of the evil one, for he is to you 
an avowed enemy. 169. For he commands you what is evil 
and shameful, and that ye should say of Allah that of which ye 
have no knowledge.” 


Human beings had in fact been guided by the Almighty in 
many ways so that they may seek refuge from Him to 
guard themselves from different types of snares of Satan. 
He said: 


25 AEN ls AS ots US E AST at ooh T 


- 


ysl ga KaB ties se shi Ls Kats kn, ut 
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O ye who believe! follow not Satan's footsteps: if any will 
follow the footsteps of Satan, he will (but) command what is 
shameful and wrong: and were it not for the grace and mercy 





517 The Holy Qur’an 25:26-29, tr. A. Yusuf Ali. 
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of Allah on you, not one of you would ever have been pure: 
but Allah doth purify whom He pleases: and Allah is One Who 
hears and knows (all things).°”° 


GbE AIS Set INC SA S ar Kel seel al 


"Did I not enjoin on you, O ye Children of Adam, that ye 
should not worship Satan; for that he was to you an enemy 
avowed?-?? 


Mie STS kL EE ARESE PETNE 
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O ye who believe! Enter into Islam whole-heartedly; and 
follow not the footsteps of the evil one; for he is to you an 
avowed enemy.??? 


A24» ui 4 e - ^ Z5 e ^^ .21W e - E 
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The Evil one threatens you with poverty and bids you to 


conduct unseemly. Allah promiseth you His forgiveness and 
bounties. And Allah careth for all and He knoweth all things.?? 


Almighty Allah, therefore, directed the believers to defeat 
Satan and the evil effects created by him. 
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Those who patiently persevere, seeking the countenance of 
their Lord; Establish regular prayers; spend, out of (the gifts) 
We have bestowed for their sustenance, secretly and openly; 
and turn off Evil with good: for such there is the final 
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attainment of the (eternal) home,” 


Satan is Afraid of Allah 


Iblis is a mortal and like other members of his species, he 
is subject to punishment for his disobedience. The Almighty 
promised to fill hell with him and his followers. God said: 


Six ait. dá ed, e fae SUS 


That I will certainly fill Hell with thee and those that follow 
thee, every one.??* 


This shows that Satan is simply a creature and a slave of 
the Almighty enjoying only the limited powers with a 
respite from the Lord. We cannot, therefore, take him as 
another God or rival of the Lord God of the Universe. Those 
who worship him will be consigned to Hell along with Satan 
who himself fears from punishment from the Lord. His 
powers, therefore, do not exceed the requirement of the 
test and trial of Jinn and Man. Satan, however, tries to 
deceive both the species with his false pretexts. 


Keipo NES Sis ni 
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Remember Satan made their (sinful) acts seem alluring to 
them, and said: "No one among men can overcome you this 
day, while I am near to you": But when the two forces came 
in sight of each other, he turned on his heels, and said: "Lo! I 
am clear of you; lo! I see what ye see not; Lo! I fear Allah: 
for Allah is strict in punishment.'^? 


HSA an 35) JS Sf WE sii play JS oun gif 
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16. (Their allies deceived them), like the Evil One, when he 
says to man, "Deny Allah": but when (man) denies Allah, (the 
Evil One) says, "I am free of thee: I do fear Allah, the 
Lord of the Worlds!" 17. The end of both will be that they 
will go into the Fire, dwelling therein for ever. Such is the 
reward of the wrong-doers.°~” 


Satan Wields no Authority over the 
Faithful 

Allah told Iblis that he will have no power against His 
sincere devotees. Alternately, those who follow Iblis will be 
consigned to Hell forever: 


Aia tse oul aff Pee vesd 
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39. (Iblis) said: "O my Lord! because Thou hast put me in the 
wrong, I will make (wrong) fair-seeming to them on the earth, 
and I will put them all in the wrong,- 40. "Except Thy servants 
among them, sincere and purified (by Thy Grace)." 41. (Allah) 
said: "This (way of My sincere servants) is indeed a way that 
leads straight to Me. 42. "For over My servants no authority 
shalt thou have, except such as put themselves in the wrong 
and follow thee. 43 And verily, Hell is the promised abode for 
them all!"°?8 
The Almighty also informed humankind clearly that Satan 


can mislead only those who are liars, wicked and unfaithful 
to the Lord. He said: 


&3 os uf IK de JHE ain IG ua ge shat fs 
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Shall I inform you, (O people!), on whom it is that the evil 


527 The Holy Qur'an 59:16-17, tr. A. Yusuf Ali. 
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ones descend? They descend on every lying, wicked person, 
(Into whose ears) they pour hearsay vanities, and most of 
them are liars.??? 
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No authority has he over those who believe and put their trust 


in their Lord. His authority is over those only, who take him as 
patron and who join partners with Allah.539 


Sf sls, o zie ad, fue] 


"As for My servants, no authority shalt thou have over them: 
"Enough is thy Lord for a Disposer of affairs.” 


sl op] UE sasha, as | hat em G3) Us DI o GH A, 
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Secret counsels are only (inspired) by the Evil One, in order 
that he may cause grief to the Believers; but he cannot harm 
them in the least, except as Allah permits; and on Allah let the 
Believers put their trust.??? 


3 
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Those who believe fight in the cause of Allah, and those who 
reject Faith Fight in the cause of Evil: So fight ye against the 
friends of Satan: feeble indeed is the cunning of Satan.^? 


Those who Forget The Lord 

Since humankind are prone to forgetfulness and they also 
suffer from inconstancy in them, therefore, the Almighty 
had always been reminding them that His true servants are 
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those who meditate on His bounteous blessings and 
wonderful creations. They, therefore, continue to glorify 
and remember the Almighty while standing, sitting or 
reclining during different times of the day and night.?? 
Those who do not obey the guidance are sure to suffer from 
the evil consequences of their negligence. God, therefore, 
made it clear to them that: 
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36. If anyone withdraws himself from remembrance of (Allah) 
Most Gracious, We appoint for him an evil one, to be an 
intimate companion to him. 37. Such (evil ones) really hinder 
them from the Path, but they think that they are being guided 
aright! 38. At length, when (such a one) comes to Us, he says 
(to his evil companion): "Would that between me and thee 
were the distance of East and West!" Ah! evil is the 
companion (indeed)! 39. When ye have done wrong, it will 
avail you nothing, that Day, that ye shall be partners in 
Punishment! 40. Canst thou then make the deaf to hear, or 
give direction to the blind or to such as (wander) in manifest 
error? 41. Even if We take thee away, We shall be sure to 
exact retribution from them, 42. Or We shall show thee that 
(accomplished) which We have promised them: for verily We 
shall prevail over them. 43. So hold thou fast to the 
Revelation sent down to thee; verily thou art on a Straight 
Way.535 


534 Al-Qur'an (Al ‘Imran) 3:191. 
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Seek Refuge from the Lord 


Since humankind have been created weak, therefore, they 
are always prone to fall prey to the evil ones. They must, 
therefore, avail of the antidote provided by the Lord: 


Aa s AS A de aU? SKM gE HU 


And if (at any time) an incitement to discord is made to thee by 
the Evil One, seek refuge in Allah. He is the One Who hears and 
knows all things.” 


gabe peel Zl o5 is 


And say "O my Lord! I seek refuge with Thee from the 
suggestions of the Evil Ones.?? 


When the Lord cursed him for his disobedience, Satan did 
not turn to Him repentantly. Even after seeking respite 
from the Lord, Iblis did not entreat His mercy. Contrary to 
it, Satan openly declared his enmity against humankind 
with a resolve to distract them from the straight path 
except the few devoted servants of the Lord.*?? 


No Cosmic Powers of Satan 


Islam has no concept of dualism in the sense that the 
forces of good and evil are equally balanced in the 
universe. Satan is a creature of God and not a competitor 
or contender with Him. Allah had given him the respite till 
the Doomsday with certain limited powers necessary to test 
and try man and the Jinn on earth. Satan, therefore, enjoys 
no cosmic powers or influence in the universe. He did not 
challenge the sovereignty of the Lord nor did he claim 
divinity for himself. Satan neither associated partners with 
the Lord nor did he worship other gods besides the Lord. 
The root cause of his rebellion was his envy against 
humankind. His pride based on misconception of his 





536 The Holy Qur'an 41:36, tr. A. Yusuf Ali. 
537 The Holy Qur'an 23:97, tr. A. Yusuf Ali. 
538 Al-Qur'an (al-Hijr) 15:32-40, (Sad) 38:77-85. 
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superiority over humankind led him to flout®?? the 
authority. Even so he did not go away to seek protection 
from some rivals with the Lord. 


Satan is merely a Jinn and not a cosmic opponent of the 
Almighty. He could mislead the people only with the power 
the Lord had specifically granted him.” Iblis could violate 
commandments of the Lord only due to the liberty granted 
to him and only to the extent of the said liberty. The Lord 
had granted him the freedom to obey or disobey the 
commandments on his own discretion and risk. In spite of 
this, Iblis never enjoyed the powers to transgress the limits 
of respite granted to him. In response to his seeking respite 
till the doomsday, the Lord had himself given certain 
powers to Satan to whisper evil suggestions to humankind 
only to test and try the latter. Satan could, therefore, 
distract only the feeble minded and the faithless from the 
straight path. He wields no authority over devoted servants 
as quoted earlier (Al-Qur'an 16:99). 


It must, however, be kept in mind that Iblis could do nothing 
against the will of God. Except for influencing the thinking of 
human beings through evil suggestions, Satan has no powers 
to cause any damage or to provide any benefit to the human 
beings without specific permission from the Almighty (Al-Qur'an 
58:10). The Qur'an dispels any notion of Iblis as a divine 
being or a rival of God in the universe. Instead of posing 
himself as a competitor with the Lord, he trembles from His 
fear.^^* 


Satan had continued to worship the Lord for a long time. 
He never refused to prostrate before the Lord. His stance 
was that due to his creation from fire, he was better than 
humankind whom the Lord had created from the substance 
of clay. Satan as such, was an adversary of humankind and 
not a competitor of the Almighty. Had Satan been a cosmic 





539 flout’ means: ‘to mock; degrade; denounce’. 
540 Al-Qur’an (Sad) 38:82. 
541 Al-Qur'an 8:48, 59:16 


246 The New World Order 





rival of God, there would have been a complete chaos in 
the heavenly bodies and on earth. The truth is that Iblis is 
nothing more than a Jinn who had been granted certain 
limited powers necessary to test and try the faith and 
performance of humankind on earth. 


Satan as Part and Parcel of Christianity 


St. Paul and his followers were, perhaps, under the 
influence of Zoroastrianism which propounded that ‘Creator 
Ahura Mazda’ was all good and no evil originates from him. 
Thus in Zoroastrianism, good and evil have distinct sources 
with evil trying to destroy the creation of Mazda and good 
trying to sustain it. They believed that Mazda is not 
immanent in the world. (...). There is one universal and 
transcendent God.^^? 


Ahura Mazda will ultimately prevail over the evil Angra 
Mainyu or Ahriman, at which point the universe will undergo a 
cosmic renovation and time will end. In the final renovation, 
all of creation—even the souls of the dead that were initially 
banished to "darkness"—will be reunited in Ahura Mazda, 
returning to life in the undead form. At the end of time, a 
savior-figure (a Saoshyant) will bring about a final renovation 
of the world (frasho.kereti), in which the dead will be 
revived.?*? 


Manichaeism also had influenced the earlier Christians and 
they took Satan/ Lucifer and God in counterpoise: 


Lucifer is the fallen archangel who, with one-third of the 
angelic host, was cast out of heaven for the sin of pride. He 
presides over hell and seeks to lure mankind to sin (...). The 
devil is prominent as the "ruler of this world" whom 
humanity must struggle to overcome.?^* 


A description of Satan is also found in the following: 


All three of the western religions-Judaism, Christianity and 
Islam-share many of the same beliefs about angels. But the 





542 Zoroastrianism, Wikipedia the free encyclopedia 

543 Zoroastrianism, Wikipedia the free encyclopedia 
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belief in Satan and the fallen angels is most central to 
Christianity. As the editors of the Black friars edition of the 
Summa Theologica of Thomas Aquinas note, Satan “is part 
and parcel of the Christian religion (...) no Satan, no 
Christ; that is both a historical and theological truth.” 
This is their line of reasoning. Satan’s sin resulted in his fall 
from heaven. Satan tempted Adam and Eve, resulting in their 
original sin. From the fall came the need for Jesus Christ 
to come to earth as mankind’s redeemer from sin. This is 
the heart of the Christian faith, but the idea is foreign to both 
Judaism and Islam.5^* 


The Christians, therefore, assign heavenly powers to Satan, 
venerate him and take care not to utter any derogatory 
remarks about him. Instead of despising Satan as rejected 
and cursed one, they take care to ascribe to him venerable 
titles such as prince of this world?^, ruler of this 
world, prince of darkness and ‘Evil God’ of this 
world?^'. As such, the title ‘prince of peace’ and ‘Lord’ for 
Jesus Christ (pbAh) creates lot of confusion about the status 
of Satan as an opponent of the Christ. The misconception is 
also evident from Mathew 4:8-9 where Satan offers to Jesus 
(pbAh) the kingdom of the world. The concept is inconsistent 
with Christian creed about divinity of the Christ. If Christ 
was God of the Universe, how could have Satan offered him 
the kingdom of this world? Muslims believe that Jesus 
(pbAh) was a great and rightly guided prophet of the Lord 
who knew full well that none except the Lord enjoyed any 
independent power or sovereignty in the heavens or on 
earth. Satan definitely had no powers to give anything to 
Jesus (pbAh) or to anyone else in the world. If Jesus (pbAh) 
did not know this, he could neither be a prophet nor Lord or 
Son of God. 





545 Ibid pg. 71-72. 
546 Joh 12:31, 14:30. 
547 2Cor 4:4. 
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PROBATION IN THE GARDEN 


Probation in the Garden 


As stated earlier, the Lord had created the angels much 
earlier than Jinn as well as human beings. Angels had no 
capabilities to exploit the sources on Earth or to derive any 
benefit from the same. Due to specific nature of their 
creation, angels were unable to bring even a temporary 
change in the environments in which the Lord had created 
them. They, therefore, had no potentials for growth, 
progress or exploration to prove themselves as appropriate 
rulers on the Earth. Due to compulsion in their nature, the 
angels enjoyed no free will which was necessary for the test 
and trial on Earth. Hence, as soon as the Lord 
demonstrated to them the fitness of Adam for the 
assignment, the Angels humbly confessed their 
shortcomings and vowed their unconditional subservience 
to the Almighty. Ultimately when they were commanded to 
bow before Adam, they immediately prostrated before him. 


Adam's posting on Earth in the capacity of the viceroy of 
the Lord pre-assumed independence of thought, choice and 
action by him. As representative of the Lord, he was bound 
to impose the law of the Lord on his own self and also to 
impose the same within the domain granted to him. His 
career on Earth entailed volitional submission to the 
commandments of the Lord. He, however, was obliged to 
refrain from all acts or things prohibited by the Almighty. 
This meant that man had to live a life of conscious 
awareness to choose between various options before him. 
The Lord had taken on Him to send down His guidance to 
Adam and also to his progeny but it was left to humankind 
either to abide by the same or to reject it. To give them a 
freehand, the Lord was not supposed to intervene in the 
routine acts of humankind during their respite on Earth. 


In spite of numerous shortcomings and imperfections in 
them, humankind had to fulfill responsibilities of test and 
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trial independently. In the absence of any control, 
therefore, Adam and Eve were likely to abuse the trust and 
authority entrusted to them. The force of natural lusts, 
desires and needs of human beings could compel them to 
lean towards immediate gratification of their needs. In case 
of a transgression, they also did not know how to repent or 
to seek mercy from the Lord. Being the youngest among all 
the creatures of the Lord humankind had been novices who 
lacked constancy, sagacity and experience. In addition to 
the above humankind was also prone to forgetfulness. 
Adam and Eve as such, were entirely innocent and 
immature having no experience of the falsehood, deception 
and jealousy of Satan. Without some initial training, 
therefore, they were open to the guise and guile of Satan 
which could lead them to fatal results. Deception through 
lies and by swearing in the name of God was unknown to 
them. Humankind's position had also become more 
precarious due to the challenge of Satan to detract them 
and their descendants from the straight path (Al-Qur'an 
7:16-18). It was, therefore, imperative that some 
necessary training be imparted to the novices before 
putting them on the position of dire responsibilities 
on Earth. The All-knowing, All-wise God, therefore, found 
it appropriate to give some primary training to Adam and 
Eve in the Garden so that they may cope with their future 
assignments on Earth. 


It is only the Qur'an which clearly narrates the background 
of human placement in the Garden. As regards the Old 
Testament, it presents us only with the confused and 
mythological narrative of the facts. The confusion, 
therefore, was given a diverse turn by St. Paul and his 
followers. They developed from it the theory of Original Sin 
leading to degeneration and fall of humankind necessitating 
the advent of Jesus Christ to save them from the ruin 
caused by the hands of Adam and Eve. Followers of St. Paul 
thereafter made extensive use of human speculation to 
arrive at a new theology based on the Original Sin 
committed by Adam and Eve and salvation through Jesus 
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Christ, a new God and the only begotten son of the 
Almighty. By inventing Holy Ghost as another God in the 
triad, they changed absolute unity of the Almighty into a 
Godhead consisting of triune God. We, however, observe 
that the Christian fathers committed gross error in diverting 
from the revelations of the Lord and depending on the 
reasoning of human beings. We shall, therefore, be 
analyzing the OT account to prove that from the very 
beginning, the Almighty had not intended to keep Adam 
and Eve or their progeny in the Garden permanently. This 
is evident from the following. The Genesis reveals that it 
was on Earth that: 


26. And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all 
the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon 
the earth. 27. So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God created he him; male and female created he 
them. 28. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be 
fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: 
and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl 
of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the 
earth. 29. And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb 
bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and 
every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to 
you it shall be for meat. 30. And to every beast of the earth, 
and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth 
upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green 
herb for meat: and it was so. 31. And God saw every thing 
that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the 
evening and the morning were the sixth day.?^? 


Ignoring for the moment the misconception of human 
likeness with God, we observe that the Lord had created 
man on the Earth and all human duties pertained to 
environments on Earth. Subsequently, it was a retouch on 
the story that the Genesis records: 


7. And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, 





558 Gen 1:26-31 KJV. 
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and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man 
became a living soul. 8. And the LORD God planted a garden 
eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had 
formed.5^? 


The 2™ account too affirms human creation from the dust 
of ground. Genesis 2:7-8 as noted above also tells us 
nothing about the abrupt change in the original plan of 
creation. The confliction, therefore, makes both the 
accounts doubtful. No reconciliation between the accounts 
is possible except by believing that the Earth had been the 
original abode of Adam while his placement in the Garden 
was just transitory and probationary one. As such, it is 
incorrect to assume that the Garden could be the 
permanent abode of Adam and Eve. We, therefore, cannot 
interpret withdrawal of Adam and Eve from the Garden as 
fall of humankind. After completion of their probation, 
Adam and Eve had to pass out of the Garden to take up the 
elevated position of o4! 3 úl äads i.e. the vice-gerent of the 
Lord on Earth. 


The very first blessings of the Lord pertained to His 
creatures on earth. ? Even the second recorded 
blessings of the Lord were for humankind on earth.” 
As such, man's creation, his duties and also his provisions 
on earth were covered by the blessings of the Lord. 
Blessings of the All-knowing, All-wise God cannot be so 
fleeting or transitory that could be changed into curse or 
condemnation soon thereafter. The doctrine of fall, eternal 
degeneration and death due to sin, therefore, shake our 
faith in the firm decisions of the Lord and endurance of His 
blessings. Human being in fact had been created on the 
earth, from the earth and for the earth as also affirmed by 
the Genesis. 


In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return 
unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou 





549 Gen 2:7-8 (KJV). 
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Ch. 13 — Probation In the Garden 253 





art, and unto dust shalt thou return.??? 


As such, humankind’s posting on the assignment 
predetermined for them cannot be treated as_ their 
degeneration or fall. Earth had always been enjoying 
blessings of the Lord. As such, those who propagate 
condemnation of earth or Humankind are ingrate deniers of 
the abundant blessings and mercy of the Lord on Earth as 
well as on Humankind. 


Due to the uncoordinated nature of the stories, the 
alternative story of creation is taken either as an after- 
thought of the composers or an addition based on some 
source received long after the initial recording of the first 
story of creation. It is the second story that introduces ‘a 
garden eastward in Eden’ on earth. Humankind’s placement 
in the Garden was a change in the pre-determined abode, 
stay and duties of humankind on earth without a cause. 
The 2™ story, therefore, conflicts with the entire order, 
venue, and purpose of creation mentioned in Gen 1:1-29. 
The writer of the 2™ version of the story of creation seems 
to be utterly confused about the events pertaining to earth 
against those occurring in the Garden. As compared to the 
first version, the second version has greater contents of 
mythology and speculations against meager strands of 
revelation in it. The speculative description of the Garden of 
Eden in the East, its rivers and other peculiarities do not 
match with any place on earth. No land can be identified 
with the imaginary description of the Garden of Eden. 


According to the first story, the Lord had provided 
everything for humankind on earth and all duties had to be 
fulfilled by them on earth till their death. In spite of all this, 
Adam and Eve were put in the Garden without cancellation 
of their earlier assignments on Earth. This shows the 
alternative story as an overlapping on the first account of 
creation where humankind, beasts and fowls of the air were 
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created from the ground once again.??? It is also implied that 
God took the Man from the earth and put him into the 
Garden He had planted in the East. The purpose of removing 
Adam from the earth seemed to be dressing and keeping the 
ground in the Garden without cancelation of the earlier 
duties assigned to him on Earth. Since keeping the Garden 
was a laborious duty, therefore, it is wrong to take it as 
paradise for Adam. The narrative also makes us believe that 
instead of God as the source of everything including 
knowledge, life and death, such things grew on the trees in 
the Garden. The Genesis also fails to disclose the rationale of 
preventing humankind from the knowledge of good and evil. 


We, however, find unanimity in the OT and the Qur'an that 
the Earth had been the predestined abode of humankind. 
Humankind, therefore, had to live on Earth and not in the 
Garden as supposed by the Christians. The Qur'an narrates: 


wl Us, (az 1g 32 HEC. &1 - e Aras WE - 
Goliath efi S rind ete denda ét 
Salley EUSA ABs aeo ufa gs 


Behold, thy Lord said to the angels: "I will create a 
vicegerent on earth." They said: "Wilt Thou place therein 
one who will make mischief therein and shed blood?- whilst 
we do celebrate Thy praises and glorify Thy holy (name)?" He 
said: "I know what ye know not.°>4 


The verse quoted above discloses the pre-determination of 
the Lord that humankind had been created to serve as 
deputy or legate of the Lord on earth. They were granted 
free will to worship the Lord and to establish the Kingdom 
of God on earth to be ruled under the Law of the Lord. The 
Qur'an, therefore, endorses the assertion of Genesis as 
regards human creation from the dust of the earth, their 
abode on earth and to return to earth on their death.?? As 
such, both the Bible and the Qur'an agree that instead of 
the garden, Earth was the predestined abode of 





553 Gen 2:7, 19. 
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humankind.°*. We also recorded another reference about 
the same vide A/-Qur'an 38:71-73. 





Adam was Awarded Higher Status on 
Earth 


Instead of any degradation or debasement, humankind's 
stay on earth was a seat of nobility to officiate as deputy of 
the Almighty. The Lord had, in fact, bestowed great favor 
on humankind by making them inheritors of the earth. He 
said: 


ui doks ELE E 31 XI EE AUT. 
See SAEs Nigh cS 


It is He Who hath made you (His) agents, inheritors of the earth: 
He hath raised you in ranks, some above others: that He may try 
you in the gifts He hath given you: for thy Lord is quick in 
punishment: yet He is indeed Oft-forgiving, Most Merciful.°°” 
To console the people suffering from despondency on Earth 
the Almighty revealed that: 


ai a f oe UE as i Aasa TS I EAE ol 
695 (qe Wc 


Or, Who listens to the (soul) distressed when it calls on Him, and 
Who relieves its suffering, and makes you (mankind) inheritors of 
the earth? (Can there be another) god besides Allah? Little it is 
that ye heed!°°° 
Inheritance of earth was a dignified position for man which 
was envied even by the angels and the Jinn. It is, 
therefore, unbecoming of man to be ingrate to the 
blessings of the Lord who said that: 
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He it is who has made you successors, generations after 
generations in the earth, so whosoever disbelieves (in Islamic 
monotheism) on him will be his disbelief. And the disbelief of the 
disbelievers adds nothing but hatred of their Lord. And the 
disbelief of the disbelievers adds nothing but loss.°°° 


All this affirms man’s inheritance of the earth as 
representative of the Lord which was a position of dignity 
and power for them. Any presumption of humankind’s fall, 
degeneration, debasement or captivity to sin and death, 
therefore, is a mere misconception, having no support from 
the Old Testament or the Qur’an. Instead of any 
degradation or degeneration of humankind, the Lord 
asserts primacy and the prestige of humankind on most of 
His creations in the universe: 


BALES leg c3 ol $55 nts hg Sce GST, raf dials 
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We have honoured the sons of Adam; provided them with 
transport on land and sea; given them for sustenance things 
good and pure; and conferred on them special favours, above 
a great part of our creation.°©° 


Sahih International has translated the verse as follows: 


And We have certainly honoured the children of Adam and 
carried them on the land and sea and provided for them of the 
good things and preferred them over much of what We have 
created, with (definite) preference.^9! 





559 Al-Qur'an 35:39 (The Nobel Qur'an, Tr. Dr. Muhammad Taqi-ud-Din 
Al-Hilali & Dr. Muhammad Mohsin Khan, Darussalam Publishers, 
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The verse quoted above is the Divine confirmation of great 
honor conferred on the progeny of Adam as compared to 
other creatures in the universe. 





From the above study it has become clear that the earth 
was the original abode of humankind. The rationale of 
humankind’s placement in the Garden has also been 
explained by us. The Bible is silent on the issue. The 
Qur’an, of course, reveals the purpose of the creation of 
humankind, the anxiety of the angels, the investiture 
ceremony and the envy of Satan leading him to disobey the 
commandment of the Lord to bow down in obeisance to 
man. All that background is enough to know the reason for 
humankind’s probation in the Garden before his placement 
on the Earth. 


The assignment of the viceroy entailed strict responsibilities 
in it. Since no responsibilities can be fulfilled appropriately 
unless the incumbent is mature, knowledgeable and 
intelligent having power, authority and capabilities to 
discharge the same, the Lord had pre-equipped humankind 
with all the necessary faculties and the attributes before 
their posting on earth. With the acceptance of Amanahh, 
mankind had attained another distinction over other 
creatures of the Lord. They had taken on them the severest 
responsibilities of the trust. The Lord, therefore, pointed 
out that humankind had accepted the Amanahh simply 
because they were ignorant and unjust. The Lord knew the 
same full well. This was the reason that He decided to 
impart the necessary training to Adam and Eve before 
placing them on the position of accountability on Earth. 


Each and every plan of God is full of wisdom and perfect in 
all respects. There can be no flaw or failure in any scheme 
of the Almighty. No creature can fall short of the purpose 
for which it had been created by the Lord. Everything is 
fulfilled exactly according to the will of the Lord. As regards 
humankind, the Lord had created them for the purpose of 
test and trial by various means. God had, therefore, 
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created Adam with well-balanced inclinations towards good 
or evil. To help him, the Lord provided him the guidance to 
choose between the right and the wrong means. God said: 
cide! 83483 (And we had shown him the two ways)°°*. The 
said guidance was necessary only because both vice and 
virtue were within the reach of humankind. 


The Judgment 

According to the Genesis, the serpent had enticed Adam 
and Eve to commit the transgression. The Lord, therefore, 
announced punishment on the serpent and the woman as 
detailed below: 


14. And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast 
done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast 
of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat 
all the days of thy life: 15. And I will put enmity between thee 
and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall 
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 16. Unto the 
woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy 
conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy 
desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.” 

As regards Adam, the Lord cursed the ground in the stead 

of Adam saying "thorns and thistles shall it bring forth to 

thee”. 


17. And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto 
the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I 
commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the 
ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days 
of thy life; 18. Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to 
thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; 19. In the sweat 
of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; 
for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust 
shalt thou return.?5^ 
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Ignoring for the moment the misogynistic?*? tinge in the 
verses quoted above, we observe that the serpent (later on 
identified as Satan) and Adam had been cursed in the same 
fashion. About the serpent, it was said “upon thy belly shalt 
thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life” 
while Adam was cursed “in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all 


the days of thy life” 


In addition to other punishments to Adam and Eve, the 
Lord also cursed the ground for the sake of Adam with the 
words “Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee.” 


We, however, observe that the curse quoted above is not 
only misplaced but also is a misstatement of facts. It denies 
the bounteous blessings of the Lord on Earth as well as on 
humankind. The scientists during the enlightenment period 
have upheld the concept that the planet earth is perhaps 
the best one among the trillions of planets and stars to 
keep the most congenial atmosphere for animal life on it. 
Besides growing multiple varieties of grains and other 
eatables, it is the only abode of the fruit, fragrance and 
flowers for the benefit of man. As such, the concept of 
earth's “bringing forth thorns and thistles" does not contain 
any truth in it. 


The Christian scholars also believe that “Adam and Eve as 
they came from the hand of God were God's supernatural 
image and likeness through sanctifying grace (...) God's life 
left their souls and they became spiritually dead as body 
from which the spirit has departed (...) no longer were they 
God's dear children, instead they became the children of 
the Devil’.°© All such concepts are mere speculations of 
the wise men of the Old without any support from the 
revealed word of God. We cannot, therefore, attach any 
importance to the same. Some of the Christian scholars 
also allege that Adam and Eve had refused to serve the 
Lord. They proclaim that: 


565 ‘misogynistic’ means: ‘hating women’ 
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They proudly said we will not serve. Then indeed were they 
able to weep. After the portals of paradise were closed against 
them and they set their feet upon a dreary and cursed earth, 
our first parents wept bitter tears. Sufferings, sorrows, 
troubles of all kinds, waited for them and their children. Too 
late did they realize how foolish they had been. How the sweat 
poured from their brows, how their bodies ached, as they 
toiled in the fields that now brought forth thorns and 
thistles!°°” 


In the absence of any support from the preachings of the 
prophets, we take the above allegation as a creation of the 
imagination of the writers than revealed word of God. In 
addition to the above, the curse (Gen 3:15-19) conflicts with 
the initial purpose of humankind's creation and also God's 
blessings on them in the opening chapter of the Bible i.e. 
Gen 1:26-31. 


While verse 26 shows the creation of humankind in 
the likeness of God, the verse 27 shows their creation as 
male and female. The fact that we cannot assign 
masculinity or femininity to the Almighty, therefore, refutes 
His likeness with humankind. The Bible also describes God 
as pure spirit while it describes Man as a product out of 
dust like other animals. Human creation from dust of the 
earth and his return to dust (Gen 3:19), therefore, 
disproves the theory of man's likeness with God. No animal 
species created from dust can claim any likeness with the 
God or the spirits. Verses 27-30 describe such attributes and 
duties of man which clearly conflict with absolutely 
transcendent attributes of God. 


Gen 3:14-19 does not show any change in the original 
nature of the creation of Adam and Eve. There is no 
reference to man's defilement or captivity to sin or death 
caused by their transgression in the Garden. Contrary to 
the same, it has been asserted that: 


And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, 
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to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and 
take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever: Therefore 
the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the 
ground from whence he was taken.^9? 


According to the observation of Gods quoted above,?9? man 
had drastically improved upon the original nature of his 
creation due to which the gods were afraid, lest he may 
also eat from the tree of life and live forever. As a 
precaution against further audacity of Adam, the gods 
decided to send him forth from the Garden to till the 
ground from where he was taken. This shows that from the 
very beginning man was created as a mortal to abide on 
earth. He was taken away only temporarily and sent back 
to his primary abode to live there during his life. After the 
period of respite granted to each individual on earth, 
everyone had to die irrespective of the fact whether he was 
sinful or virtuous in his conduct. 


Thorns and Thistles 


The curse on earth to grow thorns and thistles (Gen 3:17- 
18) was not only misplaced but also a flagrant denial of the 
bounteous and unique blessings of the Lord on it. With the 
advancement of knowledge today, humankind has acquired 
more and more information about the universe which has 
no other planet blessed like the earth. God’s miraculous 
work in the universe, in the environments of earth and 
potentials of land can in no case be denied. Human beings 
must, therefore, be thankful to the Lord who created the 
earth in such a manner that it is neither too hot like the 
stars nor too cold like space. It is neither desolate nor 
unfriendly for humankind. 





568 Gen 3:22-23 (KJV). 
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The Lord saved the Earth from all calamities such as solar 
flares, winds and cosmic radiation in the atmosphere and 
harmful magnetic fields which could impair human life on 
Earth. The scientists tell us that the earth is the only planet 
in the universe which has ideal environments for vegetation 
and life. Among trillions and trillions of the stars and the 
planets in the universe, the Earth is the only planet that 
has water (as main source of life). It also has the 
atmosphere suitable for all botanical and zoological life. 
There can be no question of life on the stars. Similarly, no 
planet could be discovered so far which had the 
atmosphere congenial for any sort of life whatsoever. Earth 
is the only planet known to humankind that has been 
abundantly provided with everything beneficial to 
humankind, animals and various types of living beings. 


The scientists wonder about the ideal distance of earth from 
the Sun and its angle on its axis while revolving around the 
Sun. These factors create amiable atmosphere and 
temperature including change of seasons on earth without 
which there could be no possibility of life or vegetation on 
it. It is, therefore, an erroneous concept of the human 
compilers of the Bible that the Earth will bring forth only 
thorns and thistles for humankind. 


The Qur’an has repeatedly reminded humankind to ponder 
numerous blessings of the Lord and to acknowledge them 
gratefully. Some of the references have already been 
quoted under the topic ‘Adam Created to Live on Earth’ in 
earlier part of this chapter. List of such blessings being 
inexhaustible, we add a few more verses here: 


daki suiii 


And We have spread out the (spacious) earth: How excellently 
We do spread out!” 





57 Al-Qur'an 21:30, 24:45. 
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Besides other blessings on Humankind, the Lord had also 
given them the sustenance of things good and pure. The 
verdict of the Almighty, therefore, leaves no room for any 
assumption of condemnation of humankind or God's 
estrangement from them. God’s bounteous blessings on the 
earth and Humankind also refute the concept of any curse 
on the earth to grow thorns and thistles for humankind.°”” 


Depiction of the Almighty as wrathful God and human 
beings as children of wrath is self-made assumption of the 
Christians. As against the concept of God as a remote, 
harsh and despotic tyrant, the Qur’an presents Him as 
omniscient, merciful and compassionate God. The 
misconception of a vengeful judge or rigid and relentless 
God finds no place in the Qur’an. The Lord repeatedly 
assured humankind of His infinite mercy and forgiveness 
and blessings. The Qur’an has mentioned a large number of 
Allah’s blessings towards humankind. Some of them have 
been mentioned in the following: 
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And the earth We have spread out (like a carpet); set there on 
mountains firm and immovable; and produced therein all kinds of 
things in due balance. And We have provided therein means of 
subsistence, - for you and for those for whose sustenance ye are 
not responsible. And there is not a thing but its (sources and) 
treasures (inexhaustible) are with Us; but We only send down 
thereof in due and ascertainable measures. And We send the 
fecundating winds, then cause the rain to descend from the sky, 
therewith providing you with water (in abundance), though ye 
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are not the guardians of its stores.5/? 


The Lord, in fact, had made perpetual provisions of fruits, 
grain and flesh of animals, birds and fish etc. on earth. 
Favors of the Lord towards humankind on earth are also 
evident from the following: 


Ez sag lags ug aS les Sesh Magis Stes É Jae a 
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Have We not made the earth as a wide expanse, And the 
mountains as pegs? And (have We not) created you in pairs, And 
made your sleep for rest, And made the night as a covering, And 
made the day as a means of subsistence? And (have We not) 
built over you the seven firmaments, And placed (therein) a Light 
of Splendour? And do We not send down from the clouds water in 
abundance, That We may produce therewith corn and vegetables, 
And gardens of luxurious growth?" 
The term »lg» used above is from the root 44» which means 
sleeping place, resting place, cradle, to pave, to make level 
or even to facilitate or to introduce something. All these 
meanings contradict the assertion that the land was under 
a curse or it will produce only the thorns and thistles as 
asserted in the Bible.°”° 


AA AS BU E35 € A id oe J uS isa abel 
Gao i saki 


And do they not see that We do drive rain to parched soil (bare of 
herbage), and produce therewith crops, providing food for their 
cattle and themselves? Have they not the vision??? 





573 The Holy Qur'an 15:19-22, tr. A. Yusuf Ali. 
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Many more bounties and blessings of God are counted in 
Surah Al-Nahl: 
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And cattle He has created for you (men): from them ye derive 
warmth, and numerous benefits, and of their (meat) ye eat. 
And ye have a sense of pride and beauty in them as ye drive 
them home in the evening, and as ye lead them forth to 
pasture in the morning. And they carry your heavy loads to 
lands that ye could not(otherwise) reach except with souls 
distressed: for your Lord is indeed Most Kind, Most Merciful, 
And (He has created) horses, mules, and donkeys, for you to 
ride and use for show; and He has created (other) things of 
which ye have no knowledge. And unto Allah leads straight 
the Way, but there are ways that turn aside: if Allah had 
willed, He could have guided all of you. It is He who sends 
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down rain from the sky: from it ye drink, and out of it (grows) 
the vegetation on which ye feed your cattle. With it He 
produces for you corn, olives, date-palms, grapes and every 
kind of fruit: verily in this is a sign for those who give thought. 
He has made subject to you the Night and the Day; the sun 
and the moon; and the stars are in subjection by His 
Command: verily in this are Signs for men who are wise. And 
the things on this earth which He has multiplied in varying 
colours (and qualities): verily in this is a sign for men who 
celebrate the praises of Allah (in gratitude). It is He Who has 
made the sea subject, that ye may eat thereof flesh that is 
fresh and tender, and that ye may extract there from 
ornaments to wear; and thou seest the ships therein that 
plough the waves, that ye may seek (thus) of the bounty of 
Allah and that ye may be grateful. And He has set up on the 
earth mountains standing firm, lest it should shake with you; 
and rivers and roads; that ye may guide yourselves; And 
marks and sign-posts; and by the stars (men) guide 
themselves. Is then He Who creates like one that creates not? 
Will ye not receive admonition? If ye would count up the 
favours of Allah, never would ye be able to number them: for 
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.>” 


The contents of the last verse quoted above have also been 
stressed in the following: 


SA guy PASO Sahl eis 185 ofp Shi U B oi siis 
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And He giveth you of all that ye ask for. But if ye count the 
favours of Allah, never will ye be able to number them. Verily, 


man is given up to injustice and ingratitude.°”® 


In Surah Rahman also, the Almighty reminded humankind 
and Jinn about His gifts and beneficence asking them which 
of these, can they deny? (Al-Qur’an 55:1-25). The same 
Surah also refers to Cataclysm, judgment and rewards 
(55:26-42) after which there is an elaborate and picturesque 
description of the favors and bounteous provisions for the 
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righteous people in the hereafter (55:42-78). All this reveals 
God's everlasting concern towards welfare of humankind. 


Keeping in view God's plentiful blessings on humankind and 
the Earth, it is inconceivable that God can assert: “thorns 
and thistles shall it bring forth to thee”. Besides this, the 
curse promotes ingratitude in humankind which the Qur’an 
equates with infidelity and disbelief. 


Ch. 14 - 


PASSING OUT AND 
PERFORMANCE 


The Episode in the Garden according to 
the Qur'an 

Adam had been created with the predetermination to rule 
over the earth independently and to establish the kingdom 
of God there. To fulfill the purpose of trial, the Lord had 
created them with complexity of nature and free will to 
choose between good or evil and to act independently 
keeping in view the guidance from the Lord. Due to envy 
against Adam, Iblis had refused to bow down before him 
and he had also vowed to detract humankind from the 
straight path. The Lord, therefore, did not place Adam on 
earth without providing initial training to him. He put Adam 
and Eve in the garden with special instructions to them: 
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We said: "O Adam! dwell thou and thy wife in the Garden; and 
eat of the bountiful things therein as (where and when) ye 
will; but approach not this tree, or ye run into harm and 
transgression.?7? 
While placing them in the garden, the Lord had warned 
Adam and Eve in the following words:- 


pad ote gages fac asus 


Then We said: "O Adam! verily, this (Satan) is an enemy to thee 
and thy wife: so let him not get you both out of the Garden, so 
that thou art landed in misery.°®° 





57? The Holy Qur'an 2:35, tr. A. Yusuf Ali. 
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Both the Bible and the Qur’an are silent about the duration 
of stay of Adam and Eve in the Garden, yet some Christian 
as well as Islamic traditions describe it as a small part of 
the day. It has, however, been revealed that in spite of 
warning from the Lord both Adam and Eve failed to guard 
themselves against the doubts created by Satan. It has 
been revealed: 
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"O Adam! dwell thou and thy wife in the Garden, and enjoy 
(its good things) as ye wish: but approach not this tree, or ye 
run into harm and transgression." Then began Satan to 
whisper suggestions to them, bringing openly before their 
minds all their shame that was hidden from them (before): he 
said: "Your Lord only forbade you this tree, lest ye should 
become angels or such beings as live forever." And he swore 
to them both, that he was their sincere adviser.>** 


Although the Lord had fore-warned Adam and Eve to be on 
their Guard against the animosity of Satan yet due to 
infirmity of their nature, they forgot the warning of the 
Lord. Being simpleton, innocent and credulous, they fell 
easy prey to the falsehood and seduction of Satan, who 
succeeded to mislead them in the guise of a well-wisher 
and a sincere counselor for them.??? The result was that 
both Adam and Eve ate from the forbidden tree. Instantly, 
they stood deprived not only of their apparel of bliss but 
also of their privilege to enjoy bounteous provisions in the 
Garden without any effort on their part. When made to 
realize their fault, they immediately started seeking mercy 
and forgiveness from the Lord. God, therefore, turned to 
them compassionately: 
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So by deceit he brought about their fall: when they tasted of 
the tree, their shame became manifest to them, and they 
began to sew together the leaves of the garden over their 
bodies. And their Lord called unto them: "Did I not forbid you 
that tree, and tell you that Satan was an avowed enemy unto 
you?" They said: "Our Lord! We have wronged our own souls: 
If thou forgive us not and bestow not upon us Thy Mercy, we 
shall certainly be lost."^9? 
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In the result, they both ate of the tree, and so their nakedness 

appeared to them: they began to sew together, for their 

covering, leaves from the Garden: thus did Adam disobey his 
Lord, and allow himself to be seduced.^?* 


Although the Qur'an, too, mentions the orders of the 
Almighty to Satan and humankind to get down to Earth yet 
keeping in view the entire context of the episode, the so- 
called fall of Adam and Eve can be termed as passing out 
from the academy for posting on the assignment 
predetermined for them. Humankind, therefore, came 
out of the institute to the actual place of their test and trial 
on Earth. As such, we cannot interpret it as degradation or 
condemnation for Adam, Eve or their descendants. Instead 
of any defilement of nature or condemnation due to 
sinfulness, Adam was posted on the position of nobility 
envied both by the angels and by the Jinn. Consequently, 


583 The Holy Qur'an 7:22-23, tr. A. Yusuf Ali. 
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he not only forgave transgression of Adam in the Garden 
but also chose him as His first prophet on Earth: 


PPP Ps 2c 5 te 49 * 
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But his Lord chose him (for His Grace): He turned to him, and 
gave him Guidance.^9* 


The Lord had perfect knowledge about the envy of Satan 
against humankind. He knew that Adam's fault was due to 
misguidance of Satan. Adam had neither planned to 
disobey the Lord nor did he commit the transgression 
deliberately. The Divine judgment, therefore, did not 
implicate Adam as a willful criminal. Instead of rebellion, 
the Lord referred to the fault of Adam as a slip on his part. 
No one in the universe has a jurisdiction to challenge the 
verdict of the sovereign Lord as quoted below: 
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Then did Satan make them slip from the (garden), and get them 
out of the state (of felicity) in which they had been. We said: 
"Get ye down, all (ye people), with enmity between yourselves. 
On earth will be your dwelling-place and your means of livelihood 
- for a time.>°° 


Instead of inculpating Adam and Eve, the Lord exonerated 
them from the charge of deliberate disobedience. God knew 
that they were made to err by misguidance of Satan. 
Although, they had been negligent to ignore the 
commandment of the Lord yet they hastened to repent of 
their inequity and to seek mercy and forgiveness of the 
Lord. Consequently, the Almighty himself favored them by 
inspiring the words to seek forgiveness and mercy from 
Him. 
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“Then learnt Adam from his Lord words of inspiration, and his 
Lord Turned towards him; for He is Oft-Returning, Most 
Merciful. "997 


The revelation was as under: 
4c “A 737554 “9228 "eo 2 ho s 
Spl nS iE opk KUI 


“They said: "Our Lord! We have wronged our own souls: If thou 
forgive us not and bestow not upon us Thy Mercy, we shall 
certainly be lost. ">88 


Adam and Eve beseeched the mercy of Lord which was 
granted to them. Due to the said humble supplication of 
Adam and his entire dependence on the Lord, the Almighty 
not only accepted his repentance but also elevated him to 
the exalted rank of His first prophet on earth. In addition to 
the above the Lord also gave him further guidance for his 
future benefit on earth as quoted earlier.”8? 


From their experience in the Garden, both Adam and Eve 
must have learnt useful lessons which were of great help to 
them for righteous living on earth. Even their successors 
did not turn away from straight path many generations 
after them. It was during the time periods of Noah that the 
majority of humankind turned to be wicked and rebellious 
against the Lord. 


It can, therefore, be concluded that the Lord had created 
man with His predestination to serve as Vicegerent of 
Almighty Allah on earth.”? Adam was not, therefore, 
destined to live in the Garden forever. After a probationary 
stay in the Garden, Adam had to leave it to take up his 
predetermined assignment on Earth. 
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God Absolves Adam from Sin 


It is evident both from the OT and the Qur’an that Adam 
had no intention to disobey the commandment of the Lord 
and he committed the mistake only due to misguidance of 
Satan. The Qur’an states: 
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(95 
"But Satan whispered evil to him: he said, "O Adam! shall I 
lead thee to the Tree of Eternity and to a kingdom that never 
decays?" In the result, they both ate of the tree, and so their 
nakedness appeared to them: they began to sew together, for 
their covering, leaves from the Garden: thus did Adam 
disobey his Lord, and allow himself to be seduced".^?! 


The Lord, therefore, counted the fault of Adam as a lapse 
than a willful crime: 


USE Ud shh eid ehe aste as 


We had already, beforehand, taken the covenant of Adam, but 
he forgot: and We found on his part no firm resolve.5?? 


Actually, the word exe in the phrase bjs 4 425 ol also means 
constancy, a firm resolve, or a determination. The Lord, 
therefore, certifies that Adam neither planned nor 
committed the offense deliberately. Adam and Eve had 
deviated from the instructions of the Lord only due to 
deception of Satan forgetting the warning from the Lord. 
The Almighty, therefore, decided the case as per His law. 
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(...). But there is no blame on you if ye make a mistake therein: 

(what counts is) the intention of your hearts: and Allah is Oft- 

Returning, Most Merciful.5?? 
Actually Satan had misguided Adam and Eve by telling lies 
on oath. The temptation was so alluring and forceful that 
Adam and Eve did not even pause for a moment to think of 
the grave consequences of the disobedience. Due to 
forgetfulness and lack of constancy in them they fell into 
snare of Satan ignoring the injunctions of the Lord but on 
realization of their transgression, they hastened to seek 
mercy and forgiveness from the Lord the Oft-Returning, 
Most Merciful. 


Adam was a novice lacking experience and knowledge 
about the vicissitudes of Satan. He forgot the warning of 
the Almighty to remain on his guards against Iblis.°°* 
Satan, therefore, succeeded to entice him to deviate from 
the commandment of the Lord.” No doubt, he faltered in 
eating from the forbidden fruit yet when given the notice to 
show cause he did not indulge into futile arguments with 
the Lord to justify his mistakes. Both Adam and Eve 
confessed their fault plainly and repented immediately. 
God, therefore, did not implicate Adam and Eve in the 
manner the Christians do. Instead of denouncing them 
severely, the Lord graciously alleviated their fault by the 
divine verdict that: 
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Then did Satan make them slip from the (garden),>°° 


While the Lord absolved Adam and Eve from deliberate 
violation of the commandment, the said acquittal did not 
serve the theology of St. Paul and his followers simply 
because it knocked bottom out of their elaborately designed 
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theory of Original Sin and Salvation. No Original Sin of 
Adam, no despair from God and no need for the saving 
sacrifice of the Christ. Implication of Adam, therefore, was 
the basis of Christology leading to salvation through Christ. 
In the absence of the said theory, individuals would be held 
responsible for their own sins. No Christ will be needed to 
atone for the original sin of Adam and Eve nor could sins of 
humankind be expiated through him. 


According to unanimous teachings of the prophets, no one 
except the Lord had the authority to forgive the sins. The 
Lord never delegated His powers to others nor is anyone in 
the universe co-sharer with Him. In the same way no 
prophet of the Lord including Jesus could have delegated 
such powers, to Rabbis, pontiffs, Priests or Imams etc. 
simply because he himself did not possess the same. As 
such, if confessions of sin before the pontiffs or the priests 
are of no effect to remit sins, the Christianity will lose its 
charms. In such case the sale of Christianity would be 
jeopardized severely. 


All prophets of the Lord from Adam to Jesus Christ 
preached that only the Almighty had the authority to 
forgive anyone at His will. It was He Who had assured 
forgiveness to the penitents who resolved to do good in 
future. Humankind’s nature is weak due to which they can 
falter again and again. They must, therefore, repent and 
seek mercy of the Lord but the same can be of no use 
without a resolve to give up wrong doing in future. 
Prophets had, therefore, been conveying the same message 
of the Lord to look towards no one except the Lord for their 
salvation. Disappointment from the Lord and search for 
other gods is a sheer lack of faith in God and infidelity 
towards Him. 


Adam's humble supplication and entire dependence on God 
was responded with graciousness of the Lord Who not only 
accepted his repentance but also guided him towards the 
right path. Turning away from sin and substituting good 
deeds instead of evil is sure to be responded with the 
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mercy and forgiveness of Allah. The Primary covenant of 
God with Adam after his installation on earth reflects the 
same: 
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He said: "Get ye down, both of you,- all together, from the 

Garden, with enmity one to another: but if, as is sure, there 

comes to you Guidance from Me, whosoever follows My Guidance, 

will not lose his way, nor fall into misery. "But whosoever turns 

away from My Message, verily for him is a life narrowed down, 

and We shall raise him up blind on the Day of Judgment." °°” 
Salvation, therefore, lies in following the guidance 
provided by the Lord. It cannot be attained by losing 
hope in the Lord or by seeking new saviors instead of Him. 
Discarding the law of the Lord and evasion from individual 
liabilities can bring no salvation to humankind. Similarly, 
attribution of the original sin to Adam and Eve cannot serve 
as an excuse against sins committed by the individuals. 
Humankind cannot, therefore, seek any refuge behind the 
so called degeneration of Adam and Eve. 





Lessons of the Training 


Adam had been created to serve as representative of the 
Lord on earth which was an assignment fret with numerous 
obligations, responsibilities and problems. It was to cope 
with these responsibilities that the Lord had imparted initial 
training to the human being in the garden. Adam and Eve 
must have learnt various lessons from their bitter 
experience at the hand of Satan. Although no details have 
been revealed in this behalf, yet certain lessons can be 
worked out from the details of the episode. 





597 The Holy Qur'an 20:123-124, tr. A. Yusuf Ali.. 
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Adam and Eve were extremely innocent and ignorant at the 
time of their creation. According to the Genesis, they were 
created man and woman but they had no awareness even 
about their sexes: 


And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not 
ashamed.^?9 


The Qur'an expresses similar condition: 


PEERED rtd Part í A [gslze [72212 7 2 274 22 AS 
ASÍ ones EA 355 os oaa ass tits igh eid ta s 
AI Ge 
$934 
In the result, they both ate of the tree, and so their nakedness 
appeared to them: they began to sew together, for their 
covering, leaves from the Garden: thus did Adam disobey his 
Lord, and allow himself to be seduced.??? 
The Qur'an and the Bible, however, observe that Adam and 
Eve saw themselves naked as a result of eating the 
prohibited fruit. The Bible explains: 


And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they 
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made 
themselves aprons.9?? 
Adam and eve also had no experience of envy, the lies and 
the deception of Satan. Anyhow, they perceived their shames 
only through the mischief of Satan. It was through this 
experience that they became capable to fulfill their primary 
duties on earth as stated in the Genesis. 


And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, 
and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.9?! 





598 Gen 2:25 KJV. 

59 The Holy Qur'an 20:121, tr. A. Yusuf Ali. See also 7:22. 
600 Gen 3:7 KJV. 

601 Gen 1:28 KJV. 
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Adam and Eve learnt that it was fatal to disobey the 
commandment of the Lord. They also learnt to remain on 
their guard from the enticements of Satan who was an 
avowed enemy of Humankind. There, indeed, is a 
felicitation for humankind in this experience: that in case of 
some lapse or mistake be committed by them willfully or 
inadvertently, they need not be disappointed from the 
mercy of God. In such case they must repent of it with 
humble confession to seek mercy and forgiveness of the 
Lord. Their repentance with resolve to do good in future 
and invocation for mercy of the Lord was the only way to 
save them from the disaster. 


Adam and Eve also learnt to resist temptations and to 
persevere with patience and forbearance. They learnt that 
instead of immediate gains, humankind must keep in view 
the permanent and everlasting blessings promised by the 
Lord. They also came to know that they would be utterly 
lost by disobeying the Lord and by leaning to gratification 
of their lusts and desires. The Qur'an has summarized the 
theme as under: 


Ay setis etu US Md ui ed gl duy & ad 
Aasa 


By (the Token of) Time (through the ages), Verily Man is in 
loss, Except such as have Faith, and do righteous deeds, and 
(join together) in the mutual teaching of Truth, and of 
Patience and Constancy.9?? 


One of the purposes of placing Adam and Eve into the 
Garden was to show them the limitless bounties and 
blessings of the Lord therein. They enjoyed all those 
felicities and benefits without any toil or labor on their part. 
During their life on earth, therefore, they must continue to 
endeavor to please the Lord so that He may grant them the 
paradise promised to them. 





602 The Holy Qur'an 103:1-3, tr. Yusuf Ali. 


280 The New World Order 





God had committed no mistake in choosing Adam (pbAh) as 
His Viceroy and the first prophet on earth which was 
subsequent to their training in the Garden. After his 
repentance Adam (pbAh) committed no fault during his 1000 
years on earth while all prophets including Abraham (pbAh), 
Moses (pbAh), Jesus (pbAh) and Muhammad (pbAh) were 
among his descendants: Adam (pbAh), aS such, was not a 
condemned sinner nor his descendants inherited any 
sinfulness from him. Instead of condemnation, the Lord 
honored the descendants of Adam as certified in the 
Qur'an.°°3 


As against the implied sinfulness of Adam (pbAh) and Eve in 
the Old Testament, the Christian theology depicted Adam 
(pbAh) and Eve as most sinful villains of humankind who 
brought degeneration to their descendants. The Qur’an 
dispels the misconception by ranking Adam (pbAh) among 
His most distinguished prophets, such as Noah (pbAh), 
Abraham  (pbAh) Moses (pbAh), Jesus (pbAh), and 
Muhammad (pbAh). 


No Prophet uttered any derogatory remarks against Adam 
(pbAh) nor did anyone try to show him as a culprit 
responsible for introducing any malignant infection into the 
nature of his descendants. It was only the requirement of 
the theory of salvation invented by St. Paul that Adam 
(pbAh) had to be presented as the unscrupulous villain who 
caused degeneration in the human race. Followers of St. 
Paul went further to magnify the sins of Adam (pbAh) to 
contrast him with Jesus who has been presented as the 
most benevolent savior of entire humankind providing 
wholesale salvation, holiness and life everlasting against 
the over all sinfulness, death and condemnation attributed 
to the villainous role of Adam (pbAh) and Eve. The Qur’an, 
however, does not attribute death, degeneration or 
sinfulness to Adam (pbAh). Each individual has been created 
with purity of nature to start with a zero meter on Earth. 





603 The Holy Qur’an 17:70, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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Everyone reaps the benefit of his own good deeds. 
Similarly, each individual is responsible for his bad deeds. 
Humankind cannot bring any change in the original nature 
of their creation. Similarly, it is only the Lord who is the 
creator of life and death and no one can die sooner or later 
than the time predetermined by the Lord. 


Humankind become sinful only when they use their freedom 
to decide and to act against the commandments of the Lord. 
Humankind cannot inherit sinfulness or holiness from their 
ancestors. No one will be able to take on him the sin of 
others nor would anyone be able to intercede in the 
presence of the Lord without specific prior permission from 
Him.°4 


Passing the Test for Assignment 

Besides the lessons learnt by Adam (pbAh) and Eve, the 
episode in the garden had another aspect of trial for them. 
They were predestined to hold independent assignment on 
earth. Due to complexity of nature and freedom of choice 
and action, they had equal chances to obey or transgress 
the commandments of the Lord. Before handing over the 
charge of their actual assignment on earth, it was 
necessary to determine their response in case of 
transgression by them. By admitting their fault immediately 
and turning to the Lord for His mercy and help both Adam 
(pbAh) and Eve passed the initial test in the Garden. Had 
they rebelled or behaved arrogantly like Satan without 
seeking mercy and forgiveness from Him, they had no 
possibility to be made the representative of God on Earth. 
Man’s humble submission before the Lord and turning to 
Him for mercy was the main factor qualifying him for 
independent role on earth. 


Humankind was created purposefully with a nature differing 
from the angels. They had to be tested and tried with good 
and evil. The Lord had emphatically declared that: 





604 Al-Qur'an 2:255b & 78:38. 
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No misfortune ever befalls unless it be by Allah's leave. And 
whosoever has faith in Allah, Allah directs his heart along the 
Right Path. Allah has knowledge of everything.9?* 


54 ab B Se 965 cct ops sb A CL SIS sis lus zat 


"Should Allah touch you with affliction, there is none to remove it 
but He; and should He touch you with good, He has the power to 
do everything.°° 


ote Us Ks ds s, S osos ADS BB 


Every living being shall taste death and We shall subject 
you to ill and good by way of trial, and to Us shall all of you 
be eventually sent back.9?7 


The Lord, therefore, knew beforehand that while some of the 
human beings will be behaving righteously, others will be 
occasionally transgressing the commandments of the Lord. 
The right course for such transgressors was to repent and to 
seek mercy of the Almighty for their salvation. Those who do 
so will fulfill the better purpose of their creation to be 
admitted into Jannah. Others who do not turn to the Lord and 
die while persisting in their sinfulness will also be fulfilling the 
purpose of filling the hell with them. 


Before discussing the conduct of humankind, it must be kept 
in mind that the Lord did not desire angelic behavior from 
them. In case they behaved like angels, they would not fulfill 
the true purpose of their creation. The Lord knew that 
humankind would be giving a mixed response to His 
commandments. Some deviation was almost inevitable for 
most of them except the elects of God. They were, therefore, 
guided to beseech mercy and forgiveness from the Lord. It 
must also be kept in mind that it was only after repentance 





605 Mawdüdr, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 64:11, 2007, p. 1179. 
606 Mawdidi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 6:17, 2007, p. 260. 
607 Mawdüdi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 21:35, 2007, p. 678. 
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and humble subjection of Adam and Eve that the Almighty 
installed them as His viceroys on Earth. 


Start of Trial than Fall 


According to the Genesis the episode in the Garden came to 
an end as quoted below: 


And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, 
to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and 
take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever: Therefore 
the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the 
ground from whence he was taken. So he drove out the man; 
and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and 
a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the 
tree of life, 909 


Obviously, the expulsion was not caused due to sin or 
degeneration of Adam (pbAh). It also was not a punishment 
for his transgression. The audacity of Adam (pbAh) and Eve 
had made them like gods due to which gods stood scared of 
them lest they may also eat from the tree of life and live 
forever. Gods sent them forth from the Garden of Eden to 
till the ground from where they were taken. It can, therefore, 
be taken as a return home than a fall from heaven. Hence, 
the Christians mourning over ‘The Paradise Lost’ is 
without a cause. They unnecessarily malign Adam (pbAh) 
and Eve as despicable villains against humankind inflicting 
sinfulness and death on them. All such conceptions are 
based on misinterpretations of certain verses in the Genesis 
and speculations of Christian fathers rather than some 
credible revelations from the Lord. The absence of 
uncorrupted revelations of the OT and failure to record the 
teachings of Jesus Christ (pbAh) accurately caused confusion 
and incongruity in the theology causing great crisis in the 
Christian faith. 





608 Gen 3:22-24 KJV. 
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Satan Vs Adam (pbah) 


Humankind neither enjoyed perfection of nature nor their 
conduct was programmed by the Lord. They, however, had 
fair chances to act righteously on earth or to misuse their 
discretion deliberately as well as inadvertently. In all such 
cases, they were answerable to the sovereign Lord. It was 
for the said purpose that the Lord had given proper training 
to Adam (pbAh) and Eve before their appointment on earth. 
Their descendants also continued to receive guidance 
through the prophets. Humankind, therefore, knew about 
the fatal consequences of transgression and also learnt how 
to seek forgiveness from the Lord in case of any error made 
by them. It is set precept that as long as a subordinate 
continues to admit his negligence, assures his obedience 
and undertakes to be careful in future, he has fair chance 
to retain his assignment. Those who flout the authority are 
sure to be removed from the assignment with a deterrent 
punishment from the authority. Satan had envied 
humankind's preference over him. His choice to disobey the 
commandment of the Lord and persistence to be obnoxious in 
future was enough to prove his ineligibility for the nobility 
aspired by him. The chart given below may help us 
understand the difference in the conduct of Satan as against 
Adam (pbAh): 





Satan Adam 
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> Satan was a chief of the Jinn 
who due to his prolonged worship 
of the Lord had the special 
privilege to enjoy the company of 
angels worshiping the Lord. The 
Jinn had been created from the 
flame of fire and they had been 
occupying the earth and its 
atmosphere long before the 
creation of man. Due to their 
creation from the flame of fire the 
Jinn were more inclined to pride, 
arrogance and  dis-obedience. 
They lacked proclivity towards 
humility and submission before 
the will of God. 





Adam and Eve were created from 
the essence of the clay of earth. 
They had more humility and 
submissiveness than pride or 
arrogance in them. They were 
new and novice creatures just like 
infants at the time of their 
creation. They had no knowledge 
or experience of the vicissitudes 
and enticements of Satan based on 
falsehood, deception, and ill-will. 
They were so innocent that they 
even did not know about their 
nakedness. ^” 








> It was the will of God to 
bestow His blessings on any of 
His creatures. No creature had any 
right to claim preference over the 
other on the basis of the nature of 
their creation. The Creation of the 
Jinn from the flame of fire could 
not be counted as personal merit 
of the jinn. Satan’s pride on the 
basis of his creation was, 
therefore, entirely baseless. 


> Pride is the exclusive privilege 
of the Almighty. Only He has the 
right to be proud of his 
sovereignty, power and attributes 








Adam knew that his designation 
as viceroy of the Lord was merely 
a blessing of the Lord. The Lord 
had made the angels and the Jinn 
to prostrate in obeisance to man 
besides making everything in the 
heaven and earth subservient to 
his cause. In spite of the said 
superiority conferred by the Lord 
on him, Adam had no pride in 
him. He had always been paying 
gratitude to the blessings of the 
Lord and worshiping him 
wholeheartedly with utmost 
humility on his part. 


Adam always behaved as a 
humble servant of the Lord. He 
was neither proud of his creation 
nor refused to obey any of the 
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throughout the universe. The Lord 
introduces himself as under: 

Allah is He, than Whom there is 
no other god;- the Sovereign, the 
Holy One, the Source of Peace 
(and Perfection), the Guardian of 
Faith, the Preserver of Safety, the 
Exalted in Might, the Irresistible, 
the Supreme: Glory to Allah! 
(High is He) above the partners 
they attribute to Him.” 


The Holy Prophet (pbAh) had said 
that: 


JB: J c ues lg « 8856 al GE 
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Narrated Abu Hurayrah: The 
Prophet (pbAh) said: Allah Most 
High says: Pride is my cloak and 
majesty is my lower garment, and 
I shall throw him who competes 
with me regarding one of them 
into Hell.°"! 


The Almighty has mentioned 
pride and disobedience as 
infidelity to Him.9? No creature 
can, therefore, exhibit pride or 
arrogance before the Lord. 
Whosoever does so is liable to 
severe punishment from the 
Almighty. 

Satan was the first sinner who 
dared to disobey the Lord due to 
pride. 








commandments of the Lord. 











610 Al-Qur'an 59:23 (Yusuf Ali). 


611 Abu Dawud, Chapter 32, Hadith Number 4079. 
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> Satan envied the superiority of 
Adam over him. He deliberately 


decided to disobey the 
commandment of the Lord to 
prostrate before Adam. Even 


when given show cause, he 
behaved arrogantly and stuck to 
his stance. He became rebellious 
against the Lord and challenged 
Him that he will be misguiding 
human beings from the straight 
path till the Doomsday. 


> Satan also was the first person 
to tell lies on oath to deceive 
Adam and Eve. When given show 
cause, Satan did not behave like a 
slave or subordinate creature of 
the Lord. Instead of repenting of 
his mistake and seeking mercy of 
the Lord, he became arrogant and 
rebellious against Him. Not only 
this but he also put the blame on 
the Lord to misguide him from the 
straight path. Satan refused to 
admit his fault and challenged the 
Lord only to prove that man was 
not better than him. 


> By his arrogance and 
rebellious attitude, Satan proved 
himself unfit to be delegated any 
independent assignment on earth 
or elsewhere. Admission of fault 
and humility with a resolve and 








Adam had fallen into the snare of 
Satan only due to forgetfulness 
and lack of constancy in him. He 
neither planned to sin nor 
committed the same deliberately. 
When given show cause, he 
admitted his fault plainly and 
beseeched mercy of the Lord with 
utter humility on his part. 


Adam committed the sin only due 
to misguidance of Satan. He had 
no ill will against anyone nor did 
he commit other sins like Satan. 
On being made to realize his fault, 
he turned to the Lord repentantly 
without any loss of time. Adam 
took the entire blame on him and 
instead of indulging into futile 
arguments with the Lord, he 
behaved like an obedient slave 
confessing his guilt, seeking 
mercy and help of the Lord. 


By his repentance and servile 
attitude before the Sovereign 
Lord, Adam was considered fit to 
serve as representative of the 
Almighty on earth. 
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assurance to comply the 
commandments of the Lord in 
future — were the essential 
prerequisites to qualify a 
candidate for delegation of 
powers. Satan having no such 
qualities proved himself unfit for 
any delegation of power and 
authority. 














Being created with the predestination to serve as viceroy of 
the Lord on earth, Adam's actual career did not start 
before his installation on the assignment 
predetermined for him. Any transgression or mistake 
during his training period in the Garden was, therefore, 
excluded from the actual test and trial of Adam and Eve. 
Due to their repentance and invocation for forgiveness of 
the Lord, the Almighty turned to them compassionately and 
inspired them the words to seek His forgiveness. As such 
the Lord had graciously forgiven their inequity before their 
posting on earth. From the episode in the Garden, Adam 
and Eve learnt not only about the fatal consequences of 
disobedience but they also knew how to beseech salvation 
by surrendering themselves before the Almighty. 


The Qur'an places no blemish on Adam for introducing sin 
or inflicting death on his descendants. It tells us that in 
response to repentance and seeking the mercy, the Lord 
not only forgave the lapse of Adam gracefully but He also 
chose him to the exalted position of the first prophet of the 
Lord on Earth. Many among his descendants also enjoyed 
the said distinction as stated by the Qur'an: 


dn ted eoe Kis ens Sse Ss T Motta) 


Allah did choose Adam and Noah, the family of Abraham, and the 
family of 'Imran above all people, 9? 





$13 The Holy Qur'an 3.33, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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The said verse of the Qur’an effectively dispels the concept 
of the original sin of Adam bringing sin and death or 
degeneration on humankind. Each child was born with 
purity of nature having no debility to do good if he chose to 
do so. As regards Adam, his turning to the Lord repentantly 
not only washed off his sins but also granted him an 
elevated position before his creator. 





No Cause of Frustration from the Lord 


The Lord created humankind and the jinn with the specific 
purpose to worship Him. With their designation as 
representatives and trustees of the Lord, humankind had 
been bound to concentrate on fulfillment of their individual 
as well as collective obligations towards the sovereign Lord. 
Humankind, however, failed to be grateful to the Lord for 
the unique honor conferred on them. Instead of performing 
the role assigned to them, they aspired to be like jinni, 
angels or Gods. Unluckily, there had always been certain 
leaders among humankind who instead of teaching the 
people to discharge their individual obligations with 
wholehearted obedience and love for the Lord tried to 
infuse disgust and disappointment in them. 


Instead of rehearsing to them the overall kindness, mercy, 
forgiveness and bountiful blessings of the Lord for 
humankind, they depicted Him in the likeness of a human 
despot who was old, rigid, relentless and sluggish person 
with no relaxation even to forgive the very first and the 
only sin of Adam and Eve committed by them due to 
innocence and immaturity in them. It was, therefore, 
useless to depend on such an obstinate®*, out-dated and 
perhaps obsolete God of the Old Testament. The anxiety 
created by the Christian theologians led their followers to 
seek protection and salvation through some new, young, 
effective and more benevolent God who could rescue them 
from the original sin of Adam and absolve them from their 
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intransigent’ means: ‘uncompromising in politics’. 
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own sins by taking the same on him and to make them holy 
partners in the future kingdom of God. The unique privilege 
of suggesting Jesus as Lord, son of God and the Holy Ghost 
as another God, therefore, fell primarily to the lot of St. 
Paul and a chain of his followers to develop the concept of 
the ultimate savior and guide to the easiest way of 
salvation. The net impact of the said doctrine could be 
nothing else than an indifference from the Almighty as 
against wholehearted allegiance to the new gods. 


Instead of following the commandments of the Lord and to 
discharge individual obligations under the covenant, people 
were led to believe that their sinfulness was an inheritance 
from their first parents. Human beings were not, therefore, 
responsible for their  sinfulness. The transfer of 
responsibility to Adam and Eve brought great relief to all 
the sinners who could feel free to gratify their lusts and 
ambitions without any fear of personal accountability for 
the same. On the other hand they did not need to endeavor 
for their salvation which could be attained only through 
confession by mouth that Jesus Christ was the son of God 
and ultimate savior of humankind who had taken the entire 
sins of humankind on Him and expiated the same by giving 
His life on the cross. Good deeds, righteous conduct and 
fear of accountability were useless to justify humankind 
before the Lord. Confession of Christ was the only way 
towards salvation. To promote their point of view, such 
leaders spread disappointment and dejection against the 
Lord. Besides this, they also spread such ideology that 
many people aspired to be gods or inheritors of the 
kingdom of heaven just by mystic union with Christ. 


There is nothing in the OT or in the Qur'an to indicate that 
human beings can change the nature of their creation or 
they can become angels or gods. Humankind, however, has 
all the capabilities to evolve themselves to the highest 
levels of humanity. By using gifts of conscience, speech, 
writing with their hand, and learning from their trial and 
errors, humankind can explore into the space and master 
their environments. Humankind though, unable to change 
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themselves into jinn, angels, birds or fish; can supersede 
them in many ways. Through advancement in his 
knowledge and experience, man can develop around him 
faculties which did not originally lie in the nature of his 
creation. Humankind can dive into the deep sea, remain 
afloat, travel on land or surface of the sea at a tremendous 
speed. They can acquire the capabilities to fly in the air or 
to travel in the space. They become capable of 
communicating over the distances of millions and millions 
of miles within few seconds. Humankind also have 
succeeded in observing various objects in the space at the 
distance of billions of light years. All these advancements 
and many more had already been predicted by the Qur'an 
1400 years ago: 


estilo ats sl aid falls o dU ets sf 
Maece uat aot yl 2351 Je s 


Seest thou not that Allah has made subject to you (men) all 
that is on the earth, and the ships that sail through the sea by 
His Command? He withholds the sky (rain) from falling on the 
earth except by His leave: for Allah is Most Kind and Most 
Merciful to man.?!* 


The theory of humankind's captivity to sin or their debility to 
do anything good has, therefore, no support from the Qur'an,, 
which depicts them capable enough to exercise control over all 
things in the heaven and earth and availing of the 
innumerable bounties of the Lord showered on them: 


£ APE PEE P D oe "[^w gre xf T nb was 5 
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Do ye not see that Allah has subjected to your (use) all things 
in the heavens and on earth, and has made his bounties 


flow to you in exceeding measure, (both) seen and 
unseen? Yet there are among men those who dispute about 





615 The Holy Qur'an 22:65, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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Allah, without knowledge and without guidance, and without a 
Book to enlighten them!®® 





Humankind were the noblest among all the creatures of 
Lord throughout the universe. All great prophets of the Lord 
were the progeny of Adam (pbAh). The Lord has given a 
detailed account of those prophets including Enoch (pbAh), 
Noah (pbAh), Abraham (pbAh), Ishmael (pbAh), Jacob (pbAh), 
Moses (pbAh), Aaron (pbAh), Elijah (pbAh), David (pbAh), John the 
Baptist (pbAh), Jesus (pbAh) and Muhammad &$. In Surah 
Mariam, (i.e. 19:1-57), The Lord confirmed having elevated all 
of them to the high rank of the prophets and showered His 
blessings on them: 


Sse delle ges BS gsc os syle atl di s X ell 
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Those were some of the prophets on whom Allah did bestow 
His Grace,- of the posterity of Adam, and of those who We 
carried (in the Ark) with Noah, and of the posterity of 
Abraham and Israel of those whom We guided and chose. 
Whenever the Signs of (Allah) Most Gracious were rehearsed 
to them, they would fall down in prostrate adoration and in 
tears.°!” 


No Disappointment from Lord 

This, therefore, is the most valuable and everlasting 
guidance that humankind must not get disappointed from 
the mercy of the Almighty. In case of any lapse or 
transgression, they must immediately seek protection and 
forgiveness from Him. The sooner they turn to the Lord, the 
more they disappoint Iblis. 


As stated earlier, Adam was created from the soil of earth 
with the pre-destination to serve as the viceroy of the Lord 
there. Humankind had, in its nature, a well balanced 





616 The Holy Qur’an 31: 20, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
$17 The Holy Qur'an 19:58, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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inclination towards good or evil. Almighty Allah, therefore, 
provided Humankind with the guidance to help them choose 
between right or wrong. God said: eee) 0345 (And we had 
shown him the two ways.°'® The promise of the Lord quoted 
below must always serve as a beacon light for them: 


FETTE I CARNET Lest tatoushantses 


To those who believe and do deeds of righteousness hath Allah 


promised forgiveness and a great reward.?!? 


618 Al-Qur’an (al-Balad) 90:10. 
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Ch. 15 - 


ADAM ON EARTH 


Start of Adam’s Career on Earth 


During their stay in the Garden, Adam and Eve had learnt 
about the woeful consequences of ignoring the 
commandments of the Lord. The bitter experience of the 
evil suggestion of Satan had shown them the way to 
repentance and seeking mercy of the Lord for their 
salvation. They also learnt that in case of any lapse or 
transgression by them, they need not get despaired of the 
mercy of the Lord. Right course for them was to repent of 
their inequity immediately and to beseech mercy and 
forgiveness of the Almighty. Insistence on sin, ingratitude 
towards the Lord or despair of His forgiveness was much 
more fatal than any sin that could ever be committed by 
them. The Almighty had himself assured forgiveness to 
those who turn to Him repentantly and submit themselves 
humbly before the Almighty who pronounced that: 


gt 244 ^2 22aK 5 14 ti d» t a| 2 
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Say: "O my Servants who have transgressed against their souls! 


Despair not of the Mercy of Allah: for Allah forgives all sins: for 
He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 920 


The believers can, therefore, beg mercy of the Lord by 
numerous words of supplication as recorded in the Qur'an. 
Among those are: 
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"Our Lord! Condemn us not if we forget or fall into error; our 
Lord! Lay not on us a burden Like that which Thou didst lay on 
those before us; Our Lord! Lay not on us a burden greater 
than we have strength to bear. Blot out our sins, and grant us 
forgiveness. Have mercy on us. Thou art our Protector; Help 
us against those who stand against faith"?! 


Keeping in view the promise of the Lord to forgive the 
sinners who repent and do good deeds thereafter, it was 
necessary for  humankind to devote themselves 
wholeheartedly and exclusively to the obedience and 
worship of the Lord. Instead of worrying about the sin of 
Adam and Eve, they needed to live a god-conscious life to 
improve their own conduct to please the Almighty. By 
turning to the Lord and seeking His forgiveness, our first 
parents had actually opened the highway towards salvation 
of all their descendants. They had been forgiven their fault 
in the garden and their sin stood washed off there and 
then. Subsequent to their forgiveness, they came to earth 
with purity of nature having no stain of sin on them. It is, 
therefore, incorrect to believe that any act of Adam or Eve 
could have changed the original nature of their creation. 
They themselves were responsible for their lapse and had 
no power to transmit their sin to their progeny or to bring 
any degeneration or defilement on humankind as professed 
by the Christians. Due to their humble submission before 
the Lord, the Almighty had not only forgiven their fault 
graciously but also provided them with further consolation 
by choosing Adam to the exalted rank of the first prophet of 
the Lord on earth. Almighty Allah bestowed further 
blessings on the progeny of Adam by raising thousands of 
prophets among them. 


Since Adam had been created for his test and trial in the 
capacity of the deputy of the Lord on Earth, his stay in the 
garden was only to impart necessary training to prepare 
him for the challenges on earth. He was given proper 
demonstration of the seduction of Satan leading to such a 
distress from which he could find no deliverance except 
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through repentance and imploring merciful forgiveness 
from the Lord. 





Humankind were created with such a nature that they could 
frequently be overwhelmed by the intensity of their desires 
and temptations compelling them to sin. In spite of 
continuous exercise of control over their allurements and 
constant endeavor to do good deeds, they could always be 
open to faults of commission or omission of the Divine 
guidance. Sinfulness of humankind was foreseen as a norm 
by the Lord. Humankind was, therefore, guided not to get 
despaired from the mercy of the Lord in any case. God had 
himself guided humankind to seek His mercy with a fresh 
resolve not to repeat the sins. Keeping in view sinfulness as 
a norm for humankind, the Lord repeatedly assured to 
forgive the faults of those who earnestly beseech the same. 
No one could claim immunity from Sin nor be puffed up 
with the pride of sanctity or holiness for himself. 


The Creator, therefore, had the best and the perfect 
knowledge of the nature according to which He created 
man. The Qur'an asserts: 
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26. Allah doth wish to make clear to you and to show you the 
ordinances of those before you; and (He doth wish to) turn to 
you (In Mercy): And Allah is All-knowing, All-wise. 27. Allah 
doth wish to Turn to you, but the wish of those who follow their 
lusts is that ye should turn away (from Him),- far, far away. 28. 
Allah doth wish to lighten your (difficulties): For man was 
created Weak.5? 


622 Al-Qur'an (al-Nisa) 4:26-28. 
$23 The Holy Qur'an 4:26-28, tr. Yusuf Ali. 


298 The New World Order 





The Qur’an did not condemn Adam and Eve in the manner 
the Christians malign them. After referring to the 
transgression committed by them inadvertently, the Qur’an 
affirms that in response to repentance and seeking mercy, 
the Lord had not only forgiven their sins graciously but He 
also conferred His blessings on them and on their progeny 
(Al-Qur'an 3:33). 


The verse effectively dispels the concept of degeneration of 
humankind or infliction of death due to the so-called 
‘Original Sin’ of Adam and Eve. Conversely, it was 
subsequent to sin and repentance that the Lord chose 
Adam (pbAh) for the exalted rank of the first prophet and 
Viceroy of the Lord on earth. 


As against the misconceptions of degeneration of 
humankind or curse on the earth, God bestowed His 
bounteous blessings on the progeny of Adam as detailed in 
the preceding chapter of the book. The conscious 
acknowledgement of God's favors on humankind arouses 
gratefulness in them whereas the propagation and 
depiction of God as a relentless tyrant makes them 
disappointed and alienated from Him. God has always been 
showering His blessings on humankind besides His repeated 
assurance of mercy and forgiveness for those who turn to 
Him for their salvation and those who worship no one 
except Him. This shows that God had neither any 
disappointment from Adam nor had He any estrangement 
from his descendants. God in fact did not desert Adam or 
his progeny at anytime on Earth. He was concerned about 
the humankind to such an extent that He always continued 
to send His exalted prophets to guide them. 


Adam Started with a Zero Meter on Earth 


The stay of Adam and Eve in the Garden was only a 
transitory phase to prepare them for their actual 
assignment on earth. Their sin in the Garden had been 
graciously forgiven by the Lord there and then. They, 
therefore, came to the earth without any stain of sin on 
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them. As such, neither Adam had any degeneration in his 
own nature nor could he transmit the defiled nature to his 
descendants. God says: 
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(O Prophet and his followers), turn your face single-mindedly 
to the true Faith and adhere to the true nature on which Allah 
has created human beings. The mould fashioned by Allah 
cannot be altered. That is the True, Straight Faith, although 
most people do not know. (Adhere to the True Faith and) turn 
to Him, and hold Him in awe, and establish Prayer, and do not 
be of those who associate others with Allah in His Divinity.°4 





Similarly, each child is born with purity of nature and 
inherits no sin or degeneration due to sin of his ancestors. 
Each individual is given his own chance to lead his life. The 
Holy Prophet & Said: 


Narrated Abu-Hurayrah: Allah's Apostle said, "No child is born 
except on Al-Fitra (Islam) and then his parents make him Jewish, 
Christian or Magian, as an animal produces a perfect young 
animal: do you see any part of its body amputated?"9?* 


It is thus clear that each individual enjoys purity of nature. 
He is free to choose the right or the wrong path. Everyone 
will be accountable for his own deeds. They can neither 
transfer their guilt to anyone else nor will any intercessor 
be in a position to plead for them without specific 
permission from the Lord (Al-Qur'an 78:38, 2:255). 


Apparently, Adam and Eve had committed the fault during 
their training period in the Garden but they they had learnt 
from their failure not to ignore or disobey any 
commandment of the Lord in future. They also had learnt 


624 Mawdüdi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 30:30-31, p. 841f. 
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to repent of sins committed by them and to seek mercy and 
forgiveness from the Lord in case of any transgression. The 
repentance and humble response of our first parents to the 
show cause of the Lord was therefore the factor qualifying 
them to serve as deputies of the Lord on earth. As 
compared to Adam and Eve, Satan arrogantly insisted on 
his standpoint and became more rebellious against the 
Almighty. Instead of admitting his fault and seeking 
forgiveness of the Lord, he chose to utilize his respite to 
prove his superiority over man by misleading him. All this 
disqualified him from any independent assignment on 
Earth. The Lord, therefore, chose humankind to be tested 
and tried under the covenant. 


Let us repeat here that the Lord had not created man with 
immunity from sin. He was created with well-balanced 
inclinations towards good or evil. To test and try him on 
earth, the Lord had given him guidance as well as freedom 
to choose and to act. Choice always involves more than one 
option. Freedom, too, is incomplete unless it includes 
freedom to commit mistake. Test and trial can be applicable 
only to the situation where the performance or quality of 
the examinee is to be determined. Pass or fail are declared 
on the basis of marks obtained by them. The end result 
based on over-all performance of each individual will be 
shown to him. No injustice will be done to anyone and each 
individual will reap the fine fruit or fierce fret of his own 
labour. God says: 
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Then, he whose balance (of good deeds) will be (found) 
heavy, Will be in a life of good pleasure and satisfaction. But 
he whose balance (of good deeds) will be (found) light, Will 
have his home in a (bottomless) Pit. And what will explain to 
thee what this is? (It is) a Fire Blazing fiercely!9?? 





Fate of every individual will, therefore, be decided keeping 
in view his own conduct. Those who were God-cautious and 
endeavored to obey all of His commandments will excel 
those who ignore the guidance and become condemned 
transgressors of the Commandment of the Lord. On the 
Day of Judgment Prophets of the Lord will appear before 
Him to witness that they had conveyed the true message of 
the Lord to the people. None of the prophets including 
Abraham (pbAh), Moses (pbAh), Jesus (pbAh) or Muhammad 
(pbAh) will be in a position to intercede for anyone without 
seeking specific permission from the Lord. Such permission, 
however, will be granted only for those who were neither 
idolatrous nor had they associated any partners with the 
Lord. 


No Estrangement from God 


St. Paul and many among his followers propagate that the 
sin of Adam in the paradise had created a permanent 
estrangement between God and humankind. They believed 
that the original sin of Adam had sentenced the human race 
to eternal damnation including moral degeneration and 
death in all the descendants of Adam.9 Human beings 
were, therefore, born as captives to sin and death. They 
were unable to do anything to save themselves through 
their own efforts. According to St. Paul, people did not 
know the way through which God put people right with 
Him. He says: 


For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going 
about to establish their own righteousness, have not 
submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. For 


627 The Holy Qur'an 101:6-11, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one 
that believeth..... That if thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that 
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with 
the mouth confession is made unto salvation.?? 


It is useless to point out that all such assumptions 
contradict the teachings of the prophets including Jesus 
Christ himself. Jesus forcefully stressed the continuation of 
the everlasting law of the Lord. To declare that Jesus 
brought an end to law is, therefore, a blatant blasphemy 
against God as well as Jesus Christ who said: 


Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: 
I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily I say unto 
you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle 
shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 
Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least 
commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called 
the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do 
and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom 
of heaven.9?? 


Instead of depicting the Almighty as the most gracious, 
merciful and oft-forgiving God, the Christian followers of St. 
Paul depict the Lord as a strict and unremitting God 
adamant to punish entire humankind for the so-called 
Original Sin of one man (Adam). They present Him as a 
vengeful and blood-thirsty God not willing to forgive anyone 
without extorting blood sacrifice from him. No provision is 
made for any relaxation to the delinquents and the 
negligent. He who committed sin once or twice during 
his life, is treated like those who spent their entire 
lives in sin. Christian fathers also make no differentiation 
between those who committed the most heinous or capital 
crimes as against those whose sins were rare, inadvertent, 
trivial or venial in all respects. As regards good deeds, the 
Christians never acknowledge the same nor do they believe 
that good deeds can obliterate the sinful acts. They, 





629 Rom 10:3-4, 9-10 KJV. 
630 Mat 5:17-19 KJV. See also Luk 16:17. 
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therefore, deny the repeated assurances of the Lord in the 
Old Testament to forgive the repentant sinners and to wash 
them clean of that. e.g.: 





Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from 
before mine eyes; cease to do evil; Learn to do well; seek 
judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for 
the widow. Come now, and let us reason together, saith the 
LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as 


snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.9?! 


The traditional way of the Lord for forgiveness was not, 
therefore, through blood sacrifice but through repentance 
and resolve to do good in future. This was the everlasting 
law of the Lord also endorsed by the Qur'an in the 
following: 
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Unless he repents, believes, and works righteous deeds, for Allah 
will change the evil of such persons into good, and Allah is Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful,9?? 


In his eagerness to prove overall sinfulness of humankind 
as against the absolute sinlessness of one man (Jesus 
Christ), St. Paul relied on a few verses from Psalms and 
other unauthentic sources in the OT confessing human 
imperfections or sinfulness. He, however, did not spare 
even the most exalted prophets of the Lord to contrast 
overall depravity of humankind with the utter sinlessness of 
Jesus Christ. Such contrast is based merely on erroneous 
assumptions of the Christians supported by 
misinterpretation of certain verses in the Old Testament. 
There is neither any historical evidence nor a revelation to 
prove that Jesus Christ was more holy or sinless than all 


$31 Isa 1:16-18 KJV. 
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other prophets of the Lord. As regards saving sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ to expiate sin of the Christians, the same 
cannot be upheld because there can be no dispensation of 
justice by punishing the innocent on behalf of the sinners. 
Even otherwise some Christian scholars do not agree with 
the satisfaction theory of the Atonement e.g. 


The most successful portion of the Socinian polemic was its 
attack on the satisfaction theory of the atonement, which the 
reformers had universally accepted. Satisfaction is no demand of 
God's nature. Forgiveness and satisfaction are mutually exclusive 
conceptions. It is absolute injustice that the sins of the guilty be 
punished on the person of the innocent. Christ's death is a great 
example of the obedience which every Christian should, if 
necessary, manifest; but that obedience was no greater than He 
owed for himself, and He could not transfer its value to others. 
Could it be so transferred, in so far as a man felt himself thereby 
relieved from moral effort for righteousness, character would 
thereby be weakened.9?? 


Out of this controversy there emerged from the pen of Grotius, in 
1617, an important theory of the atonement. The view of Anselm 
had looked upon Christ's death as the satisfaction of the injured 
divine honor (see p. 239). Divine justice on behalf of those for 
whom Christ died, and had represented the exaction of penalty 
as a fundamental demand of God's nature, who may be merciful 
but must be just. To Calvinistic conception, Christ's sacrifice was 
sufficient for all, but efficient only for the elect in whose behalf He 
died. The Socinians had subjected these views to a radical 
criticism, denying that God's nature demanded punishment, or 
that the penalty due to one could justly be met by the sufferings 
of another (see p. 389). To the Socinian criticism Grotius now 
replied. God is a great moral ruler. Sin is an offense against His 
law. Like a wise earthly governor He may pardon if He chooses; 
but to pardon without making evident the regard in which He 
holds His law would be to bring that law into contempt. Hence 
Christ's death was not a payment for man's sin - That it 
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freely forgiven - but a tribute to the sanctity of the divine 
government, showing that while god remits the penalty, 
He vindicates the majesty of His divine government.°“ 


A Chinese proverb has it “Though the sword of justice is 
sharp, it will not slay the innocent”. 


Instead of any degeneration as propounded by St. Paul and 
his followers, Adam (pbAh) earned blessings of the Lord due 
to which prophets e.g. Noah (pbAh), HUd (pbAh), Salih (pbAh), 
Abraham (pbAh), Ishmael (pbAh), Moses (pbAh), Elijah (pbAh), 
David (pbAh), Jonah (pbAh), Isaiah (pbAh), Jesus (pbAh) and 
Muhammad (pbAh) were chosen and raised from among the 
progeny of Adam. It is, therefore, a great misconception 
that due to any villainous role of Adam (pbAh), the entire 
human race had become captive to sin and death or they 
became debilitated to do anything good. Christian 
theology flourishes only on negative and pessimistic 
views about the nature and fate of man. It cannot 
thrive in presence of any positive view about human 
potential to improve their moral conduct nor can it coexist 
with the infinite mercy and forgiveness of the Lord. Eternal 
debility to do good deeds and condemnation of humankind 
is the foundation for the lofty theory of salvation through 
Christ. 


As against the said misconception, we find that God 
reminds the people of His bounteous blessings on the 
progeny of Adam (pbAh) again and again e.g.: 


BALES leg c3 od $55 nts hg aUis GST aas ds 


"We have honoured the sons of Adam; provided them with 
transport on land and sea; given them for sustenance things 
good and pure; and conferred on them special favours, above a 
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great part of our creation"9?^ 


Factually God has made detailed mention of His bounteous 
blessings on the progeny of Adam e.g. Surah Al-Rahman 
(Ch. 55); Al-Nahl (Ch. 16); Al-Rüm (Ch. 30); Yasin (Ch. 36, 
Verses 33-44 & 71-73); and in many other Suras of the 
Qur'an. Perhaps the following verse sums up the whole 
theme: 
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If ye would count up the favours of Allah, never would ye be able 
to number them: for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.9?e 


Let us not ignore the fact that only conscious 
acknowledgement of God's favors on humankind can make 
them grateful to Him. How can any estrangement be 
ascribed to the Lord when He had always been showering 
His blessings on humankind? How can His repeated 
assurance of mercy and forgiveness for those who worship 
no one except Him be ignored? Any concept of a vengeful 
God makes humankind disappointed and alienated from 
Him. God, in fact, did not desert Adam or his progeny at 
anytime on earth. God had been concerned about 
humankind to such an extent that He continued to send His 
exalted prophets to guide various communities from time to 
time. 


Adam and Eve Lived Piously on Earth 


After the so-called expulsion of Adam from the Garden, he 
lived from 930 to 1000 years on earth. The Bible as well as 
the Qur'an has nothing to report against him during that 
period. He, therefore, definitely had an unblemished career 
on earth because Almighty Allah has exalted him in the 
following words: 
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Allah did choose Adam and Noah, the family of Abraham, and the 
family of 'Imran above all people,” 

It was a unique honor for humankind that God made them 
His Vice-gerents on earth and also made them the trustees 
of His covenant. There is no mention of any other 
vicegerent throughout the universe nor any other bearer of 
the covenant. Consequently, the Almighty equipped Adam 
with adequate knowledge, capabilities, and potentials to 
cope with his obligations and assignments on Earth. Man as 
such acquired the status of 33134)! (3.41999, Despite their 
qualities of freedom to think and to act, the jinn lagged 
behind humankind perhaps due to their false pride of 
superiority over them. They had no inclination to confess 
their guilt or to learn from their errors. As against the Jinn, 
humankind's capabilities to learn from their errors, their 
seeking guidance from the Lord and their humble 
submission to Him were responded with forgiveness and 
appreciation by Him. By improving his conduct and by 
acquiring more knowledge humankind could, therefore, 
surpass the jinn and other creatures of the Lord. It was the 
humble and unconditional submission of humankind before 
the Lord which pleased the Almighty and He always turned 
to humankind with immense love and forgiveness which are 
the necessary pre-requisites for salvation, as well as, 
elevation of humankind. 


In spite of numerous shortcomings and lapses on the part 
of humankind, they remain the noblest among all the 
creatures of the Lord throughout the universe. Christians 
are, therefore, the only community in the world who revile 
their first parents and condemn the entire human race only 
to introduce two new gods that had never been worshiped 
by any people other than the Christians. 


$37 The Holy Qur'an 3:33, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
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Ultimate Criterion for Salvation 


It has been explained earlier that the Almighty had created 
the heavenly bodies, the earth, the angels, the Jinn and 
Man only to serve and worship Him. While the Almighty had 
subjected all other creatures to compulsion, He was pleased 
to test and try humankind and the Jinn with good and evil 
to sever the faithful devotees from the hypocrites and the 
infidels. It was for this purpose that Allah Almighty created 
them with complexity of nature and sent down guidance to 
them separately so that they may choose between different 
ways open to them. In their actual conduct on earth, 
therefore, most of the human beings were likely to show a 
mixed conduct of good as well as bad deeds. 


For the guidance of those who falter from the straight path, 
the Lord had given His assurance to forgive them and to 
enter them into the paradise provided they turn to Him 
repentantly with a resolve to do good in future and seek 
forgiveness from Him. Allah says: 
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Be quick in the race for forgiveness from your Lord, and for a 
Garden whose width is that (of the whole) of the heavens and of 
the earth, prepared for the righteous, 9?? 
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Be ye foremost (in seeking) Forgiveness from your Lord, and a 
Garden (of Bliss), the width whereof is as the width of heaven 
and earth, prepared for those who believe in Allah and His 
messengers: that is the Grace of Allah, which He bestows on 
whom he pleases: and Allah is the Lord of Grace abounding.*° 


Realizing the grave consequences of their sins, some of the 
human beings would be praying to the Lord consciously 
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with utter servility and submissiveness on their part. They 
would praise and glorify Him as the One, Omnipotent Lord, 
Unique, Pure, Perfect, Holy and Free from all defects. To 
contrast their own shortcomings and imperfections against 
the supreme perfection, absolute transcendence and 
holiness of the Lord, the sinners would humbly confess 
their depravity, lowliness, injustice, imperfection and 
sinfulness. Invoking compassion of the Lord with utter 
servility, humility and dependence on Him was the 
exclusive manner of worship sure to be favored with the 
mercy and compassion of the Lord. 





The Almighty had showered His bounteous blessings on 
humankind with repeated assurance about His loving care 
and mercy for them. They, therefore, were obliged to be 
grateful to Him and to love and worship Him devotedly. 
Being slaves of the Lord, they were duty bound to obey and 
worship the Almighty alone without joining any partners 
with Him. Besides utmost allegiance to the Lord, they were 
also duty bound to glorify and worship the Lord ceaselessly 
as commanded by Him. 
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Serve Allah, and ascribe no partner to Him. Do good to your 
parents, to near of kin, to orphans, and to the needy, and to the 
neighbour who is of kin and to the neighbour who is a stranger, 
and to the companion by your side, and to the wayfarer, and to 


those whom your right hands possess. Allah does not love the 
arrogant and the boastful,9** 
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Believers, remember Allah much, and glorify Him morning and 


evening.9^? 
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Establish Prayer and dispense Zakat (the Purifying Alms) and bow 
in worship with those who bow.9* 
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But when the Prayer is ended, disperse in the land and seek 
Allah's Bounty, and remember Allah much so that you may 
prosper.°*4 
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Surely Allah enjoins justice, kindness and the doing of good to 
kith and kin, and forbids all that is shameful, evil and oppressive. 
He exhorts you so that you may be mindful.5** 
The purpose of the creation of humankind was to serve the 
Lord wholeheartedly during all times of day and night and 
under all the circumstances. They must remain attached to 
the Lord devotedly. A famous Urdu and Persian poet had 
said: 
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Faithfulness with steadfastness is the essence of faith 





642 Mawdüdi, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, 872. 
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Nothing should, therefore, disappoint the human race from 
Allah’s mercy and forgiveness. Any desperation from the 
Almighty may drive a person away from Him. The most 
beautiful pattern before them to follow was that of 
Abraham (pbAh) who confessed: 
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Say: "Verily, my Lord hath guided me to a way that is straight,- a 
religion of right,- the path (trod) by Abraham the true in Faith, 
and he (certainly) joined not gods with Allah." Say: "Truly, my 
prayer and my service of sacrifice, my life and my death, are (all) 
for Allah, the Cherisher of the Worlds: No partner hath He: this 


am I commanded, and I am the first of those who bow to His 
1,647 
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Surely those who say, ‘Our Lord is God’ and they go straight, no 


fear shall be on them, neither shall they sorrow.9^? 


As such, the devoted worship of the Almighty ought to be 
the first priority of humankind. Defection from the 
Almighty is the only cardinal sin which cannot be 
pardoned without repentance before one's death. 
Anyone who loves the Lord and continues to serve and 
obey Him wholeheartedly has the assurance to be forgiven 
all the sins committed by him. Man's exclusive devotion to 
the Lord is, therefore, the ultimate deciding factor about his 
fate. A Punjabi Sufi poet expressed his feelings in the 
following manner: 


up ode 


647 The Holy Qur'an 6:161-163, tr. Yusuf Ali. 
648 A. J. Arberry, The Koran Interpreted, 46:13, p. 522. 


312 The New World Order 





Uté kd zu 


Good or bad, whatsoever I be, I remain your handmaid forever O’ 

my Lord. 94? 
Devoted and constant attachment with the master is, 
therefore, the deciding factor for the salvation of man. All 
those who remain faithful servants of the Lord are named 
al > i.e. the party of Allah who shall certainly be entered 
into the houses of bliss in the heaven. The verdict of the 
Lord certifies it as follows: 
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You shall not find a people who believe in Allah and the Last Day 
befriending those who oppose Allah and His Messenger, even 
though they be their fathers or their sons or their brothers or 
their kindred. He has inscribed faith in their hearts and has 
strengthened them with a spirit from Him. And He shall make 
them enter Gardens beneath which rivers flow. Therein they shall 
abide. Allah is well-pleased with them, and they are well-pleased 
with Him. They belong to Allah’s party. Verily Allah’s party shall 
prosper.°°° 
Those who get disappointed from the mercy and 
forgiveness of the Lord and start worshiping some 
other God presumed to be more benevolent and 
compassionate than the Almighty are termed as o> 
gäl i.e. the ‘party of Satan’ who will be doomed eternally 
to fire in the Hell. God says: 





9 Shah Hussain commonly known as ‘Madho Lal Hussain’ of Lahore 
Pakistan (1538-1599). 


$9? Mawdüdri, Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, 1142. 
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Satan has gained mastery over them and has made them neglect 
remembering Allah. They are the Party of Satan. Behold, the 
Party of Satan will be the losers.9^! 
Since there can be no doubt in the fulfillment of God's 
promise, the party of Allah is sure to succeed. 


Humankind has no helper or protector other than the Lord. 
It is the Almighty who inspired the words with which to 
seek mercy and forgiveness from Him. Some of the 
inspirations to seek salvation are quoted below: 


aei TS OC OR TEUM] 


(...)."There is no god but You. Glory be to You! I have done 
wrong."69? 

Perhaps the most important example in this respect is that 
of Adam and Eve. When deluded by Satan, they on 
realizing their fault immediately turned to the Almighty and 


entreated that: 
Gol es Sh See 355 sad sys idu dut 


Both cried out: "Our Lord! We have wronged ourselves. If You do 
not forgive us and do not have mercy on us, we shall surely be 
among the losers."99? 
To save us from ruinous consequences of our sins, the 
Almighty also taught us to seek His mercy and forgiveness 
in the words recorded in the Qur'an. 


délices ga ce fs tuat dte Sag S s 





oP K Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, 1142. 
632 aie Towards Understanding the Qur’an, 2007, 686. 
653 Mawdüdi Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, 309. 
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(...).Our Lord, take us not to task if we forget, or make mistake. 
Our Lord, charge us not with a load such as Thou didst lay upon 
those before us. Our Lord, do Thou not on burden us beyond 
what we have the strength to bear. And pardon us, and forgive 


us, and have mercy on us; Thou art our Protector. And help us 
against the people of the unbelievers."°"* 
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And all they said was this: "Our Lord! Forgive us our sins, and 
our excesses in our affairs, and set our feet firm, and succour us 
against those who deny the Truth.”°°> 


(8 sad Uf nS yi Lil uU ole bel ae Uo] Uf 
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"C..). Our Lord! Forgive us our sins, blot out from us our 
iniquities, and take to Thyself our souls in the company of the 
righteous.959 
All believers in the world, therefore, have firm faith in the 
promises of salvation made by the Almighty. They fully rely 
in the forgiveness and mercy assured by the Lord God in 
the Bible as well as in the Qur'an. 





$5* A. J. Arberry, The Koran (Oxf. Univ. Press, 1983), 43f. 
655 Mawdüdi Towards Understanding the Qur'an, 2007, 131. 
$56 The Holy Qur'an 3:193, tr. Yusuf Ali. 





APPENDIX 


Catholic Church Strangulated Free 
Thinking and Progress 


The impact of the passivity, pessimistic teachings, 
discouragement of free thinking and knowledge were 
among the factors contributing to the decline and decay of 
the Roman Empire. The increasing control of orthodox 
Christianity and discouragement of science and reasoning 
led to decadence of the Christian West. One is astonished 
to note that increasing domination of Christianity had a 
reverse impact on the Roman Empire plunging entire 
Europe into the Dark Ages. 


Roman Empire had reached its greatest extent by 117 
A.D.°°? There was a visible decline of Roman Empire 
w.e.f. the death of Marcus Aurelius (180 A.D.)°°° and it 
maintained its reverse relationship with the growth of the 
Christian faith. After a short relief during the reign of 
Constantine the Great (d. 337 AD), the Roman forces were 
defeated severely by the Persians in the same year. The 
peace treaty between Rome and the Gauls brought another 
short relief to them. It is, therefore, evident that 
dominance of Catholicism in Europe led to the start of 
dark ages in about 375 AD. The edict of Theodosius I 
(391 AD) made Christianity the exclusive religion of the 
Roman Empire leading to widespread massacre of the non- 
Christians. Wikipedia records: 


The Christian persecution of Roman religion under Theodosius 
I began in 381, after the first couple of years of his reign in 
the Eastern Empire. In the 380s, Theodosius I reiterated 
Constantine's ban on former customs of Roman religion, 
prohibited haruspicy$? on pain of death, pioneered the 





657 Williston Walker, A History of the Christian Church, p. 45. 

$58 Tbid, p. 78. 

$5? Haruspicy or Hepatoscopy was common in Etruscan, Roman and 
Babylonian Religions where divination was made through inspection 
of the liver of certain special animals or sheep to discover the will of 
God. 
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criminalization of Magistrates who did not enforce anti-Roman 
religion laws, broke up some Hellenistic associations and 
destroyed Roman temples. 


Between 389-392 he promulgated the "Theodosian 
decrees," (Instituting a major change in his religious 
policies) which removed non-Nicene Christians from church 
office, and abolished the last remaining expressions of Roman 
religion by making its holidays workdays, banned blood 
sacrifices, closed Roman temples, and disbanded the Vestal 
Virgins. The practices of taking auspices and witchcraft 
were punished. 


Theodosius refused to restore the Altar of Victory in the 
Senate House, as asked by non-Christian senators. 


In 392 he became the Emperor (the last one to claim sole rule 
over the Empire). From this moment till the end of his reign in 
395, while non-Christian remained outspoken in their 
demands for toleration, he authorized or participated in the 
destruction of many temples, holy sites, images and objects of 
piety throughout the Empire, and participated in actions by 
Christians against major Roman religion sites. 


In 393 he issued a comprehensive law that prohibited any 
public Roman religion customs, and was particularly 
oppressive of Manicheans. He is likely to have disbanded the 
ancient Olympic Games, whose last record of celebration was 
in 393, though archeological evidence indicates that some 
games were still held after this date.°° 


Proscriptions?*! of Roman practices and persecution of the 


non-Christians in the empire was instrumental to 
concentrate vast powers in the hands of the papacy. They 
could persecute the non-Christians and also 
excommunicate the Christians who dared to differ from any 
of the verdicts of the papacy. Encyclopedia Britannica, 
therefore, records that: 


During Christianity’s first three centuries, the penalties against 
heretics were exclusively spiritual usually excommunication. 
When, however, the emperors became Christian, Arian 
emperors persecuted the Catholics and Catholic emperors 
persecuted the Arians. After Theodosius I the Great heretics 





$9? www. wikipedia.org. 
661 "Proscribe' means: ‘outlaw; condemn’. 
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came to be looked upon as enemies of the state and laws 
were enacted against them. Penalties included confiscation of 
property, exile, loss of civil rights, etc.; only those whose 
doctrines or practices threatened society (e.g., the 
Manichees*??? and Donatists?9?) were subjected to the death 
penalty.59* 


In about 12" century, the Roman Catholic Church instituted 
a new judicial system, ‘Inquisition’, against heresy. 
Britannica defines it as under: 


Inquisition; The name of a papal judicial institution that 
combated heresy, alchemy, witchcraft, etc., and wielded 
considerable power in medieval and early modern times. The 
inquisition furnishes a favorite argument to those who accuse the 
Roman Catholic Church of tyranny and cruelty.99 


The punishment for the crimes included flogging, 
imprisonment, confiscation of property, and burning to death. 
Consequently, hundreds of thousands of people were deprived 
of their property or punished severely by the inquisitors. 
Cathars$96 of the southern France, the Dominicans9* and the 





662 "Manichees' or ‘Manichean’: Dualist; adherent of ‘Manicheaism’, 
which is: from Mani, Manes (c. 216-76), Persian founder of the 
system: A religious system with Christian, Gnostic, and pagan 
elements, founded in the 3% cent. AD and widespread in the Roman 
Empire and Asia until the 5 (surviving until the 13th), based on a 
supposed primeval conflict between light and darkness, and 
representing Satan as coeternal with God; transfer dualism. 
(The New Shorter Oxford Eng. Dictionary 1993. 1:1686). 

663 ‘Donatist’: A member of a schismatic body of N. African Christians 
which originated when they declared invalid the consecration of 
Caecilian as Bishop of Carthage in 311. (The New Shorter Oxf. Eng. 
Dic. 1993, 1:727). 

= Enc. Britannica (Chicago: William Benton, 1966), 12: 270. 

? Ibid. 

666 ‘Cathars or Cathari': it is mostly used for a large group of medieval 
dissenters who provided a serious challenge in the Church in the 
12" and 13^ cents. (...), and by 1200 they were strong in S. France 
and Lombardy.contemporaries knew them under various names: 
Cathars, Manichaeans, Arians, Bulgari, etc., (in France), and 
Patarenes (in Italy). The word ‘heretic’ in the 13 cent. is applied 
almost exclusively to the Catahars, and is rarely used of other 
dissenting opinions. They claimed to be restoring the purity of the 
early Church. (..). Their theology in its purest form was almost 
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Waldensians®® of southern France and northern Italy were 


among the worst sufferers. It has, therefore, been observed 
that: 


After the suppression of Catharism, the descendants of Cathars 
were at times required to live outside towns and their defences. 
They thus retained a certain Cathar identity, despite having 
returned to the Catholic religion. Any use of the term "Cathar" to 
refer to people after the suppression of Catharism in the 14th 
century is a cultural or ancestral reference, and has no religious 
implication. Nevertheless, interest in the Cathars, their history, 
legacy and beliefs continues.99? 





certainly derived from the E., and was basically dualist.(...). Though 
retaining the NT and the Prophetic parts of the OT, the Cathars 
interpreted them as allegories, teaching that Christ was an angel 
with a phantom body who, consequently, did not suffer or rise 
again. 
(The Oxf. Dic. Of the Christian Church, ed. F. L. Cross, 1997), 
p.301. 
$97 ‘Dominican Order’: Known in Britain also as Black Friars and in 
France as Jacobins. The Dominicans are officially dedicated to 
preaching and the good of souls, and from the outset study has 
occupied a central position. Founded by St. Dominic, the order took 
definite shape at the general chapter at Bologna in 1220. at St. 
Dminic’s desire, the order adopted not only individual, but corporate 
poverty, owing nothing (...). Since the revival of the order in the 19" 
cent. it has again spread throughout the world. (The Oxf. Dic. of the 
Christian Church, ed. F. L. Cross, 1997), p. 497). 

"Waldensians': The earliest medieval sources attribute the 
foundation of the ‘Waldensian’ heresy to one called Valdensis, 
Valdesius, or ‘Valdes’: (...). Acc. To the Chronicle of Loan (c. 1220) 
and the nearly contemporary Richard of Poitiers, Valdes was a rich 
citizen of Lyons, (...); around 1170-73 he was converted, (...), and 
gave all his wealth to the poor. (...), and began to live on alms and 
to preach, (...). His way of life was approved by Pope Alexander III 
at the 3'* Lateran Council in 1179, (...). However, shortly afterwards 
he and his followers broke the Church's ban on unofficial preaching 
and in 1182 or 1183 they were excommunicated and expelled from 
Lyons (...). Summoned to the Council of Verona in 1184, they were 
declared ‘pertinacious and schismatic’, and included with the 
Cathars, Ilumiliati, and others in the general condemnation of 
heretics pronounced at the Council. (The Oxf. Dic. of the Christian 
Church, ed. F. L. Cross, 1997), p. 1714). 
66° Wikipedia.com, the online Encyclopedia. 
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After the Medieval, Inquisition 1184-1230 and the papal 
Inquisition 1230 AD, there were witch trials, Spanish 
inquisition and the Roman Inquisition established in 1542 by 
Pope Paul III to defend the integrity of faith and to examine 
and proscribe errors and false doctrines. Perhaps the most 
famous case tried by the Roman inquisition was trial of 
Galileo Galilei in 1633. 


Without going into the details about the targeted killing of 
the Muslims and the Jews forcibly converted to Christianity 
in Spain and the adjoining states, we observe that 
inquisition was a great hindrance against free thinking, 
expression, reasoning, scientific research and human 
efforts to discover and establish the truth. This led to 
banishment of knowledge and free thinking in the West. 


The decline of knowledge and power of Rome continued 
long after the Crusades. As such, no advancement in 
knowledge and science could be made till the empire 
of blind faith was replaced by the Empire of free 
thought in Europe which had started emerging from 
deep sleep with the beginning of the Crusades 
bringing the west into direct contact with Muslim art, 
culture and learning in the Middle East. The fall of 
Cordova (known as the Athens of the West) in 1276 AD 
brought a great impetus on learning in the West and the 
Christians took full advantage of the same. Renaissance is 
supposed to have begun in the early 14" century in 
Florence but high renaissance did not take place till 
the end of the Eastern Orthodox Church at 
Constantinople in 1492 AD Protestantism also paved the 
way towards freedom from the Clutches of the blind faith 
imposed by the Papacy. Thousands of thinkers, theologians, 
philosophers and scientists gave their lives in their 
endeavor to establish the truth against the misconceptions 
prevailing in the Christian world. It was, therefore, on the 
expense of life, blood and efforts of thousands of people in 
the West that mankind succeeded to sever themselves from 
various misconceptions and perplexities of the Christian 
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Creed. These pioneers of learning and research count 
themselves among the seculars than the Christians. 


With the fall of Granada in 1492, great archives of Muslim 
learning in Spain were captured by the Christians. Scholars 
in the West took due advantage of the same. Instead of 
lamenting on the fall of Adam, therefore, these people 
worked day and night to improve their own fate. Setting 
aside the outmoded doctrines and creeds of the Catholics, 
they relied on facts, figures and research to arrive at the 
truth. Enlightenment and Development in the West, 
therefore, is conversely related with the decline of the 
church authority and the Christian faith. 


As against this, the Qur’an and the traditions of the Holy 
Prophet exhort humankind to gain more and more 
knowledge, to contemplate on the creation of the heaven 
and the earth and to continue their contribution to the 
welfare of humankind till the last moment of their lives. The 
Prophet said: 


TT of Elbtal LF lys Sel vy dy dela! culd wl 
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If the Final Hour is come, and one of you has a palm seedling in 

his hand and it is within his power to plant it, then let him do. 
Islam, therefore, exhorts the Human beings to attach first 
importance to learning. They must also apply their faculties 
to establish the kingdom of God on earth by promoting 
social justice and welfare of man. For believers, therefore, 
promotion of peace and universal brotherhood of 
humankind is an important part of the worship of the Lord. 
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